MINUTES OF PROCK;WINGS
a t the 435TH MEETING

0

f the

IMP;:RIAL WAR GRAVES COWHSSION
held at
32, GROSVENOR GARDENS, LONDON, S.W.1.
on
THURSDAY, 17TH MARCH, 1960.

Present:
MEMBERS
General Sir JOHN CROCKGR,

G.C.B.,K.B.~.,D.S.O.,M.C.,

Vice-Chairman,
in the Chair.

Air Vice-Marshal A.M. MURDOCH, C.B.,C.B~E.,
Representing the High Commissioner for Australia.
Mr. E.A. BROADBRIDGE,
Representing the High Commissioner for New Zealand.
Mr. F.W. THOMASHOFF,
Representing the High Commissioner for South Africa.
Major :El.K. BARI KRISHNA,
Representing the High Commissioner for India.
Lieutenant-Colonel FAHIM ARYAD KHAN,
Representing the High Commissioner for Paldstan.
Mr. S.H. FIELD,
Representing the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
Mr. A.J. ISAAC,
Representing the Minister of Works.
Air Chief Marshal Sir ARTHUR LONGMORE, G.C.B.,D.S.O.
The Rt. Hon. Lord SPENS, .K.B.E•.
Mr. G. O. SYLVESTER, M.P.
Sir ARrrlUR RUCKER, K.C.M.G.,C.B.,C.B.E.
Admiral Sir JOHN EDELSTEN, G.C.B.,G.C.V.O.,C.B.E.
Air Marshal Sir CHARLES G~ST, K.B.E.,C.B.
~CRETARY

Mr. W.J. CBALMDRS, C.B.E., Director-General.
ADVISI:RS
Sir EDWAR!l MAUFE, R.A. ,F.R. loB.A •., Chief Archi tect and Artistic Adviser.
Mr. H.D. MORGAN, M.Sc.(Eng.), M.I.C.E., Consulting Engineer.
There were also present:
Mr. W.

~1f.3

MASON, M.C., (ASSistant Secretary), Director of External
Relations and Records.
Mr. A.K. PALLOT (Assistant Secretary), Director of Finance and
Establishments.
Major-Genera13.F.D. STEBDMAN, C.B.E.,M.C., Director of Works.
Mr. H.L. SIMMONS, LL.B., Legal Adviser and Solicitor.
Mr. W.F.W. BARDING, O.B.E.,B.Sc.(Hort.), Chief Horticultural Officer.
Mr. P.J. COOK.

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, the SECRETARY read
the apologies for absence.

MI:NUTI:S OF THE 434TH MEETING
The CHAIRMAN said that the Minutes of the previous
Meeting had been circulated: no amendments had been
suggested.
1.
The Minutes of the 434th Meeting of the Commission
were approved and signed.

The CHAImdAN said that the Secretary vnshed to
mention a point arising out of the Minutes.
Vice-Chairman of the Commission (Page 2)
The SEC~ARY said that, in accordance with
paragraph 3 of the Resolution, appearing at the
top of page 3, an announcement had been released
to the Press on the day of the Meeting and had
appeared in a number of neuspapers.

VISIT BY AIR CHIEF MARSHAL SIR ARTHUR LONGMORE TO
BERMtf.DA. THE BAHAMAUND JAMAICA.
The CHAIRMAN said th.at Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur
Longmore, during a recent private voyage, had taken the
opportunity of visiting cemeteries in Bermuda, the Bahamas
and Jamaica.
He wondered whether Sir Arthur would care .
to say anything about these visits, on Which he had given
a written report to the Secretary.
Air Chief Marshal Sir ARTHUR LONGMORE said that, on
arrival in BermUda, he had been met by members of the
Historical Eonuments Trust and had visited three
cemeteries - Prospect Hill Military Cemetery, Bermuda
Royal Naval Cemetery and Somerset Military Burial Ground.
There was very little to complain about at these cemeteries.
At Nassau, in the Bahamas, as on a previous occasion,
he had been met and conducted round the Royal Air Force
Cemetery by members of the Imperial Order of the Daughters
of the Empire who cared for it.
The cemetery was in a
delightful place and he considered that it would be best
left as it was.
In Jamaica, where he had been met by local government
officials, he had found Kingston (Up Park Camp) Military
Cemetery greatly improved since his last visit.
The CHAIRMAN thanked Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur
Longmore and said how grateful the Commission were to
receive first hand reports from Members of their visits to
cemeteries in far-away places.
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VISIT BY" VICE-CHA IID.!AN. ACCOMPANlEQ..Ef:
REGIONAL DIRiJCTOR .. NORTHERN REGION, AND
SENIOR ARCHITECT TO GIBRALTAR,
The CHAIR1~N said that, towardS the end of February,
accompanied by the Regional Director, Northern Region,
and the Senior Architect, he had visited Gibraltar where
the Commission were to erect a small memorial.
There
had been some little difficulty about this and he was"glad
to say that, as a result of this personal visit and direct
contact with the Governor, the matter had been settled
satisfactorily.
He had also visited Gibraltar (North
Front) Cemetery, which contained over 600 war graves, and
plans had been made for improving its condition.
After
leaving Gibraltar, he had taken the opportunity of visiting
some isolated graves in South-West Spain and in Madrid
British Cemetery, all of which were in a reasonably good
condition.
It was, however, becoming increasingly
difficult to maintain the isolated graves at various places"
in Spain and, in due course, the Commission would have to
consider what action to take concerning them.

