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575.10 COMMONWEALTH-FOREIGN JOINT COMMITTEES - APPOINTMENT OF
MEMBERS

575.10.1 The CHAIRMAN drew the meeting's attention to a
supplementary paper which sought approval for one appointment to the
Commonwealth-Japanese Joint Committee and invited the Commission to
take note of a further two appointments to the Commonwealth-Italian
Joint Committee, of which the Commission had only recently been
notified.

575.10.2 On a proposal by Mr CONCANNON, seconded by Mr BOEHM, the
Commission approved the one appointment set out in Section A of
paper CWGC 575.10 and the one appointment set out in Section C of
supplementary paper CWGC 575.10, and took note of the four
appointments set out in Section B of paper CWGC 575.10 and the two
appointments set out in Section D of supplementary paper CWGC
575.10.

575.11 EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS

575.11.1 On a proposal by Sir Derek DAY, seconded by Brigadier
ANDREWS, the Commission confirmed the action for the execution on
its behalf of the documents serial numbers 266-268 referred to in
the Schedule laid before the meeting and signed for identification
by the Commission's Legal Adviser and Solicitor.

575.12 TOURS BY COMMISSIONERS AND HEAD OFFICE OFFICIALS

575.12.1 Miss FOOKES said that, while in Canada on parliamentary
business, she had been able to pay a visit to the offices in Ottawa
of the Commission's Canadian Agency and learn much of its work. The
Agency was responsible for many sites scattered throughout the
length and breadth of Canada and the United States of America. Their
inspection and maintenance necessarily involved travel over vast
distances, and she wondered whether the small staff was sufficient
for the task. Mr SAYNOR said that he had toured both these countries
earlier in the year in order to assess this problem. On the evidence
of the condition of the war graves, he had concluded, without
belittling the task of the Agency, that existing resources were
sufficient. The Commission was helped in its task by the fact that
cemeteries in both these countries were, in general, maintained to
higher standards than those in the United Kingdom.

575.12.2 Miss FOOKES also spoke of her visit to the Malta Memorial
while on holiday. She had found this to be in good condition but the
surrounding gardens, which were not maintained by the Commission,
were unsightly and strewn with litter.

575.12.3 Major General SMITH spoke of his visit to Salerno War
Cemetery while in Italy on holiday. He had found the site to be as
well maintained as usual but, following the removal of some diseased
trees, more screening of adjoining development was-now necessary.
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575.12.4 Sir Nigel MOBBS spoke of his visit to a number of
Commission sites while on other business in the Far East and
Australia. He had found the gardening team at Kranji War Cemetery,
Singapore, to be dedicated to their work but there were difficulties
in recrlJiting new staff. The site itself was in good condition, but
he felt that denser screening of the development to the rear and
clearer signposting were necessary. He had also found Yokohama War
Cemetery to be in good condition, despite an usually wet summer in
Japan. The stonework at this site needed some attention. The two
cemeteries in Thailand were on a well-beaten tourist track; much
visited, the turf had worn bare in parts, but both were otherwise in
an excellent state. He had been impressed with the condition of
Sydney War Cemetery but less so with Springvale War Cemetery,
Melbourne, where there appeared to be problems with the grass.

575.12.5 Sir Robert FORD, speaking of his visit to Cyprus and Egypt
in October, referred to the small military cemetery at Limassol,
containing eight war graves among others, which was immaculately
maintained on a voluntary basis by former British service officers
living in retirement on the island. He had met some 100 veterans of
the Royal West Kent Regiment on their return from a visit to Leros
War Cemetery, Greece, who had been very impressed with the condition
in which they had found the site. In Egypt, he had represented the
Commission at the annual tripartite ceremony marking the anniversary
of the Battle of El Alamein, organised this year by the British
Embassy to take place in the Commonwealth war cemetery. It was
attended by some 2000 members of the public, including many war
widows and veterans from Germany and Italy as well as from the
Commonwealth. Also present were Ambassadors accredited to Egypt and
the Commission's Chairman, who was representing the British
government and who later visited Heliopolis War Cemetery. Sir Robert
had met several members of staff and been particularly pleased to
observe the close links that they enjoyed with the embassies of
member governments in Cairo. The SECRETARY added that, while in
Cyprus, he had accompanied Sir Robert on his visit to Waynes Keep
Military Cemetery. After many years of enforced neglect, the result
of its situation within the buffer zone between the Greek and
Turkish lines, it was now in the process of rehabilitation.

