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THE VICE-CHAIRMAlI asked if it was the pleasure of the meeting

•

that the Minutes of the previous meeting should be signed.
This was agreed and the i:inutes were signed.
THE VICE-CHAIR::AH said with reCard to the death of His llajesty
King George V that resolutions of sympathy had beell conveyed
tG King Edward VIII and to

~ueen

liary.

It was not possible

in the circumstances to call a special meeting of the
Commission, but he had consulted as many members as were
available on the way in which the resolution should be worded.
It was necessary for these resolutions and the answers to
them to be entered officially in the Commission IS Minutes.
The following resolution was proposed by Sir I!organ
Singer, seconded by Colonel Vanier and agreed:
2.

"That the COllllil1asiol1 having cOl1sidered a
paper reference 11/B36/4/V dated February 11th 1936,
resolve that the resolutions of condolence
submitted by the Commission to the King and to
~ueen

llary on the occcsion of the death of

Ilis liajesty Iang George V and the replies thereto,
be entered on the 1iinutes."
Th. letters and the replies were as follows:
":':r Duff Cooper with his humble ccuty to Your
Majesty has the honour to submit the folloWing
Resolution:
The Liembers of the I::perial \Jar Graves Comnission
desire to offer the assurance of their deep sympathy in
the death of His late Uajesty and their prayers that
comfort and strength may bs given to Your Majesty at this
time. They remember that the Commission owes its being
to the act of Your gracious Father, that its creation
was asked for and its Presidency accepted by Your Majesty
as Prince of Wales, that the work it has done and is
doing has owed much to the support and counsel of its
President. As a free association for a COj~lOn task of the
free peoples whom your I;ajesty knows so well: as guardians
of the graves and memorials of whose million dead with
whom Your Eajesty so gladly shared the risks and
hardships of the Front: they wish Hr. Duff Cooper to
say that the same affection which Your rsvered Father
gained from those who have suffered the cruellest blows
of war has been won by the Prince of Wales and will
be given to Your uajesty as their King."
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"Buckingham Palace.
Dear Secretary of State.
I am commanded by the King to convey to the
Members of the Imperial War Graves Commission His
Majesty's heartfelt thanks for the ~ind and
sympathetic terms of their message.
The King-will continue to take an unceasing
interest in the solemn work on which the Commission
is engaged.
Yours very truly,
(Signed)

The Secretary of state,
War Office.

WIGRAM

"

"Mr Duff Cooper has the honour respectfully to submit
to Your Majesty the following Resolution:
The members of the tmperial War Graves Commission
desire to offer the assurance of their deep sympathy
in the death of His Majesty King George V. and of their
prayers for Your l~ajestyts comfort at this time. They
recall Your llajest1es' constant interest in their task,
and the support and encouragement given to them by
Royal visits to the war Cemeteries in France, Belgimn
a~d 'Italy, and they remember particularly Your Majesty's
gracious act in unveiling their Memorial on Tower Hill.
They feel that the solace given to the bereaved, then
and at many other tunes, cannot fail to return, in full
measure, from the prayers, on Your Majestyts behalf,
of men and women of every nation of the :Empire."

"Buckingham Palace.
1ry dear General,
I have had the honour to submit to Queen Mary
the resolution from the Hembers of the Imperial War
Graves comr.lission which accompanied your letter of
the 22nd of January,
In reply The Queen comn~nd6 me to request you
to convey her sincere thanks to Ur Duff Cooper, and,
through him, to the Members of the Commission, for
their kind message of sympathy in Her Majesty's
sad bereavenent.
The Queen deeply appreciates this thought for
her in Her Majesty's overwhelming sorrow.
Yours sincerely,
(Signed) Gerald Chichester.
11ajor General
Sir Fabian Ware.KCVO.YU3E.CBf~1G.
Imperial War Graves Commission,
32, Grosvenor Gardens,

Private Secretary to H.M. Queen Mary.

S. VI. 1.
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THE

then

VIC~CHAIRMAN

ref~rred

to the death of Mr. Rudyard Kipling

and said "Gentlemen, I am sure I shall have your kind
indulgence in attempting to say what it falls to me to say
from the Chair in connection with the death of our
colleague, Rudyard Kipling.
This is, I thinlc, an occasion when I should remind you
that those of us who were original members of the
Comnission are now very few.