VISIT BY SECRETARY TO SOUTHERN REGION
1b.IBY'lI;"EGYPT, JORDAN, SYRIA AND TEE LEBANON) 19TH FEBRUARY TO 6TH MARCH. 1960.
The CHAIRMAN said that the Secretary had returned
earlier in the month from his tour of cemeteries in the
Middle East and he asked him to give Members a report on
his visits.
The SECRETARY said that he had joined Colonel Griffin,
the Regional Director, in Rome on the 19th February and,
together, on the folloWing day, they had travelled by air
via Malta to Benghazi in Libya.
At Malta, where the
aircraft had halted for about thirty minutes, he had had
very useful discussions with the Legal Secretary to the
Government of Malta and the Honorary Secretary of the
Commission's Malta Agency, both of Whom had kindly come to
the airport.
At Benghazi, they had been met by Major
Cameron, the Area Superintendent, Egypt Area.
Afte~
seeing the cemeteries at Benghazi, they had gone on by car
through the desert, which was green and colourful with wild
flowers just coming into bloom, vLs~ting the cemeteries at
Ac~oma, Tobruk, Sollum and Alamein.
From Alamein, they
had gone "on to visit the cemeteries at Alexandria and Cairo
and those in the Canal Zone at Suez, Tel-el-Kebir, Ismailia,
Moascar, Fayid and Port Said.
Tel-el-Kebir Cemetery, which contained 1882, 1914-1918
and 1939-1945 sections, had still to be constructed, and at
both Suez and Port Said damage to structures caused at the
time of the Suez crisis had still to be repaired.
Although the horticultural condition of all the cemeteries
was now remarkably good, there was still a considerable
programme of work to be carried out to put them in a
satisfactory state for permanent maintenance.
There was
also a problem in regard to the treatment of headstone
bases with bitumen which, for some reason, as yet unexplained,
was wearing off.
The Director of Works was actively engaged
in seeking a means of overcoming this.
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While in Egypt a good deal of their time had been
spent in negotiation With the authorities over the
enforced removal of Minia War Memorial Cemetery in Upper
Egypt.
This question was the sUbject of a paper at
Item 5 on the agenda.
He was concerned about the long-term future of
Moascar War Cemetery, which was subject to sand
encroachment from the desert.
It was dependent on access
by desert roadS, only indifferently maintained, and which
might be abandoned at some time by the Egyptian
authorities.
It was also dependent for water on a pump
from the Sweet Water Canal, formerly shared with the
Bri tish Army and now operated by the Egyptian Army.
He
feared that the Commission might have to decide at some
future time to move this cemetery; it eontained 1,046
graves, 539 of which were post-war.
Following representations made by the Indian Embassy
in Cairo, the Indian Memorial at Port Tewfik, which had
been painted With slogans and had had a pill-box built on
its terrace, at the time of the Suez emergency, had been
cleaned and the pill-box had been removed, by the Egyptian
authorities,a few days before his visit.
During his visit
to Port Said, he had seen the components of the Australian
and .New Zealand Light Horse Memorial, Which had been pulled
down at the time of the Suez crisis, packed in crates
awaiting shipment to Western Australia, where it was to be
re-erected.
From Egypt, he had flown to Jerusalem where he had
been able to visit Jerusalem War Cemetery on Mount Scopus,
to Which the Commission had been denied entry for some
thirteen years because of the Israeli-Jordanian dispute
over the ownership of the territory in which it was
situated, Which was under United Nations supervision.
The
structures generally were beginning to show, in addition to
damage suffered during hostilities, signs of deterioration
owing to enforced neglect.
He had had consultations with
the British Consul-General and with the United Nations'
Chairman of the Mixed Armistice Commission, about the
posSibility of a further attempt being made by the
Commission to regain possession of the cemetery in order
to restore and maintain it.
(Some photographs of Jerusalem
War Cemetery, taken by a United Nations photographer, were
passed round for Members to see).
From Jerusalem, travelling by road, he had inspected
cemeteries at Damascus and Aleppo, in Syria, and Tripoli,
Si don and Beirut in the Lebanon.
There was a varying
amount of work to be done at all these cemeteries although,
since he had last visited them, a great deal had been
achieved, particularly at Beirut.
In general, the standard
of maintenance was very good.
From Beirut, he had returned to
6th March.

