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T~LPIOTH INDI~N ~~R CEj,illTERY. JERUSh~

(ISR.,EL) •

The CHt,I~1;N said that the paper was concerned with the tenure
or the land at Talpioth Indian Bar Cemetery, Jerusalem.

,;t the request of the CHAIRI1',n, Mr. SD.iLONS explained that
the site of the cemeteryfbrmed part of a larger area which also
contained the LTaves or Turkish prisoners-or-war. At the request
of the United Kinrrdom Government, who, under the terms of the Treaty
of Lausanne, had had certain obli,ations to preserve the r~aves and
keep them in a tidy condition, the Commissi on had, during the period
of the British mandate in Palestine, ensured the preservation or the
Turkish Graves. lfter the British mandate had ended, that limited
res)onsibility had ceased, and in 1955 it had become clear that the
lerral o~~ership of the vhole area had never been properly recorded.
The proposals now put forward would place the matter on a suitr:ble
basis for the future.

It \'/OS proposed by I'ajor H:.RI KRISHNi', seconded by CaptP.in Sir
H"ROLD CJ.i,iPBELL, and crtrried unanimously:-

7. The Commission, havinG considered a Paper No. CM.235!1!/L
dated 10th §ebruary, 1958,

RESOLVE:

(1) That the arrancements set out in the said
Prtper reBardin~ the land forminG the site of
Talpioth Indian iar Cemetery,· Jerusalem and
adjoininJ land be and are hereby a)proved and
conrirmed~

(2) That Guildroy ~illiam John Kemp, Senior
Superintendent of ~orks in Israel of the Im~erial

War Graves Commission, Southern Rep,ion, haVing its
offices at via Lazzaro Spallanzani 1, Rome, Italy,
be and is hereby authorised to si~n such documents
and to do such acts and thinG'S as may be necessary
or expedient and as may be ap?roved by the
Oommission's LeGal hdviser, in order that the
Conunission may:-

(0) . establish n claim for and secure the
entry of the name of the Commission in
the Israeli Land Re~ister in respect or
the land knovm as Plot No. 1 which is
more particularly delineated on the Urban
Lscessment Bloek Plan (Block 30117) for
Jerusalem:

(b) relinquish any ri~ht or claim£ to which
the Oonnni£sion may be entitled or of
wh~ch they may be possessed in respect
of the land known as Plot No. 2 which is
also more particularly delineated on the
said Block Plan.

i7.\R GRf,V;;;S ,~ND !.iE! ORI:.LS« .'!EST ;,FRICA

The CHLIR1UIN said that the Paper was for the information of
Commissioners, and 1ave a descript ion of the COnD'Jission I s work,
resp:nsibilities and pro/;ress in the Gambia, Sierra Leone, Ghana
and NiGeria, which formed port of the North-West hrrica cirea of
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the Southern ReGion. The Pcper gave 0 full and interesting picture
of pror;ress in one o:£' the more distant Areas of the world in which
there were more VlUr Groves than was L enerally realised.

The SECRET:~Y said that one of the Commission's Deputy Directors
of ~orks from Heod Office was actually on tour in hest Africa, and
that Mr. ',;'ynne Mason would be goinG out there, in 1959 to review
arranGements with the Governments concerned for permanent maintenance.

REPORTS FROM THE REGIONS POR THE Q,Uf.RTER
ENDED 31>:':T DEcEImDR, 1957.

The CE\IRMAN said that the Paper was a new form of Paper, Civing
Reports from each of the Recions for the quarter ended 31st December,
1957.

The SECRET~RY said that, if Members considered it to beuseful,
a similar Paper would be submitted each quarter.

MR. THO~~SHOF~ said that he hod found it very useful and
interesting. (Other Members indicated agreement).

PROGRESS REPORT FOR ~Uill Q'u;,RTER ENDED
31ST DECElffiER,1957

The CH/,IR N said too t the Report took the usual form.

In reply to the CHf,IR1L,N, Mr. PALLOT said that the :£'oct that
Head Of:£'ice Establishment was below the authorised establishment was
not unusual. The authorised establishment was that approved as at
the beginning of the f'inancial year and, towords the end of the year,
the strenGth was usually considerably lower. The strength figures
shown in the Report came closer to those authorised in the Estimate
ror the coming financial year.'

