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Evensong in Westminster Abbey at 3 p.m. that arternoon
(Sunday, 21st May) would be a special Service to mark the
Commission's 50th Anniversary. The Dean or Westminster would
preach on the work or the Commission and invitations to be
pres ent would be sen t to all Liembers and their wives and to
other Commonwealth High Commissioners, roreign Ambassadors and
other persons and representatives or bodies associated with the
Commission's work. Princess clarina, Duchess or Kent, had j
accepted an invitation to be present. The Service would be
open to members or the public.

On Tuesday, 23rd May, at 6.30 p.m., Her Majesty's
Government in the United Kingdom was giving a ~eception at
Lancaster House to mark the occasion or the Commission's 50th
Anniversary ffild all ~embers and their wives would be receiving
invitations.

From 23rd to 26th May, photographs or horticulture in the
war cemeteries would be on exhibition in the Garden Design
Section or the Royal HorticUltural Society's Chelsea Show and
he hoped that as many Iembers as possible would make a point or
seeing this exhibition. The photographs would subsequently be
added to the exhibition at the Imperial War Museum.

hrticles about the Commission's work would be appearing in
the Press throughout the Commonrealth and South f~rica and
there would also be some radio and television coverage.
Arrangements were being made ror the Service in Westminster
~bbey to be recorded ror late~ transmission on the B.B.C. Home
and Overseas Services.

The making of all these arrangements imposed a very great
burden upon the co pa'atively small starr at Head Orrice and
he was sure Members would agree that he should ask the Director
General to express the Commission's appreciation or the special
errorts that were being made, in addition to the ordinary
routine work Which, or course, did not stop.

Colonel CHAUBERS said there were two rorthcoming events
or which the Commission should be apprised, There would be a
joint 3ritish, Canadian and French ceremony at Dieppe on the
evening or the 18th and the day or the 19th August to commemorate
the 25th ffilfiiversary or the Battle or Dieppe. This was now in
the preliminary planning stages between the British and Canadian
Governments. There would also be a joint Commonwealth ceremony
in Tyne Cot Cemetery on Sunday, 8th October, to commemorate the
Battle or Passchendaele. There would probably also be a
smaller ceremony at that time at the Canadian Memorial at st.
Julien.

Mr. BOYLE said that hustralia would also be concerned in
the 50th anniversary ceremony at Passchendaele.

The S~cqETD~Y asked Colonel Chambers
committee looking arter these ceremonies;
Co~~ission oUght to be represented on it.

ir there was a
ir so, then the

Colonel CHAMBEqS said that the Derence Committee were
co-ordinating the Commonwealth ceremony at Pass.chendaele and he
was co-ordinating that ror Dieppe on their behalf as well as on
behalr or the Canadian Government,
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The Ca'~~Mf~ asked Colonel Chambers i~ he would keep the
Commission ~ully in~ormed.

In reply, Colonel CHMfBERS said he would certainly do so
as ~urther in~ormation became available.

The CHJIIRMAN thanked Colonel Cha.llbers ~or his remarks and
asked i~ there were any other points that Members would like
to raise on the General Notes. (There was no response.)

OTHER. BUSINESS

The CHAIPJ~l~ said that the last Item on the Agenda, No. 13,
was Other Business. Be~ore he asked Members whether there
were any points they would like to raise, he would ask the
Secretary to give a brie~ report on the progress o~ the
constructional work which had been outstanding at the beginning
o~ the current ~inancial year at 1st April, 1966.

The SECRETARY said that this was the last -eeting o~ the
Commission in the current ~inancial year, which ended on 31st
March, and it seemed an appropriate time to report what progress
had been .nade since the beginning o~ the year. A table was
pUblished eac year as an appendix to the Annual Report and
that which had been appended to the last Annual Report had
listed ~our ceilleteries and three collective emorials o~ the
1939-1945 War at which construction had yet to be completed at
the end o~ last year.