~ondon

by air on the

In reply to Mr. T"t101.l.dSHOFF, the SECRETARY said that
there were three factors which endangered Moascar War
Cemetery: firstly, it was subject to sand encroachment,
which meant that any period of enforced neglect might· cause
it to be overwhelmed by sand; secondly, such a period of
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enforced neglect might result from the water supply being
cut off which, in turn, would rssult in the horticulture
dying, m~cinB the cemetery particularly vulnerable to
sand encroachment; and, thirdly, such a period of
enforced neglect might equally result from an interruption
of the Treaty Road, or the road connecting it with the
cemetery, which ware the only means of access.
The
cemetery was in a vulnerable position and, although it
should not be assumed as certain that it would have to be
moved, the position did cause him concern.
Replying to Air Marshal Sir CHARL~S GUEST, the
said that, if at some future date, it was found
necessary to move the cemetery, it might be possible to
move it to Fayid War Cemetery, which was not far away.
The problem was, however, one for joint consultation with
the United Kingdom Government who were responsible for the
539 post-war graves.
S~CRDTARY

In reply to Lord SP"..iNS, the SXIGTARY said that the
Commission had a loyal local staff in Egypt, many of WhOCl
had been in their employ for thirty or more years.
Moat
of them had continued working throughout the period of the
Suez emergency.
There had been some difficulties, but
the situation was now on a sound basis.
In reply to Air Chief Marshal Sir ART"rlUR LONGMORE,
the SECRETARY said that Major Cameron, Area Superintendent,
Dgypt Area, was keeping very fit.
He was, however, sorry
to say that he was retiring in May on reaching the age
limit.
Unquestionably his leadership and his exceptional
relations with the authorities in Cairo, where he had
remained throughout the Suez crisis, had been the major
factors in enabling maintenance to be carried OD.
The

VIC~-CH1;IRMAN

thanked the secretary for his report.

TOUR BY CHI3:F HORTICULTURrlL OFFIC;:;R n~ EAST AFRICA 28TH JANUARY TO 19TH F.GBRUARY! 1960.
The CHAIRMAN said that Hr. Harding had returned from a
tour in East Africa on the 19th February and he would ask
him to give Members a report on his visits.
Mr. HARDING said thot his tour had included all the
main cemeteries, and some small groups of groves near his
route, in Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, Zanzibar and Ethiopia.
The intensive drive which the Commission had carried out in
East Africa during the past eighteen months had produced
very definite and tangible results both in Horticulture and
Worlcs.
In Kenya, the Commission now had four cemeteriea complete
with well-tended headstone borders and these were fully up
to the standard of the cemeteries in Northern Europe.
The
cemeteries in Uganda were now in good condition and
remarkable strides had been made in Tanganyika in making
good the results of erosion over the years and in grassing
down and planting.
As a result of this work having been carried out, two
unexpected results had been obtained, particularly in Kenya.
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The first was that, as the visitors' books testified, the
cemeteries were being regularly visited by Africans, who,
in the past. had rarely entered them.
The second was
that maintenance of whole civilian cemeteries had been
improved as a result of the local people, municipalities
and townships, having seen the standard of maintenance of
war graves plots.
In at least three places, Mombasa,
Nakuru and Eldoret, practically all the paths had been
removed and the cemeteries grassed do,vu in imitation of
the Commission's work.
In Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika the cemeteries were
being handed over to the local governments for maintenance
and he could see no reason why these arrangements should
not work perfectly satisfactorily with the small advisory
staff which the Commission were proposing to keep there.
The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr. Harding for his report.