GENER;L NOTES

The CH,"IRM/,N said that he Wished to draw the attention of Members
to the interestina note on the supply of rose cuttings from cemeteries
in France 1'0 r 0 War M.emorial Garden in New Sout h 7ales.

DEl,TH OF LIEUTEN:.NT-COLONEL H.F. CHETTLE,
Q.M.G. ,0 .B.E.

The SECRBT1~RY said that it was \7ith great rer>retthat he hod
to report the death on 5th February at the age of 75 of
Lieutenant-Colonel H.F. Chettle, formerly Deputy Controller of the
Commission. Colonel Chettle had joined the Commission from the staff
of the Directorate of Graves Registrati:n and Enquiries in 1920, and
from then until his retirement in 1947 hod held the post of Director
of Records. He hod been appointed Deputy Controller in 1943. He
had been responsible for directinR the compilation of the 1914-1918
Registers and hod written the historical introductions to them -
which hod been called little masterpieces. He had also been
responsible to a large de~ree for the establishment of the
Comnission's overseas Joint Committees, and his outstanding services
in that connection hod been recognised in 1932 by his appointment as
a C.g.G. '
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He had been a much loved colleogue and a loyal and brilliant

servant of the Conunonwealth.

The Conunission hl:id been represented at his funeral on 8th
February by Miss Milne and Mr. Holt, two of his closest ossoei~tes on
the st~ff still with the Conunission. He (the SECRETARY) hoped to
represent the Conunission at the liemorial Service on 22nd February.

The CHAIRMAN said that Colonel Chettle had been a deliahtful
personality, whom"he remembered os an enthralling travellincr companion
with a unique knowledge of the Commission's work.

DEnTH OF MnJOR W.K.K. KINN&\R. M.B.E.

The SECRETllRY said that he had to report the death on 1st February
of Major W.K.K. K1nnear at the age of 68. Major Kinnear had joined
the Commission's staff in 1921 as Registration Officer in France, and
in 1930 had returned to the United Kingdom as Area Inspector, Eastern
Re~ion. From 1950 until his retirement in 1955 he had been Chief
Administrative Officer of the United Kingdom District.

He (the SECRETARY), toaether with three of Major Kinnear's former
colleagues, had represented the Conunission at the funeral on 5th
February.

NEW ZEnIu\ND SOCIETY

The SECRET~RY said that he had had the honour of representing the
Commission, in the absence of the Vice-Chairman, at the annual dinner
of the New Zealand Society on 12th February. The President of the
Society for 1958 was Major-General Stevens, whom Mem~ would remember
when he had been Of.. icial Secretary at New Zealand House and had
represented the High Commissioner at Meetings of the Conunis3ion. In
his speech of welcome to the guests, General Stevens had paid a generous
tribute to the Comraission in the following words:-

"There are too many guests to mention individually: and
I know that all will pardon me if in the end I have to
concentrate on one or two aroups. But before reaching
that point there is one body, represented here tonight
by its Secretory, to whose activities I om rrlad to
have the opportunity to pay a public tribute - activities
~hich, alas, must hove come close to nearly everyone here.
I refer to the Imperial War Groves Conunission. Is there
anyone who has visited a War Cemetery or Notional War
Memorial who has not beon inexpressibly moved by the
beauty and peace and dignity we find there. The noble
work of the Commission deserves well of us all."

General Stevens' remarks had been received with applause.

ROLL OF HONOUR OF MERCHANT N:.VY
W,'lR nlJi,D

The SECREThRY said that the Ministry of Transport e~d Civil
nviation, which was the Ministry responsible for merchant seafarinB
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interests, had been compiline, with help from the Comrnission,
a Roll of Honour of all merchant seamen wh0 hod lost their lives
during the 1939-1945 uar. The Roll of Honour had been comple~ed

and was beine ceremonially handed over that afternoon by the
Minister to representatives of the Industry. Admiral Sir John
Edqlsten had kindly consented to represent the Commission at the
Ceremony.

DhTE OF NEXT MEeTING

The CHAIRMiiN said that the next ~eetinG of the Comrnission would
be held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, 20th March.

There being no other business, the Meetina concluded at 12.10 pom.
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