The position at these sites was now as ~ollows. La ~union
CemeterY, Bougie, Algeria, was complete. At Ambon War Cemetery
and the Ambon ilemorial in Indonesia, work was in progress and
was expected to be completed in June, 1967. Five hundred and
two out o~ the 520 headstones still to be erected at the begin
ning o~ the current ~inancial year would be erected in J.~bon War
CemeterY in the coUrse o~ these works. Pt YJhana~in War Cemetery,
Ira~, the monument now to be erected should be completed by
December next. At Mosul War Cemetery, Ira~, work was currently
in progress and was expected to be completed in June. The
Basra Cremation Memorial in Ira~ had been completed. In
Nigeria, work had not yet started on the Kaduna MeJilOrial but
preparatory work on the site was in progress.

The CH.i~IR 'lAN thanked the Secretary ~or his report. He
said he understood that during a recent visit to South p~rica

~r. Wylie had made a number o~ visits to war graves. The
Commission were very grate~ul to him and perhaps he would like
to tell Members a little about what he had seen.

In reply, Mr. V~IE said he was ~raid that he had only
been able to visit two cemeteries, one at Johannesburg and the
other at Cape To\vn. These had been his ~i st visits to war
l>J:'aves ~orming part o~ a general cemetery. • t Johannesburg
(West Park) Cemetery, the standard o~ maintenance was very good
and the war graves were very well looked a~ter in the same way
as the remainder o~ the cemetery; the superintendent, however,
did not seem to appreciate any distinction between the war
graves plot and other sections o~. the cemetery. lai tland Road
Cemetery in Cape Tovm he had ~ound rather depressing; it was
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an enormous cemetery, divided into sections and private plots,
most o~ which were not very well kept. The military section,
containing the wm' braves, appeared to be divided into two
parts - one part, which was largely 1939-1945, was very well
kept but the pre-1914 section adjoining it appeared to be
neglected, with all the headstones at di~~erent angles and some
o~ them lying on the ground. The sur~ace was sand; there had
not been any attempt to grass it and it contrasted sharply with
the adjoining plot.

The SECP.ETJ~Y said that he knew that there was close
contact between the Secretary o~ the Co~nission's South j~rican

Agency and the Director o~ Parks and Cemeteries in Johannesburg,
whom he had met on his last visit to South A~rica. There might
possibly have been a change in the cemetery superintendent,
The arrangement was that the cemetery authorities should maintain
the war graves, some in a special plot and some scattered, in
the same excellent way in which they were maintaining many o~

the civil graves in the cemetery, so it was understandable that
a new superintendent might not be aware o~ any particular
distinction. In the case o~ ~aitland Road Cemetery in Cape
Town, it was a ~act that there were two separate responsibili
ties. The war graves o~ the 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 Wars were
the Commission's responsibility and the war graves and Service
graves o~ the period around 1900 up to 1914 were the respcnsi
bility o~ the South ,frican var Graves Board. There were also
some graves o~ indeterminate responsibility in the same area,
on the seaward side o~ that plot. There was a joint scheme
~or amalgamating both plots which would result in an even
standard o~ maintenance but this scheme had not been completed
at the time o~ Mr. Wylie's visit. He hoped it would be
completed by June, when he was due to visit South A~rica.

The CHJ~IRMAN asked i~

receiving a ~urther report
visit.

embers could look ~orward to
in September ~ollowing the Secretary's

In reply, the ECRETllliY said he hoped to be able to report
then that the work had been done. There had been some slight
di~ficulty on the side of the South African War Graves Board
in making ~unds available at a particular date, as they had to
phase their operations, completing so much each year, on account
of the immensity o~ their task of providing ~or the renovation
and maintenill1ce o~ hitherto neglected graves of the pre-1914
period.

The CHAIRMAN asked i~ there were any other points that
Members would like to raise under \lOther Business". (There
was no response.)

D.TE OF NEXT MEETING

The CHJIRrV~~ asked i~ he might just reiterate that the next
~eeting would be the 50th iumiversary Meeting on Thursday, 18th
iVlay, at 3 p.m. at St. James's Palace, and that the next normal
Meeting of the Commission would be at the Head O~~ice on
Wednesday, 14th June, 1967, at 11 a.m.