Air Marshal Sir CHARLZS GUEST said he felt sure he
for every member of the Commission when he said
how valuable it was to have such instructive and interesting
reports on areas so widely separated.
He thought a point
of special interest arising out of them was the conscientious
work obviously being done by the Commission's staff overseas.
Consequently, when one heard such statements about their
work in East Africa, one had great hopes for the future of
the Commission's work in countries still to achieve their
independence, especially if this liaison, friendliness and
interest of the Commission's staff vdth the local people
could be maintained.
could~eak

REPORT OF THE 479TH MEETING OF ~
FINANCE COMMITT'".c;E
The CHAIRMAN said that Item 1 dealt wi th the special
financial and other powers given to· the Secretary and
Director-General annually.
The Resolution in the re~ort
was in the usual form except that under paragraph 2(1) the
limit of the authority covering indlvidual items had been
raised from £500 to £1,000.
The increase from £500 to £1,000 had, in fact, the
effect of restoring the purchasing power to roughly what it
had been in 1948, When the limit had been raised to £500,
and before the 1939-1945 War, when the limit had been £250.
Item 2(a) dealt with major maintenance of the Arras
Memorial, which bore 36,000 names on inscribed panels.
Many Members had, no dOUbt, visited this Memorial.
Approximately £14,000 had been spent on the memorial
in 1955 and 1956, £5,500 haVing been on repairs to the roof.
Of the proposed further expenditure of £8,850, approximately
£3,000 was on replacing badly deteriorated stone slabs in
the roof, repainting and treating the whole roof to prevent
water penetration and arrest further deterioration.
The
roof area was nearly a quarter of an acre.

- 6 -

On a memorial of this size and design, an average
annual maintenance commitment of the order of £1,500 was
to be expected.
With the expenditure now proposed, a
total of £23,000 would have been spent since the 1939/45
War, equivalent to about fifteen years' provision at the
average rate.
It was hoped that no further major repairs
would be required for eight to ten years.
Item 2(b) covered an authority for a further sum of
£8,000 to be spent on maintenance works in France under
the contract with Entreprise Reynes for which the agreed
estimates did not exceed New French Francs 14,000 at any
one site.
The agreed estimate limit had been previously
French Francs 1,000,000, which, when it had been fixed in
1952, had been equivalent to apprOXimately £1,000.
The
revised figure of New French Francs 14,000 was also
equivalent to approximately £1,000 at the present rate of
exchange.
Item 3 dealt With the salaries of the SecretaryGeneral and the Assistant Secretary of the Anzac Agency.
These appointments had, in the past, carried tempor~ry
allowances of £A.375 and £A.150 respectively, which had
been introduced for the period of construction only.
All
construction in the Anzac Agency except for Indonesia, had
been completed, and the Australian Minister of the Interior,
who was the Anzac Agency of the Commission, had, after
conSUltation, recommended that the allowances should cease
as at 31st March, 1960.
In the case of the SecretaryGeneral, although not in the case of the Assistant Secretary,
the permanent responsibility of the post had been increased
beyond what had been originally envisaged, by the addition
of Java and Sumatra to the Agency's region of responsibility
and by a steady increase in the numbers of Returned
Servicemen's graves cared for as a direct repayment service
on behalf of the Australian Government.
The Agency had
therefore recommended that when the allowance was withdrawn
the basic salary of the Secretary-General should be increased
from the present scale of £A.2,829 - £A.3,376 to £A.3,000
£A.3,600 per annum, as proposed in the second part of the
RellOlution.
Item 10 dealt with the construction of Maynamati var
Cemetery, Pakistan.
In 1956 the Commission had approved
the construction of this cemetery by contract but, shortly
after starting work, the contractor had defaulted.
Much
difficulty had been experienced in obtaining suitable
contractors for the Commission's work in parts of East
Pakistan and it was proposed now to complete the work at
Maynamati War Cemetery by obtaining the stone required from
Chunar and then using directly employed labour for its
erection.
The Resolution covered the supply of the stone
at a total cost of £1,000 and the remaining work would be
the subject of a later submission to the Finance Committee
and the Commission.
Item 11 dealt with the construction of the new Digboi
War Cemetery, the design for which had been approved by the
CommiSSion in 1955.
The present proposal was to supply the
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stone pequired at a total cost of £1,075 from Chunar and
the actual construction would be the subject of a later
submission to the Finance Committee and the Commission.
Item 12 covered certain alterations in the gradings
of posts, some of which had been under consideration for
some years but all of which had been recommended in the
Report of tbe Inspection Team, which had carried out the
special s
of the Commission's staff organisation in 1959.
t, w11ib the limit above which appointments
1;ary ani Director-General should be

F1Dance Committee for individual covering
by the
of recent
_ carried a salary of £1,115, and the limit
ted accordingly.