575.13 DIARY

575.13.1 The CHAIRMAN drew the meeting's attention to the
considerable publicity that the Commission had received over
Remembrancetide, largely occasioned by the 70th anniversary of the
1918 Armistice. On television, the BBC1 programme from the Cenotaph
on Remembrance Sunday featured film sequences from Le Cateau
Military Cemetery, Ors Communal Cemetery and Steenbergen Churchyard,
together with archival film showing El Alamein and Chungkai War
Cemetery; on 11 November, features from the leper Salient, showing
veterans visiting war cemeteries, appeared on BBC and ITN news
programmes; and on 13 November, the Songs of Praise programme
focused closely on the work of the Commission and included short
interviews with Commission gardeners in France and Belgium. On
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radio, in addition to his own Remembrance Day broadcast on Radio 4
and the World Service, there were items about the Commission on
various local radio stations, including interviews with the Director
of Secretariat, the Information Officer and the Chief Records
Officer. Newspaper coverage included articles abollt visits to the
battlefields and cemeteries and news items about the Commission's
annual report and the problems of maintenance in the United Kingdom
that it had highlighted.

575.13.2 The SECRETARY, who had been present with the Commission's
President at the programme of events in leper on 11 November to mark
the 70th anniversary of the Armistice, said that the day had been a
great success. The President was pleased with all that he saw of the
Commission's work and was particularly interested to inspect the
entrance shelter building at New Irish Farm Cemetery, which had been
dismantled and reconstructed on stronger foundations in accordance
with a decision taken by the Commission at the meeting over which he
had presided in December 1987.

575.13.3 The CHAIRMAN thanked all members who had represented the
Commission at various ceremonies held over Remembrancetide in the
United Kingdom. Mr CONCANNON , who had attended the annual ceremony
at Cannock Chase German Military Cemetery, organised by the Embassy
of the German Federal Republic, suggested that in future years the
Commission's representation at this event could include a
wreath-laying role.

575.14 OTHER BUSINESS

Westminster City Cemeteries

575.14.1 Mr REDDIE said that an application had been submitted for
planning permission for residential development of part of the land
of the City of Westminster (Paddington) Cemetery, Mill Hill,
formerly owned by the Westminster City Council; the Commission had
lodged a representation for adequate screening. He also said that
the Commission was still awaiting the funds pledged by the Council
as its contribution towards the cost of one year's maintenance of
war graves in the three cemeteries that it had sold in 1986.

575.14.2 The Commission took note.

Remembrance Day Broadcast

575.14.3 The meeting listened to a recording of the Remembrance Day
Broadcast which had been given by Admiral Sir David Williams.

Shorthand Writer

575.14.4 The CHAIRMAN informed members that future meetings of the
Commission and its Finance Committee would be conducted without the
assistance of a shorthand writer. The Secretary had written to
Gurneys, expressing the Commission's appreciation of the many years
of excellent service that this firm had given.



575.14.5 Mrs Susan Hussey, the shorthand writer present at the
meeting as for many in the past, was presented with a book signed
Sir David Williams and Sir Arthllr Hockaday in appreciation of her
work.

Seasonal Greetings

575.14.6 The CHAIRMAN wished all present at the meeting a happy
Christmas season and a successful New Year and asked that staff
worldwide should be informed of the Commission's appreciation of
their work in the course of the past year.
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