This morning, though I have

not looked into our oldest records for a long time, I asked
for the list of the original members of the Commission, as
I thought you might wish when thinking of Rudyard Kipling
to recall all those who first helped us to build up
this work.
The first name on this list of original members is
the then Secretary of state for

~ar,

our first Chairman,

Lord Derby, there then follow the Secretary of state for
the Colonies, Lord Long, who is dead; the Secretary of Stats
for India, Mr. Montagu, who is dead; the First Commissioner
of Works, Sir Alfred 4ond, who is dead;

the Hon. Sir George

Perley; the Rt. Hon. Andrew Fisher, of Australia, who is dead;
the Hon. Sir Thomas Mackenzie, of llew Zealand, who is dead;
the Rt. Hon.

~.

P. Schreiner, of South Africa, who is dead.

And may I record here that on the very last occasion on
which Mr. Schreiner attended a meeting before he died, he
obtained froD me a promise that I would make this
work - a promise

w~ich

I have kept.

my

life's

On the list also appears

the name of the Hon. Sir Edgar Bowring, who is now a member
of the Comnission.

Then follow the names of the unofficial

members uho accepted the invitation to help in this work
and were appointed by Royal Uarrant;
who is dead;

Sir William Garstin,

Hr. Harry Gosling, who is dead; Hr Rudyard Kipling;
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General Sir Nev1l Maoready;
is dead:

Genera~

Sir Herbert P1umer, who

Admiral Poe, who is dead; and myself.

Tha.t means that the only t\VO original members who are
now alive, and on the
and myself.

C~ission,

are Sir Edgar Bowring

There is also one, who I am sorry could not be

here this afternoon. who is contemporary with me, our dear
friend Sir George Macdonogh;

while not actually an original

member of the Commission, he was aoon after ita establishment
supporting it in the War Office as Adjutant-General, and
on his retirement from that Office he continued to be a
member of the Comnlss ion.
Now, Gentlemen, you will not expect me to say much about
Rudyard Kipling;
oldest friends.

he was, as some of you know, one of my
Our friendship covered thirty years, and I

feel that just at present I can neither say nor write anything
pUblicly about htm.
appreciation of him.

So let me fall back on anotherts
As I was coming into the office, there

was put into my hands a letter from

r. George Trevelyan,

the historian, whom we had approached (I shall tell you about
that later) with regard to the possible filling of the vacancy
left by Mr. K1pling.

His letter closes with these words:

"As to replacing him

hom you have lost, you will wait for

centuries for such another to fill the place as he in every
respect filled and suited and dignified it".
I think that \ hat I can most easily do, in speaking to
the Resolution before you, is not to attempt any appraisement,
but to tell you quite simply of my last quiet talk with him.
It seemed to me peculiarly appropriate both to our work
generally and to the occasion.

It was a few weeks ago.

Coming back from a lunch at the French ]}nbassy, we had been
talking about the work of the Commission and we had recalled

.. ~ -

•
,

a characteristic statement which he had once made about it,
when he had said to me, "You know, this is the greatest bit
of constructional work since the Pharaohs", and then had added,
with that qui ok turn of his head whi ch we all knew, "and they
only worked in their own country, old manJ"

Discussing that

statement I said to him -- forgive me, Gentlemen, for intruding
a thought of my own, but it is essential to the narrative ••
"What interests me nost is what the men who are dead are
thinking of what we are doing".

Immediately the shades were

peopled with children of RUdyard Kipling's imagination, all
of them Tommies discussing us and our work.

j

For a short time

he carried me into another world, telling me what they were
saying.

But the story remained unfinished;

and I had to leave

him at the office door and return to my duties.
It was one of the greatest privileges of my life
occasionally to

go down to Butwash and spend a day with the

Kiplings, when he would sometimes read to me stories or poems
that he had not quite finished or to some of which he did not
think he had yet found the right end.

,

(It will interest those

of you who know his works best that the two stories he thus
read to me, which stand out most vividly in my memory, are
those based on the legend that Harold survived the battle of
Hastings and on records of Drake's doings as a young sailor
when he learnt his seamanship.)

Well, Gentlemen, the story

which he was telling me as we were driving down that afternoon
from the French Embassy was one he

had not finished.