~evel of appointment covered
~~1,035, now, as the result

the 479th Meeting of the Finance

IF OF TH:aJ FINANCE COMMITTEE

said that the paper was formal and dealt
Change in the official Membership of the
~~;t,6ie.
Canada succeeded South Africa.

3.
That--;tbe. Commission, having considered a Paper No.F.58/2
dated 22nd February, 1960,
RESOLVE:

That, in accordance with Resolution
No.3 of the 337th Meeting of the
COmmission held on 17th May, 1951,
the High Commissioner for Canada be
and is hereby appointed a member of
the Finance Committee for the period
ending 31st March, 1963, vice the
High Commissioner for Sou~frica.

COIIMO:NQLTH-HELGIAN JOINT COMMITTEE -

.AJf2IiiTM&NT OF Mi':MBER

The CHAIRMAN said that the paper was formal and dealt
with the appointment of a Belgian Official Member on the
Gommonwealtb-Belgian Joint Committee to fill a vacancy caused
by the retirement of the previous member from service in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Brussels.
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It was proposed by Mr. THOMAS3OFF , seconded by
Major EARl KRI8HNA, and carried unanimously:-

4.

That the Commission, having considered a Paper
No. CM.13/7/1 dated 10th March, 1960,
RESOLVE:
That Monsieur Armand Kuijpers,
of' the Chancery
and Legal Department of' the
Ministry of' Foreign Af'f'airs, be
and is hereby appointed an
Of'f'icial Member of' the
Commonwealth-Belgian Joint Committee.

Director~eneral

MINIA WAR MEMORIAL CEMBT8RY, UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC
The CHAIRMAN said that the paper was about Minia War
Merrnrial Cemetery, Egypt, to which ·the Secretary had
ref'erred earlier in the meeting when he had given the
Commission a report on his visit to cemeteries in the
Middle East.
It concerned a proposal to remove this
1914-1918 war cemetery and had to be considered very
seriously.
He would, theref'ore, explain the
circumstances at some length.
The paper described how .an article had appeared in an
Egyptian magazine, in February, s·tating that fJinia War
Memorial Cemetery was to be replaced immediately by a
public square as part of' a municipal development scheme.
The cemetery at Minia contained the remains of' 85
·soldiers of' the 1914-1918 War, 76 f'rom the United Kingdom
and 9 f'rom Australia.
It was beauti:fully maintained with
lawns, trees and f'lowers and containeg a Cross of' Sacrif'ice,
a Stone of' Remembrance and a tool and record house.
Minia
was about 140 miles south of' Cairo, on the lef't bank of' the
Nile, and most of' the men buried there had been serving in
long-range desert patrols.
When this article had come to the notice of' the Area
Superintendent in Cairo he ,had immediately raised the
matter with the Commonwealth Diplomatic Missions there and
had also made representation~ to the municipal authorities
at Minia.
Commonwealth Diplomatic Missions had made
representations to the Ministry of' Foreign Af'f'airs of' the
United Arab Republic.
The matter had got to the stage of' persons acting on
the instructions of' the municipal authorities entering the
cemetery and opening three Australian graves, though no
actual remains had been disturbed.
However, action had
been suspended as a result of' the representations made by
Commonwealth Diplomatic Missions and the Area Superintendent.
At this point, the Director~eneral, accompanied by the
Regional Director, Southern Region, had arrived in Cairo on
tour.
He had immediately taken the matter up with the
Egyptian authorities and had obtained an assurance that
there would be no :further interf'erence with the cemetery
pending f'ull c1iscussion wi th the Commission.
He had
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emphasised how strongly the Commonwealth peoples objected
to disturbance of the remains of their war dead once
laid to rest and had pointed out that by international
Agreement in 1937, the Zgyptian Government had undertaken
that exhumation of Commonwealth war dead should only take
place in agreement with the Commission.
The Regional Director had travelled to Minia and had
discussed the proposed municipal development scheme with
the municipal authorities on the spot.
The scheme as a
Whole, inCluding the construction of a dOUble-track
highWay through the town and the cl earance 0 f a large sI um
area in the vicinity of the cemetery, had obviously been a
desirable local development but he had not been convinced
that the removal of the cemetery had been an unavoidable
necessity.
Its retention, however, would have involved
some revision of the scheme.
On receiving the Regional Director's report, the
Director-General had had qpnsu;L tations with Commonwealth
Diplomatic Missions in Cairo and had seen the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs again.
He had then discussed the matter
with the HeadS of all the Commonwealth Missions at a
special meeting called for that purpose.
The view of the
Heads of Missions had been that, even if the Egyptian
authorities could be induced to revise their development
scheme, which had been thought unlikely, this would have
caused local resentment and further incidents at the
cemetery would have been almost inevitable.
Heads of
Missions had been anxious that no further incident should
occur Which might be seriously damaging to relations between
the United Arab R~public and the Commonweal th co untries and
which might also have had a prejudicial effect on the
security of other Commonwealth cemeteries in £gypt.
It had
accordingly been agreed that the Director-General should
send to the ll1nistry of Foreign Affairs a letter, Which had
been agreed in draft, referring to the incident Which had
occurred at Minia, assuming that action was being taken to
ensure that Article 4 of the 1937 Agreement would be
strictly observed in future and so far as o~her cemeteries
in Egypt were concerned; and indicating his Willingness to
recommend to the Commission that they should agree to the
removal of the graves from Minia to Cairo War Memorial
Cemeter,r, provided that the removal was carried out under
the Commission's own arrangements and that the Egyptian
authorities met the costs involved.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs had since informed the
Area Superintendent in Cairo that Minia was a special case
and that Article 4 of the 1937 Agreement would in future be
observed in relation to all other Commonwealth war
cemeteries and graves in Egypt; that the Egyptian
authorities were agreeable to the removal of the graves from
Minia to Cairo being carried out under the Commission's own
arrangements and that they would meet the costs involved up
to a limit of £E.1 ,000•.
It was estimated that £E.1,000 would cover the costs of
removing the remains to Cairo, re-interring them and
re-erecting the headstones, also of removing the Cross of
Sacrifice and Stone of Remembrance to store in Cairo and
removing other characteristic marks of a Commonwealth War
Cemetery at Minia.
The walls and shelter building need not
necessarily be demolished and removed by the Commission.
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In their new si. te in Cairo Har Memorial Cemetery the
zraves from Minia would be grouped together with a simple
explanatory pla~ue.
Appropriate action would be taken to relinquish the
legal tenure of the land at Minia.
In reply to the SECRETARY, Mr. HAROING said that he
had visited Minia in the Autumn of 1959; he particularly
remembered the squalid surroundings to the cemetery.
Air Chief Marshal Sir ARTHUR LONGMORE said that he
thought the removal of the cemetery was the solution in
this case.
Lord SPENS said that he thought it would be £In
advantage to the relatives to have the cemetery removed;
he had always felt that cemeteries situated so far along
the Nile were unsatisfactory from the point of view of
visi tors.
In reply to Air Marshal Sir CHARLES Gu.c;ST, the
SECRETARY said that the position would be explained to the
next-of-kin for whom the Commission had addresses.
It was proposed by Mr. SYLV~STER, seconded by Air
Vice-Marshal MURDOCH, and carried unanimously:

