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the Southern Remgion, The Poper gave a full and interesting picture
of progress in one of the more distant Areas of the world in which
there were more war graves than was 7 enerally realised,

The SECRET/RY said that one of the Commission's Deputy Directors
of Vorks from Head Office was actually on tour in West Africa, and
that Mr. ynne Mason would be goingz out there in 1959 to review
arrangements with the Governments concerned for permanent maintenance,

REPORTS FROM THE REGIONS IPOR THE QUARTER
LNDED 31T EEEEHBEE; 1957,

The CHAIRMAN said that the Paper was a new form of Paper, giving
Reports from each of the Regions for the quarter ended 31st December,
1957+

The SECRET..RY said vhat, if Members considcred it to beuseful,
a similar Paper would be submitted each quarter,

MR, THOM/,SHOFY said that he had found it very useful and
interesting, (Other Mcmbers indicated agreement),

PROGRESS REPORT FOR_THE QU.RTER ENDED
515T_DECEMBER, 1957

The CHAIRMAN said that the Report took the usual form,

In reply to the CHAIRM.AN, Mr, PALLOT said that the fact that
Head Office Establishment was below the authorised establishment was
not unusual, The authorised establishment was that approved as at
the beginning of the Tfinancial year and, towards the end of the year,
the strength was usually considerably lower, The strength figures
shown in the Report came closer to those authorised in the Estimate
for the coming financial year.

GENERAL NOTES

The CH.:IRMAN said that he wished to draw the attention of Members
to the interesting note on the supply of rose cuttings from cemeteries
in France for a War Memorial Garden in New South Vales,

DEATH _OF LIEUTEN,NT-COLONEL H,F. CHETTLE,
CallaGo,0.B.0,

The SECRET/RY said that it was with great regretthat he had
to report the death on Hth February at the age of 75 of
Lieutenant-Colonel H.F, Chettle, formerly Deputy Controller of the
Commission. Colonel Chettle had joined the Commission from the staff
of the Directorate of Graves Registration and Enquiries in 1920, and
from then until his retirement in 1947 had held the post of Director
of Records, He had been appointed Deputy Controller in 1943, He
had been responsible for direéting the compilation of the 1914-1918
Registers and had written the historical introductions to them -
which had been called little masterpieces, He had also becn
responsible to a large depgree Tfor the establishment of the
Commission's overseas Joint Committees, and his outstanding services
incthat connection had been recognised in 1932 by his appointment as
a C,l.G, |
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He had been a much loved collezpgue and a loyal and brilliant
servant of the Commonwealth,

The Commission had been represented at his funeral on 8th
February by Miss Milne and Mr, Holt, two of his closest associcrtes on
the staff still with the Commission., He (the SECRETARY) hoped to
represent the Commission at the lMemorial Service on 22nd February.

The CHAIRMAN said that Colonel Chettle had been a delightful .
personality, whom 'he remenbered as an enthralling travelling companion
with a unique knowledge of the Commission's work.

DEATH OF MAJOR W.K.K, KINNEAR, M,B.E.

The SECRETARY said that he had toreport the death on lst February
of Major W.K.K, Kinnear at the age of 68. Major Kinnear had joined |
the Commission's staff in 1921 as Registration Officer in France, and |
in 1930 had returned to the United Kingdom as Area Inspector, Eastern
Region, From 1950 until his retirement in 1955 he had been Chief
Administrative Officer of the United Kingdom District,

He (the SECRETARY), together with three of Major Kinnear's former
colleagues, had represented the Commission at the funeral on 5th
February.

NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY

The SECRET./RY said thet he had had the honour of reprcsenting the
Commiseion, in the absence of the Vice~Chairman, at the annual dinner
of the New Zealand Society on 12th February. The President of the
Society for 1958 was Major-General Stevens, whom Manbere would remember
when he had been 0f icial Secretary at New Zealand House and had
represented the High Commissioner at leetings of the Commission, In
his speech of welcome to the psuests, General Stevens had paid a generou%
tribute to the Commission in the following words:-

"There are too many guests to mention individually: and

I know that all will pardon me if in the end I have to
concentrate on one or two groups. But before reaching
that point there is one body, represented here tonight

by its Secretary, to whose activities I am glad to

have the opportunity to pay a public tribute - activities
which, alas, must have come close to nearly everyone here,
I refer to the Imperial War Graves Commission. Is there
"anyone who has visited a War Cemetery or National War
Memorial who has not been inexpressibly moved by the
beauty and peace and dignity we find there. The noble
work of the Commission deserves well of us all,"

General Stevens' remarks had been received with applause.

ROLL OF HONOUR OF MERCHANT N.VY
Y: "B E a D

The SECRETARY said that the Ministry of Transport and Civil
Aviation, which was the Ministry responsible for merchant seafaring
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interests, had been compiling, with help from the Commission,

a Roll of Honour of all mcrchant seamen who had lost their lives
during the 1939-1945 War. The Roll of Honour had been complefed
and was being ceremonially handed over that afternoon by the
Minister to representatives of the Industry. Admiral Sir John
Edelsten had kindly consented to represent the Commission at the
Cerenony.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The CHAIRMAN said that the next Meeting of the Commission would
be held at 11 a.m, on Thursday, 20th March,

There being no other business, the Meeting concluded at 12,10 pom.