But

when the bitterness of this snapping of an old friendship
bites most deeply, I find ClonUbrt and even happiness in
allowing my imagination, borne up by faith, to continue that
story, comforted by the knowledge that, now, he has found
the right end.
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One cannot think of Rudyard Kipling without at the same
time seeing that tower of strength beside him, that model
of wifely support and encouragement, Mrs. Kipling, now
standing alone.
About her too let me confine my remarke to a narrative
o

form.

It wae at Terlincthun in 1922, when the King had placed

his wreath before the Cross of Sacrifice in that Boulogne
Cemetery and made that wonderful speech of his to the peoples
of the Empire.

We had made arrangements on that day that,

owing to the number of people present, none of the ladies
who were attending should be presented to the King and the
~ueen

•• only the officials who were actually carrying out

the Commission's work.
Mrs. Kipling'

°

But the King and the

~ueen

heard that

was there, and said they wished to speak to her.

I brought Mrs. Kipling to

t~

King, and he said to her:

HAnd where is your sonls grave, Mrs. Kipling?"

She replied:

"My son has no grave, Sir"; and the King answered sadly:
"That is t:1e hardest case of all".
Now, we have tried •• some of the older members of
the Staff and myself

to put into words the appreciation

which the Commission feel for the work and support that
Rudyard Kipling has given them in the past.
you these words.

It was precisely on

I will read to

occasions such as this

that we depended upon Rudyard Kipling's mastery of the
English language.

Indeed we have even now fallen back on that,

for some of the words which We have used here are actually
taken from a Resolution which he drafted, sitting in his chair
there, in memory of our dear friend Harry Gosling. (Draft
Resolution read.)
I think it is fitting that this Resolution should
be moved from the chair and should be seconded by the
representative of the senior

Do~inion

k indl~· do so.
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if Colonel Vanier will

COLONEL VANIER:

"We have listened with

emot~on

to our Vice-Chairman's

words of affection and sorrow for his and our old friend,
and I, with you, feel that things around this table can
never be quite the same agqin.

The Commission has suffered

a loss which I shall make no atteopt to measure in words;
the adequate expression can be only in our hearts.

He

was always so kind and helpful to me that I feel a deep
personal loss, as if something very real pad gone out of
my life.

However, we have this consolation in our grief:

he has given us so much of himself, he has left such a mark
on each one of us, that we eha11 continue to feel his
presence

~nd

his guidance at our meetings.

Only a really

great man, or a child. could be as simple as he was, and
I for one have no doubt that he will rank as one of the
greatest writers and also. which is perhaps more important,
as one of the finest characters of modern times.

In these

days when letters are sometimes made the instrument of
corruption, Kip1ing understood that real art can only be
based on justice and truth.

No greater tribute could be

paid him. than that anyone who knew him or read his books
was the better tor it.
A review which appearaa in a French pUblication began
in this way:-x'

"This is not meant to be a literary :-,eview;

it is rather in the nature of a debt which has to be repaid.
There are many of us who, without Kip1ing, would not look
at the world and men with the same eyes and would not bring,
to the conduct of life, the same heart. tI

You will see that

even those of other lands understood.

*

The French original of this review is as fo11ows:-

till ne s lagit pas io1 de critique litteraire. Il
stagit d'une dette a reconnaitre. Nous sommes un certain
nombre qui, sans Kipling, ne regarderions pas le monde
et lea hommes de ce mame regard que nous po sons sur eux,
qui n1apporterions pas a la vie le meme coeur." (ETUDES,
No. du 5 Fevrier, 1936).
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RUdyard Kipling was the great apostle of service, whether

•

of obedience or of command: the sUbject's ,service or the King's.
Unafraid he served, and we can best honour his memory by
serving.
In this short tribute to our dear friend my thoughts,
like yours, are turned towards the wife who was his devoted
companion.
I have the honour to second the riesolution which you
have just read.
MR LAWSON:

"Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that I succeeded

the late Mr. Gosling and I am here largely because I am
connected with the same industrial forces in the country,
I think I ought to say a few words from that angle.
When I came on to this Commission and discovered
that I could sit close to Mr. KiplinG, I felt, as I know most
of the members of this Commission felt, that the fact that
they were members of the same body was, to some extent, a
reward for any service that they did.

One had read the books

and stories of this literary giant and it seemed almost
impossible to believe that you could see him in the flesh.
Like other great men, I think Mr. Kipling has sometimes
suffered from the admiration of his friends.

l

I do not

believe the world has the slightest idea of the simple
kindly man that Mr. Kipling was -- to which Colonel Vanier
hes referred.