5.

That the Commission, having considered a Paper

No. RA.35285 dated 10th March, 1960,
RESOLVE:

That the arrangements set out.in the
said Paper for the removal of the
graves of the 1914-1918 ~ar at present
in Minia Var Memorial Cemetery, El
Minieh, to Cairo War Memorial Cemetery,
Cairo, in the United Arab Republic, be
and are hereby approved.

The CHAIRMAN said that the next two papers on the
Agenda covered changes Which would be necessary when the
Supplemental Royal Charter was promulgated authorising the
alteration of the Commission's name to "The Commonwealth
War Graves Commission;!.
The Commission had been officially notified earlier
that morning that the grant of a Supplemental Royal Charter
to the Commission had been approved at a meeting of the
Privy Council on the previous day, ~ednesday, 16th March,
and a ceneral release to the Commonwealth Press in London
would be made immediately.
It would now be in order to
take the new title into use for administrative purposes,
and arrangements were being made for this to be done as
from 1st April 1960.
The legal formalities of promulgation
of the Charter would involve a period of about two weeks.
As soon as these formalities were completed action would be
taken through diplomatic or other Official channels to give
formal notice of the alteration in the Commission's name to
Commonwealth, Colonial and Foreign Governments.
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He would remind Members of the need to have personal
entries in professional registers, books of reference,
\1ho's ITho etc., which mentioned the Commission, amended
when they came up for revision.

