




TERMINAT ION S.

THAT the Commission hereby approve the termination of the
appointments of the undermentioned Officers as from the
dates set out against their names.

December, 1930.

NAME. APPOINTMENT. SALARY. DATE.

DAVIS, A. Chief Clerk of Works, @ £350/15/400
France. per annum. 21.11.30.

.ILSON, W.H• Clerk of Works, @ £300/15/350
France. po~ an..'lum. 15.11, 30.~.

LOV.t'E, p. 2nd Class Clerk, @ £380
London. per annum. 9.12.30.

CEMETERY REGISTERS.

THE VICE-CHAIffiL~ in referring to the cemetery Registers,

which were on the table, explained that they were a

good illustration of the complicated nature of this work.

In the case of Brussels, it could be seen that there

were numbers of small cemeteries all ro~~d Brussels in

which war graves were situated, and a similar state of

affairs existed at Ghent. The sales of the Registers

equalled 16 per cent of the number of names.

GRAVES IN THE CAMEROONS.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN then asked the Meeting to approve the

policy which it was proposed to pursue with regard

to the British graves in the Cameroons. He explained

that there were 63 graves of European-born soldiers

all of whose names were co~~emorated on unit memorials

in Nigeria. This might be considered sufficient

commemoration, but the fact remained that the graves

were not permanently marked. It had been suggested

13.



that an experienced officer should be sent out to

the Cameroons to concentrate the graves where necessary

and possible, and to mark the remainder in situ. Owing,

however, to the increased need of ecenomy he proposed,

subject to the approval of the Meeting, to ask the

French Authorities in the Cameroons, through the French

Graves Service in France, to concentrate the graves

where necessary and possible, and to erect headstones

on those concentrated, and on those which could be

marked in situ. This was agreed.

SOUTH RUSSIA.

With regard to South Russia, the Vice-Chairman

explained the position. He recalled that at one time

the Commission considered the advisabaility of recording

the names of those buried in South Russia in Raidar

Pasha cemetery, Constantinople, since it was felt at

that time that the graves were, to all intents and

purposes, inaccessible. Since then there had been an

improvement in the International situation, and it

would now be possible for their representative, Mr. Morris,

who had recently been in North Russia, to visit South

Russia. There w~s, however, no guarantee that he would

be free to carrJ out the necessary work on arrival there,

nor was it possible to make proper arrangements for

the subsequent maintena-'1ce of the graves.

Yne Finance Committee had considered the

matter and were of opinion that it would be better to

wait before taking any action. Instead of putting

the whole expenditure, some £7,000, on to this year's
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Estimates, they had allotted a small s~, between

£1,700 and £2,000, to carry out such work as might be

possible. This meant that no organised attempt

would be made at present to mark these graves. The

graves were situated at such places as Batoum where

there .ere 57 graves, Baku where there were 45, and

Tiflis where there were 32. There were others at

:various small cemeteries, many of which could

probablY not now be identified.

SI~ GEORGE MACDONOGH said that he was in entire agreement

With the decision of the Finance Committee, and he

considered that it would be very much better to

postpone action for the present. It seemed to him

to be inac:.visable to erect headstones and then to

leave them with no-one to look after them. He would

prefer to wait until British Consuls were appointed

to the more important to~ns in Russia, when arrangements

could be made for supervision of the cemeteries by

the Consuls.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN suggested therefore that it would be

better to leave the matter in abeyance until such

time as-British Consuls were appointed. This was agreed.

INSCRIPTION FOR THE THIEPVAL MEMORIAL.

THE VICE-~nAIRMAN asked Sir Frederic Kenyon to detail

the proposals for the inscription for the Thiepval

Memorial.

SIR FREDERIC KENYON, who produced plans, referred to the

decision Which had been reached at the last Meeting.

There were two inscriptions to be engraved, one

reading "The Mi ssing of the Somme", anci the other
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"Aux Armees Francaises et ~ritanniques l'Eopire

Britannique Reconnaissa.'1t". At the last Meeting it

had been suggested that the French inscription might

go at the top on a high tablet near the top of the

whole monument, where it would appear on both sides,

front and back. The inscription "The Missing of the Somme"

to be engraved on a band across the centre of the Memorial.

At the previous meeting it had been stated that

Sir Edwin Lutyens was not in favour of the inscription

"The Missing of the Somme" running along the string course

on the coping, and an alternative suggestion was to put

this inscription on two tablets, one at the front of- .
the bUilding, and one at the back. The French inscription

would then be put on corresponding tablets on the two

sides.

On the whole it was unoerstood that Sir Edwin

Lutyens preferred to have both the inscriptions at the

higher level, and the only question which in his

(Sir Frederic's) opinion needed settling was how far

the lettering at the higher level ;~ould b-e visible.

The height would be 135 feet, which was apprOXimately

twice the height of most buildings in London. If the

lettering could ·oe made visiole at this height, it was

preferable to have the words "The Missing of the Somme"

near the top of the monument, either at the entrance,

or on the other side. In that case the inscription

"Aux Armees Francaises et Britanniques 1 'Empire Britannique

Reconnaissant" would be on the two sides. He understood

that as the Memorial was approached by road you would
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see the inscription "Aux Armees Francaises et

Britanniques l'Empire Britannique Reconnaissant" as

soon as you got near the Memorial. As you actually

entered the Memorial the inscription "The Missing of

the Somme" would be seen.

SIR Wp~TER BRAImHWAITE asked. how high up the inscription

"The Missing of the Somme" would be if it were engraved

upon the coping, and in reply

COLO~~L ROBINSON stated that it would be 70 feet.

SIR ~ALTER B~~ITHiAITE stated that he had discussed the

matter at some length with Mr. Kipling, and that he

was in whole hearted agreement with him as to the

desirabili ty of having the words "The Missing of the Somme"

prominently across the front of the Memorial, on the

coping. In other words he and Mr. Kipling were both

definitely of tr.e opinion that the inscription "The Missing

of the Somme" should be the principal and most striking

inscription.

SIR MOr1GAN SINGER agreed.

After considerable discussicn it ~as agreed

that the inscription "The Missing of the Somme" sho1.ll

appear on the coping at the front ~~d back of the

Memorial and not on the sides.

This concluded the business.

1Ji.-/- 5/.
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