








over from the Directorate of Grav~s Registration and
Enquiries be proceeded with and that the Architectural
Adviser be requ~sted to consider the· matter ~~d make
an early recommendation to the Commission of a suitable

. candidate for the appointment.

(b) That it be referred to the lhnance Correni ttee to
consider and approve the conditions of service and the
remuneration attaching to the proposed a~pointment of
Principal Architect without further reference to the
Commission.

(4) That it be an instruction to the Director of Works
to prepare preliminary estimates of the cost of
constr~cting the cemeteries proposed to be handed over
by the Dir.ectorate of Graves Regis~ration and
Enquiries on the principles approved.by the Crnmuission
for submission to the Finance Committee for their
co~sideration and recommendation, together with a
report on the method by which the ~ork should be
carried out.

(5) That-the Commission approve in principle the
creation of a North African Area and that it be an
instruction to the Controller to prepare an estimate
of the staff that will be required to enable the
Commission to function as to b~th the maintenance and
the construction of the cemeteries proposed to be
handed over by the Directorate of Graves Registration
and Enquiries and of any other cemeteries which such
North African Area may embrace for submission to the
Finance Co~~ittee for their consideration and approval.

The VICE-CHAIR1~ introduced,Colonel Hoffman, and asked him
to make a statement on the work that could be put in hand at once.

Colonel HOFFMAN said that the registration of graves in the
East African theatres of war had been completed four months ago;
concentration would be finished by the end of April, an~ the new
cemeteries in Ethiopia, Eri.trea, tl).6 two Somalilands and Kenya would
then be ready for handing over to the Commission. These cemeteries
were few, and there were not many graves in any of them. Some of
them were maintained at present by the Occupied Enemy Territory
Administration; the cemetery at Addis Ababa vms in the charge of a
Chaplain, on behalf of the Anuy. In all five territories there
were about seven cemeteries of the present war, the largest of which
was a·t Nairobi; they were widely scattered, ancrmaintenance on
behalf of the Army was a difficult pr-oblem.

The Middle East campaigns had been fought along the coast,
where there was an excellent macadma road passable in all weathers,
and, in addition, the railway from Alexandria as far as Tobruk.
Registration had been carried out by the "l-,liddle East Pool" of four
United Kingdom Units, two South African, a New Zealand and an ­
American. The only.way to cover an area 1,500 miles long was to
"pool" the Units and allot certain map squares - not the graves of
any particular Dominion or Ally - to each. Of these eight Units,
one United Kingdom and one South African were at present working with
the forces in Tunisia and .the ·other 'six were covering the Western
Desert and Libya; registration vms complete as far Wes~ ~s Mersa
Matruh or possibly further, and concentration had been started into
El Alamein Military Cemetery; that cemetery, containing 5,000 to

. 6,000 grave~, should be available to the Com~ission by the end of
April. .

The next cemeteries to be finished should be those at
Sollum, with about 2,500 graves, and Tbbruk; the latter, with about
2,300 graves, was in a deep, ;nnd-s7rept depression, difficult to
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maintain, and would not be used ~or concentrations_ The numerous
graves South and South- est of Tobruk, on the battlefields or
Knightsbridge and Akroma, would be brought into Gazala, where the
Military Cemetery was already l~id out- and the graves from Bir
Hacheirn (excluding the French cemetery~ would also be brought to
Gazala.

Th~ next concentrations would be about 2,000 at hgedabia,
sixty miles or so South of Benghazi, and the last at Tripoli, in a
cemetery well laid out and admirably planted, by the enemy.

, ,

, To complete registration as far West as Tripoli would take
five to six months longer, and to complete concentration four to five
months more.

Colonel CHETTLE, in reply to the Vice-Chai~an, said that
the Connnission would require from the Army, as records essential to
handing over, (1) complete nominal rolls of the graves; in plot, row
and... grave order, (2) accurately surveyed record plan.s, indica'ting'
each grave, a~d (3) Key plans indicating the exact locations of the
cemeteries. With these 'documents, a cemetery svrept by a whirlwind
could be accura~ely reconstructed.

Colonel OSWALD said that he understood that before the
handing over each grave would be temporarily marked, perhaps by
concrete crosses, irl'such' a way that replacement would not (it was
hoped) be n~cessary for several years.

aRne with East African
soldiers'

and West
close

The East hfrican COnmuL~d had instrueted
him not to conce. ate th King's African Rifles' graves, not
necessarily to egister the and above aI-I not to photograph tern.
(Every Suro 'n grave was pho'E~aphed, and a copy sent to the, ext
of kin). ut recen~ly the Unio~efence Force and A.G.10 had asked',
for phot' graphs; and there, for the .oment, the matter rested. TbA

ob jec . on to photographs came from M adans. But in the .../
ceme eries behind the battle fronts the were native plots, divided
a ording to creeds.

The South African~ and other Dominion forces, and spme
Divisions, had set up battlefield memorials, which would be
maintained where they were. '

Naval personnel dying ashore
particularly at Tobruk; they

The ~raves Registration
in the whole of Africa except

Sir Patrick SPENS and Sir Martin nmtBAR-NASMITH eUqQired
about the graves of the Royal Navy.

Colonel HOFFlvlAN answered that
were buried in the Military Cemeteries,
were not buried in separate cemeteries.
Units were responsible for Naval graves
the Union.

Sir Patrick SPENS asked whether Malta would be included in
the new area; and the VICE-CHAIRN~T replied that in existing
circumstances the t>resent war graves in Malta would continue to be the
responsibility of ~he Commission's Malta Agency. Military
dev-elopments. might req,uire an. alteration of this and other arrangemerIts.

The VICE-CHAIRW~, closing the discussion, said that the
next m~eting would be held on Wednesday the 19th May.

The meeting ended at a quart~r to fou~ o'clock.
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