i;~NCY

INSTRlJU[;NTS: MODIFIC.ATION OF THE
COUllISSION'S TITLE

The CHAIRlIAN said that the paper dealt wi th Agency
Instruments.
It would be seen from Appendix "A" to this paper tha t
there were at present seven Agencies and that each had in
its style and title the word "Imperial".
Accordingly,
When the Supplemental Royal Charter was promulgated
changine the CommiSSion's name, it would be necessary to
have the word IICommonweal th" substituted for the word
"Imperial" in each case.
This was the only alteration
proposed, apart from the Anzac Agency, in which case, as
approved by the Commission at its 430th Meeting on 11th
November, 1959, the new style and title would be shown in
the Supplemental Instrument of Agency as "The Anzac Agency
for the Pacific Region of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission" and the Instrument would also provide for the
alteration in the designation of the Secretary-General of
the Agency to "Secretary-General and Regional Director".
Attached to the paper, as an example, was a copy of a
draft Supplemental Instrunent in the case of the Canadian
Agency, and the documents required for the other Agencies
would be prepared in similar form.
It was proposed by Sir ARTHUR RUCKER, seconded by
Lieutenant-Colonel FAHIM AHMAD KHAN, and carried
unanimously:6.
That the Commission, having considered a Paper
No. CM.210/3/2/1/LC dated 7th March, 1960,
RESOLVE:
(1)

That when the name of the Commission is
altered by Supplemental Royal Charter
to "The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission" the functions of each of the
under-mentioned Agencies appointed by
the Co~mussion shall respectively
thenceforth be carried out on the
Cowmission's behalf in accordance with
the provisions of the applicable
Instrument or Instruments of Agency
under the new style and title respectively
set out below, that is to say:- .
(a) "The Gibraltar Agency of the Commonwealth
Vlar Graves Commission"
(b) "The Malta AgencY of the CommonVlealth War
Graves Commission"
( c) "The Canadian Agency of the Commonwealth
\7ar Graves Commission"
(d) "The South African Agency of the
Commonweal th V/ar Graves Commission"
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(e) liThe Anzac Agency for the Pacific
Region of the Commonwealth War
Graves CommisSion ll
( f) "The Ceylon Agency of the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission"
Rhodesia and Ryasaland Agency of
"The
(S)
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission"

(2)

That as soon as may be after the promulga tion
of the said Supplemental Royal Charter the
Seal of the Commission shall be affixed to
and the Proper Officer shall sign a
Supplemental Instrument in the case of each
of the said Agencies to give effect to the
alteration in the respective style and
title as aforesaid.

SUPERANffiYlTION SCHEME:

MODIFICATION OF TITL:G

The CHAIRMAN said that the paper dealt with a change in
the title of the Commission's 1952 Superannuation Scheme to
take effect concurrently wi th the change in the name of the
Commission.
It was recommended that when the Commission's name was
altered it would be appropriate to make a Similar change in
the ti tIe of the 1952 Superannua tion Scheme to "The
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Superannuation Scheme
(1952)".
This modification would require to be the SUbject
of a Supplemental Trust Deed to be executed by the
Commission and the Trustees and, accordingly, a draft
Supplemental Deed had been prepared by the Commission's
Legal Adviser and Solicitor, who was also Solicitor to the
Trustees, and was attached to the paper for the information
of Members.
It was proposed by Admiral Sir JOHN ~DELSTEN, seconded
by Air Marshal Sir CHARLES GUEST, and carried unanimously:-

7.
That the Commission, haVin8 considered a Paper
No. ES/42/1 dated 8th March, 1960,
RESOLVE:
(1)

That when the name of the Commission
is altered by Supplemental Royal
Charter to liThe Commom7eal th War
Graves Commission", the title of the
Imperial War Graves Commission
Superannuation Scheme (1952),
established by the Deed of Trust dated
28th JUly 1952, Shall be changed to
"The Commonwealth War Graves Commission
Superannua tion Scheme (1952)"
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(2)

That as soon as may be after the
promulgation of the said
Supplemental Royal Charter, the
Seal of the Commission shall be
affiXed to and tlle Proper Officer
shall sign a Supplemental Deed to
be made between ~he Commission of
the one part and General Sir John
Crocker, Sir Arthur Rucker and
~illiam John Cha~ers, Esquire, of
the other part, and providing for
:1 change in the title of the
Imperial War Graves Commission
Superannua tion Scheme (1952) in the
manner referred to abover

(3)

That the Trustees of the Scheme are
hereby authorised and requested to
make as soon as may be after the
execution of the said Supplemental
Deed such modification alteration
or addition to the Rules of the
Scheme as the Trustees may consider
necessary or expedient for the
purpose of giving effect to the
change in the title of the Imperial
~ar Graves Commission Superannuation
Scheme (1952) in the manner referred
to above.