If I had a

wor~

with any biographer of

Mr. Kipling, I should certainly say this from my o\Yn knowledge,
and ! am sure the other members of the Commission have had
similar experiences.

I was not surprised to see that

tribute that was paid by very humble people at his funeral.
And I say that i f I had a word to say to his biographer, I
should advise the searching out of that

si~e

of Mr. Kipling

which was perhaps not the least forceful part of his character.
I had personal experience of that.
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He forgot nothing,

he forgot no names of the humblest and the simplest people.
It was my pleasure, and I feel a very mournful pleasure, to
see him at the last meeting at which he was present, and
perhaps to be one of the last Dembers to speak to him.
One hesitated to approach him on personal matters, but he
had remembered someone about whom we were interested, and
he wanted to know how this person was going on.

He remembered

the elightest detail connected with the matter.

The Chairman

went away with him that day, and I shall always recember
that he was apparently sturdy and strong and active.

I am

sure the members of this Commission, if they expressed
themselves, would say very much the same as I would say,
in this:

that at least he was not only a literary giant,

a great artist of tIe pen, but he was a simple and kindly man,
and perhaps soce of his greatest characters have come to life
because of his simplicity; because, when we come to think
of it, he certainly gave vitality to many characters who
would otherwise have been nobodies.
The following resolution was proposed by the
Vice-Chairman, seconded by Colonel Vanier and agreed:

3.

ftThat the Commission place on record their
deep and abiding sense of the loss Which they have
sustained in the death of their colleague and
friend J4r. Rudyard Kipling.

They feel that an

association of no ordinary official nature has been
broken; and they know that this feeling is shared
by their staff, to whom, in consultation in London
or on frequent visits to the cemeteries abroad,
he gave encouragement, inspiration, and a sense
of personal interest in their work and welfare.
As an original Member of the Commission. he helped
to build the work from its foundations.

He first,

in 1918, in a pamphlet entitled 'The Graves of the
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...
Fallen', interpreted their policy to the people
..
-"

in every part of the Empire; he spoke to the
British and French nations at the Unveiling of'
the Loos Memorial, the perpetual testimony of
his personal sacrifice; the inseriptions on the
oenorials era eted by the Commission throughout
the world were written, approved or selected by
himself, and it may be said that his counsel and
his active support have helped them in all their
undertakings.

To Mrs. Kipling and her family

they offer their deepest

sy~pathy

anQ the assurance

that they will continue to honour his memory."
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that there were one or two other matters
to which he would like to refer before coming to the
regular business.
In connection with the death of King George, a number
of telegrams of condolence had been received.
who had hastened to

c~lunicate

l~ong

those

with the Commission were

General Vincensini, General de castelnau, General de Bellaigue
de Bughas, Colonelllichelet and General Ugo Cei.

A letter

of sympathy had also been received from Dr. Eulen of the

l.

German Volksbund, the voluntary society which interested
itself in German War Graves.
In France there had been numerous instances of the
keen sympathy felt by the French people on the occasion of
the Kingls death.

Services were held in several of the

British War Cemeteries and notably at Arras, and

opport~nity

had then been taken by a large number of citizens of Arras
to sign their names in the Visitors' Book at the Faubourg
d 1Amiens Cemetery.

The book had been sent over to London
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and he had taken it to Buckingham Palace where it had
been shown to His Majesty, who was greatly impressed by it.
Steilar manifestations of sympathy were received from
Belgium and a service was held at the Menin Gate which was
atten~ed by

over 500 people, including the Mayor and

menbers of the Town Council.
In connection with Mr. Kipling's death a notable
ceremony took place at the Loos Memorial to the Missing
when the Prefet, the sous-Prefet and other officials laid
a wreath at the foot of the panel on which the name of
Mr. Kiplingls son was commemorated.
The Commission would be glad to know that Mr. Charles
HOlden, one of the Principal Architects of the Commission,
had recently been nominated for the Royal Gold Medal of
tae Royal Institute of British Architects.
The number of visitors signing the Visitors' Books
at the cemeteries and memorials in France and Belgium
during December was 595 and in January was 659.