!.fA INTENANCE

OF COM1l0N'[vBALTH \"iAR GRAVES AND MEMORIALS
IN TH3 FZDERATION OF NIGERIA

The CHAIRMAN said that the paper concerned permanent
arrangements for the maintenance of Commonwealth war graves
and memorials in the Federation of Nigeria.
Members might remember that, at the Commission Meeting
in Februcry, 1959, Mr. Wynne Hason had mentioned the
discussions he had had with senior Government officials, both
African and British, in all the West African territories
about the future maintenance of war graves and memorials in
those territories.
He had said that, as a result of these
discussions, he had reached the conclusion that formal
arrangements should be made With the Government of each
territory, under which the senior or another suitable Minister
would act on behalf of the Commission.
These discussions had been followed up in correspondence
and the Government of the Federation of Nigeria had now agreed
that the Prime Minister, who was also Minister of Defence,
should be appointed the Agency of the Commission in the
Federation.
Furthermore, the Federal Government had
generously undertaken to meet the cost, estimated at £1,000
per year, of the day-to-day maintenance of all Commonwealth
war graves and memorials in Nigeria from 1st October, 1960.
It was to be hoped that other West African governments
would follow suit.

- 14 -

O~~icials o~ the Commission's Southern Region would
be available to give advice and assistance and to make
inspections and, also, to deal with the maintenance o~
structures and any major horticultural requirements which
might arise.

The Resolution asked the Commission to approve in
principle the proposed arrangements so that ~ormal
proposals might be dra~ted ~or submission to the Federal
Government.
Vfuen these had been ~reed, the Commission
would be asked to authorise the ~ormal completion o~ the
Instrument o~ Aeency.
It v~s proposed by Air Marshal Sir CHARTj~S GUGST,
seconded by Air Chie~ Marshal Sir ARTHUR LONGMORE, and
carried unanimously:8.
That the Commission, having considered a Paper
No. CM.143 dated 10th March, 1960,
RESOLVE:
1.

That the Commission grate~ully accept
the proposal o~ the Government o~ the
Federation o~ Nigeria that the Prime
Minister and Minister o~ De~ence
should be appointed the Agency o~ the
Commission in the Federation and record
their appreciation o~ the Federal
Government's decision to meet out o~
their ovm account the annual cost o~
maintenance o~ the Commonwealth war
sraves and memorials in the Federation
o~ Nigeria.

2.

That the proposed arrangements, described
in the said paper, ~or the maintenance
o~ the said graves and memorials, be and
are hereby approved in principle. -

GENERAL NOTES
The CHA~~N said that he would like to draw the
attention o~ Members to the information given in the Paper,
under the heading of "Pilgrimages"" and to say in
connection with "Forthcoming Events" that details of the
arrangements for the meeting of the Commomvealth-Belgian
Joint Commi ttee in London on Vleo.nesday, 4th May, would be
given at the Comrmssion meeting in April.

CONSTRUCTION OF OFFICjj;

PRElilI8;il~ROMEo

The CHAIR1lliN said that a ~ormal resolution had been
laid on the table concerned with the construction of
office premises in Rome.
The resolution was required to
enable the Regional Director, Southern Region, to Sign a
Notarial Deed in Rome in connection with the approval by
the city authorities o~ the plans for the new office
premises Which the Commission were building there.
In reply to Air Chie~ Marshal Sir ARTHUR LONGMORE,
the SECRJTARY said that the cost of the project would be
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of the order of £60,000.
The site had been handed over
to the contractor on 14th March.
It was proposed by Major BARI KRISHNA, seconded by
Sir ARTHUR RUC~, and carried unanimously:9.
That the Commission, having considered a Resolution
No. CM.26014/2!L dated 17th March, 1960,
RDSOLVE:

That Edgar Allan Griffin (born at
Perth, Western Australia on 18th
January 1907) Regional Director,
Imperial War Graves Commission
(Southern Region) having its offices
at Via Lazzaro Spallanzani 1, Rome,
Italy, be and is hereby authorised
on behalf of the Commission to sign
the Notarial Deed for the purposes
of the issue to the Commission by
the Commune of Rome of a bu~lding
licence for the project Prot.
No.54939 relating to the construction
on the si te at Rome Via Cornelio Celso
4 of premises for Regional Headquarters
and Italy Area.

DA'rE OF ILXT MciBiT ING

The CHAIRMAN said that the next Meeting of the
Commission would be held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, 21st
April, 1960.
There being no further business, the Meeting concluded
at 12.5 p.m.
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