The

corresponding totals for December and January in 1934-35
were 646 and 502.
It would be of interest to Commissioners to know that
the reproduction of the plaques to the llillion Dead of
the Empire which had been sent out to Australia and
New Zealand had met with an extremely favourable recreption.
The number of letters which he (tho Vice-Chairman) had
received expressing appreciation of these plaques was
remarkable.

Among those who had written were Mr. Lyons,

Prime Minister of Australia: Mr. Forbes until recently Prime
Minister of New Zealand, and many members

~nd

officials

of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Associations and
of the Legacy Clubs.
MRDUFFY said that he had been greatly interested to hear of
the excellent reception which these plaques had received
and he had cocmunicated it to the High Commissioner.
- 12 -

THE

VICE-CF~I~UUl

then want on to speak of filling the vacancy

occasioned by Mr. Kipling1s death.

He said that there was

nothing in their Charter saying how new members should be
appointed, but the practice in the past had been to discuss
a number of likely names and Ultimately to agree to submit
one nrone for appointment by Royal Warrant.

The Commission

would realize that the present unofficial members represented
distinct interests such as the Royal Navy, certain anglee
of political thou€ht, the British Red Cross and so on.
Mr. Kipling had definitely represented Letters and it seemed
to be the general opinion of those whom he had consulted
that his succes&or should also be a man of Letters.

It

would be agreed that whoever was chosen should be a man
whose name was known not only in the United Kingdom but also
in the DOBinions and one of those who have been suggested
was llr. Geor£e Trevelyan.

Unfortunately he had wr:i.tten

that circumstances Bade it impossible for him to aCC$pt
nomination.

Other names had been mentioned and he

W0U:~

be

glad if members of the commission would consider this question
and let him have any suggestions.
THE VICE-CHAIRMA11 then called attention to some interesting
photographs from Australia which had been taken by
captain Murphy in the course of his recent visit to the
Commonwealth.

The photographs were passed round for

inspe ct ion.
REPORT OF THE 248TH MEETING OF T:-iE
FINANCE COHllITTJ:E.
COLONEL OSWALD, in response to a question by the Vice-Chairman,
invited the attention of the meeting to the item dealing
with Stahnsdorf CeBetery, Berlin.
I

THE VICE-illiAIREAl; recalled that the Commission had generously
undertaken to neet the cost of erecting the new German

- 13 •

headstones on the German graves in the

U~ited

Kingdom and

of erecting the headstones on the German graves in the British
Cemeteries in France.

In return it had been suggested to

the Germans that facilities should be offered to the
Commission for paying for the work which was now being
undertaken at Stahnsdorf Cemetery at a favourable rate of
exchange.

As the result of negotiations, with this end in

view, it had been possible to obtain marks at the rate of
30 to the £, and thus to effect a saving of over £400.
It was

mov~d

by Lord Stanley, seconded by Mr.Klerck

and agree,,:
"That the Report of the 248th Meeting

4.

of the Finance Committee be adopted."
REPORT OF T:!E 10TH M3ETING OF THE
EDUCAT ION COJLITTEJ.!:.
THE

VICE-CHAI~~~

referred to the Report before the meeting

and stated that Sir Edmund Phipps and Mr Peck were keenly
interested in this work and were rendering very valuable
services.
One of the matters discussed at the meeting was the
difficult question of the bus fares for the children attending
the Eton School, a solution to which had not yet been found.
The matter was, however, still the subject of

11l3go~iation.

Another uatter to which reference was made in the
Report was the possibility of making a grant in excess of
£10 to Gardener-Caretaker Eaton.

It was suggested that this

matter might be referred to the Finance Committee.
This was agreed.
The following resolution was proposed
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by

Ur. Duffy,

seconded

by

Ur, Lawson and agreed:
"That the Report of the lOth Meeting

of the Education Committee be adopted, and that
item 10 be referred to the Finance Committee
for consideration and action without further
refsrence to the Commission. 11
AllGLD-GERMAN-FRENCH MIXED COM"t.iITTEE
THE VICE-CHAIRMAli said that it was necessary formally to appoint
those members of the COmLlittee who hed not already been
appointed.

Dr. Gie was now unfortunately unable to

serve and as a result, after consultation with various
members of the Commission, it had been decided to invite
a Canadian representative in the person of Sir Edward Peacock
whom he had seen and who had generously agreed to help
the Commission still further in this way.
would also be glad to learn that Hr

The Cammission

Lawson had kindly

consented to serve.
With regard to the German appointments, General von Seeckt
was a man of wide outlook and one who was greatly respected
in his own country.

The names of the other German members

were before them and particular interest attached to
of Dr. Eulen, President of the Volksbund, the great

th~t
v~luntary

organisation in Germany concerned with the commemoration
of the dead.

The thanks of the Commission was undoubtedly

due to Dr Gaus for his part in the negotiations which led
to these appointments.
It would be seen that the French Honorary Member was
the French

Ambassa~or

in Berlin, Monsieur Andre Francois,

Poncet, and that the French Official Member was IntendantGeneral Vincensini.
It was proposed by Sir Morgan Singer, seconded by
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Colonel Vanier and agreed:
6.

"That the Commission having 'considered
Resolution 4, of their 189th HeetinG, and a
statement nuobered 30/A36/301/V, resolve
that the following be appointed, and they are
hereby appointed, Honorary Members and
l.:embers respectively of the Anglo-German-French
~ixed Committee of the Commission :Honorarz Members
H. E. Herr Leopold von Hoesch,
General-Colonel von Seeckt,
H. E. llonsieur Andre Francois-Poncet.
,
~~

Sir Edward Peacock, G.C.V.O.,
Ministerialdirektor Dr Friedrich Gaus,
Legationsrat Gustav ROdiger,
Gehe1mer Oberregier~ungsrat Horning,
Dr. Eulen,
Intendant-General P. D. Vincensini, K.B.E."
ANGLe- ITALIAU MIXED C01UUTTEE
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that there was a

vacancy en the Anglo-Italian

Mixed Committee occasioned by the death of Lord Plumer.
After consultation with members of the Commission, it
had been decided to invite Lord Oavan to fill this vacancy
and he had generously consented to be nominated.
It was proposed by Sir Morgan Singer, seconded by
Mr. Klerck and agreed:
"That the Commission having considered
a statement No.21/A36/306/V resolve that the
Right Honourable the Earl of cavan, G.C.B.,G.C.M.G.,
G.C.V.O.,G.B.E., be appointed, and he is hereby
appointed, an Honorary Member of the Anglo-Italian
Mixed Committee".
ANGLO-IRAQ, COWAITTEE
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that there was still one

yac~cy'in

the

membership of the Anglo-Iraq Committee, and His Majestyls
Representative in Baghdad had nominated' colonel J.C. ward,
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who had been a very good friend to the Commission in
the past.
It was proposed by Mr. DUffy, seconded by Lord
Stanley and agreed:
"T~at Colonel J. C. ward, C.M.G.,C.I.E.,D.S.O.,

8.

};i.B.E., Port Director and Director-General of
Navigation, Basrah, having been duly nominated
~y

His Britannic Majesty's Representative in Iraq

to fill the vacancy on the Committee, be and is
hereby appointed a

me~ber

of the Iraq Committee

of the Imperial War Graves Commission."
GILROES C:EMETERY. LEICESTE!'.
THE VICJ1looCHAIRMAN said that this was a case where the family
desired to purchase a grave which had originally been
assigned to the Commission.

It was proposed by Colonel

Pepys, seconded by Mr. Skinner and agreed :

9.

"That the Commission havil\g considered a
statement numbered 3l/N35/l1/V resolve:
(1)

That the request by Boy A.H. Tratt's

family that the ownership of Grave No. J.349
in Gilroes cemetery, Leicester, in which he is
interred, be transferred to them, be acceded to;
(2)

That the Seal of the Commission be affixed

to, and the Proper Officer sign, any assignment or
surrender which may be necessary to give effect to
this decision.

11

DISCOVJ:RY AND REBURIAL OF BODr£<JS In
FRAHCE MID FLANDERS.
MAJOR CHETTLE, in response to a question by the Vice-Chairman,
stated that the number of bodies found during the past four
weeks was practically identical with that for the
corr~sponding

period of last year, but that there was an
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--increase on the figures of two years ago.
PENSIONS UNDER THE NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT

THE VICE-CRA-

said that the memorandum before the meeting

had been prepared by Mr. Sillar, with the assistance of
captain Foster, after careful enquiries and investigations
3riefly the question was whether it was possible to
devise some means by which the Commission's gardeners
in France and Belgium could receive Pensions benefits under
the _ational Insurance Acts in the same way as if they were
living in the united Kingdom.
The Commission, in the past, had endeavoured to
secure the

a~plication

of these Acts to their staff' so far

as Pensions were concerned, but hitherto these efforts bad
failed.

As members of the Commission were aware a

superannuation Scheme based on insurance policies was already
in force for members of the staff. Broadly speaking this
meant that every man contributed five per cent of his salar.y
tOfards a policy and that the Commission also contributed
five per cent towards a second policy.
It had recently been ascertained that the Imperial
Economic Committee, which was an important Imperial
org~nisation

had established a

SUper~nnuation

SCheme for

their staff not on the basis of five per cent and five per
cent, but of ten per cent from the employer and five per
cent from the employee.

It would be seen therefore that

tnis body was giving much more favourable terms to their
staff.

The Commission's difficulty in adopting a similar

scheme was that the Echeme would
executive members of the
in France

~nd

Belgium.

staf~,

appl~

not only to the

but to the 500 gardeners

In the case of the Imperial

crommittee the scheme did not a ply to
as these

18.

t~e

Economi~

lower paid staff,

1

--

were able to avail themselves of the National Pension
Scheme.

The proposal outlined in the memorandum was to

endeavour to take such steps as might make it possible to
secure to the Commission's gardeners the pension benefits
under the National Insurance Scheme.
MR LA SON asked if there was any section in the 1925 Act which
made it possible for those overseas, such as the commission's
gardeners, to participate.
MR

SILIJL~,

in reply, said that participation was only possible

by those whose employment abroad did not exceed five years.
hen an amending Act was under consideration in the House of
C:ommons an amendment was moved to include British subjects
permanently employed abroad, but was later withdrawn.
MR LA SON said that if the Act did not specifically use the
expression "five years" it might be possible to get it
extended to the Commission's employees without legislation.
The Minister might be able to declare that the Commission's
staff were only temporarily employed
majori ty of them would

ul timately

in

France, since the

return to the united

Kingdom on retirement.
MR

ILLAR said that the Ministry of Health looked upon the
Commission's staff' as permanently resident abroad, and that
the officials concerned were unwilling to take any other
point of view, as they were apprehensive about the position
that would arise in the case of' the large numbers of employees
of British firms in-all parts of the World.

CAPTAIN FOSTER dealing With the question of the expressions
"temporarily" and "five years" said that the Act used the
word "temporarily" but this had been interpreted as meaning
a period of not more than five years.
MR LA. SON asked if the present Minister concerned had been
approached personally on the subject.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that he had approached former Ministers
personally, but that the present Minister had not had
the matter brought to his personal notice.
MR LA SON suggested that it would be worth while discussing
the matter direct with the Minister.
LORD STANLEY said that he was about to suggest the same thing
and that he considered before anything was done officially
or before any attempt was made to draft a Bill the three
members of the Commission who were members of the House
of Commons should have a talk with Sir Kingsley

ood.

It

might be possible to arrange an interview beforehand at
which he could be acquainted with the facts.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that personally he would be very glad to
accept this suggestion.

Ire thought that the three members

might be prepared to go so far as to say that they represented
a body which took a serious view of the matter, and who were
seriously considering the introduction of legislation, ir no
other

way

could be found.

MR LA SON said that the

mister or Health would have to be

informed that the question had got to be dealt with in one
way or another.
THE VICE-=:CHAIRMAN said that there was a resolution before the
meeting which proposed that the three members of the
CDmmission who were members or the Irouse of Commons should
approach the Minister of Health to find out how rar he was
prepared to go in making the concessions desired under
existing legislation.
MR DUFFY asked if the concessions desired would meet entirely
the case of the men concerned.
:ME SILLAR said that it was difficult to answer this until it

was known definitely what concessions it was possible to
obtain, but he thought that the suggested resolution would
be a good way of starting the negotiations.

ao.

After some further discussion, it was proposed by
Mr. Duffy, seconded by Sir Morgan Singer and agreed:
10.

tlT'hat the Commission, having considered a
memorandum on the subject of National Pensions
Insurance Acts, resolve that Lord stanley,
~.

J.J. Lawson and Hr. \ .P. Spens, the three

embers of the House of Commons serving on the
CDmmission, be requested to interview the Minister
of Health to obtain from him information as to
how far the Minister, under existing legislation,
is prepared to make the concessions desired."
That concluded the business.

21.

