THE FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
IMPERIAL WAR GRAVES COMMISSION
INTRODUCTION
THE Imperial War Graves Commission were set up to serve in the first place the relatives of those who
fell in the Great War. The Governments of the different States of the Empire having decided that the
cost of fittingly honouring the dead should be shared by all those for whom they had made the supreme
sacrifice, the Commission were organised as a department responsible financially and administratively
to these Governments who provide out of public monies the funds required for their work. It is consequently one of their duties to present annually an official report rendering an account of what they have
done during each financial year, together with the customary Auditor's statement showing that their
finances are properly administered and in good order. Such a report has to take a form prescribed by
Governments, to enable them to satisfy the\Ilselves that strict economy has been exercised and due
progress has been made. It is consequently a document of a somewhat technical nature, unattractive
to the general reader; and owing to the checked and audited statements which have to be furnished it
cannot supply information up to date at the time of its publication. It has been felt nevertheless that
the matter which it contains is essentially interesting to those whom the Commission serve and also to the
general public, and that they should be invited to make themselves familiar with it. It has therefore
been decided that while, for the reasons given, the body 0 the Report must retain its strictly official
character, an Introduction should be added describing the origin of the Commission, the principles on which
their work is based, some of the difficulties they have encountered and the general appearance and meaning
of the monuments they are erecting-information which from daily correspondence and constant interviews with relatives it is known will meet a widespread demand. Photographs are published with this
. Introduction; those given this year have been selected so as to illustrate the general types of cemeteries
and memorials. It is not possible to do more in the limited space. But if this experiment should be found
to meet with general approval, further ground may be 'covered in succeeding reports.
The Imperial War Graves Commission came into being during the War. The Prince of Wales had
taken an active interest in the care of the graves at the Front, and in 1917 addressed a Memorandum to
the Imperial War Conference, then meeting in London, suggesting that the representatives of the selfgoverning Dominions and all parts of the Empire there assembled should make arrangements to prevent
.any neglect of the graves after the War was over. The constitution of the Commission then approved
is set forth in the Charter granted in May, 1917. Briefly, there are nine official members, including representatives of all the Dominions, and eight unofficial members; the cost of the work is borne (as the Imperial
War Conference of 1918 decided) by each of the participating Governments in proportion to the number
of the graves of their dead; and, as the British Government (on whom over 80 per cent. of the cost
thus fell) agreed, all these Governments co-operate in the control of the Commission's administration and
finances. Thus was created the first truly autonomous Imperial Administrative organisation. The
names of the present Commissioners are given in the Report.
One of the most important principles underlying the decisions of the Imperial War Conference of 1917
was that of securing the permanence of the War Graves. Perpetuity in sepulture has in the past been a
very rare thing, much rarer than is generally realised. It has been assured, as a rule, to the great of the
earth ouly, and most commouly by burial in some historical and sacred monument, of which Westminster
Abbey and other Cathedrals are examples. These dead, it was held, deserved the honour which hag been
shown in this way to the former great of the earth, and as they could not be brought in their hundreds of
thousands beneath the sacred shelter of existing monuments, structures at least as lasting must be erected
at the spots in distant lands where their comrades had buried them. Speaking in the British House of
Commons on 4th May, 1920, the then Chairman of the Commission said :" The cemeteries which are going to be erected to the British dead on all the battlefields
in all the theatres of war, will be entirely different from the ordinary cemeteries which mark the
resting place of those who pass out in the common flow of human fate from year to year. They
will be supported and sustained by the wealth of this great nation and Empire, as long as we
remain a great nation and Empire, and there is no reason at all why, in periods as remote from
our own as we ourselves are from the Tudors, the graveyards in France of this Great War, shall
not remain an abiding and supreme memorial to the efforts and the glory of the British Army,
and the sacrifices made in that great cause."
To ensure this lasting quality, to give material effect to this ideal of perpetuity has been the task
which the Commission have entrusted to the foremost architects and engineers. The work of the engineers
is less apparent than that of the architects, but with them rests the last word on structural stability and
durability; and it is gratifying to be able to record that nothing could have surpassed the devotion with
which great engineers whose names are known throughout the Empire have placed their knowledge and
experience at the Commission's disposal.
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The first thing was to provide as far as was humanly possible for the permanence of the individual
graves themselves. It is only necessary to visit a few old churchyards or burial grounds to see how the
headstones become displaced by time, sometimes leaning in all directions, while elsewhere they have been
removed and placed against a surrounding wall, the space they occupied being used for new burials or some
other purpose. All chance of that had to be prevented in the War Cemeteries, and this is what the engineers
have done. A trench is dug at the back of each row of graves and a continuous concrete beam is constructed in it. On the upper side of this beam there are sockets into which the headstones are fitted and
fixed with cement, and they are thus held as in a vice, permanent and immovable. The land for .the
cemeteries has been given in perpetuity in each former allied country by the people of that country at their
own cost, following the generous example first set by France in honour of our dead. There is, therefore,
no fear that the land will ever be used for any other purpose; but even if that had not been so, the labour
and expense which would be incurred in the removal of these headstones and their foundations would
economically pro!ul>it anything of the kind.
Before describing the headstones and other monuments which the cemeteries contain, it is desirable
to obtain some idea of the number and distribution of these cemeteries where rest the mortal remains of
those of the 1,019,882 dead of the British Empire to whom the fortune of war did not deny any grave at
all. Maps are published with this Introduction which partly illustrate their extent. They stretch across
France and Belgium in a chain from the English Channel to the Vosges, including nearly 1,000 War
Cemeteries in these two countries, and more than 1,500 French and Belgian Communal cemeteries and
churchyards. In Switzerland there is one cemetery at Ve.vey, where the remains of the British prisoners
of war who died in that country have been gathered together.
The chain continues across Italy, where there are in all 93 cemeteries in which the Commission has
an interest. It stretches' across Macedonia, the Balkans and the Greek Islands, where there are 25
cemeteries, and down the Gallipoli Peninsula, where there are 31, to Smyrna; through Syria, where there
are two, through Palestine, where there are 10, passing over the Mount of Olives itself, then branching
off south through Egypt, where there are 9, into East Africa, where there are 40, and eastward to Iraq,
where there are seven. Then the chain extends across the north of India to China, where there is a cemetery
at Tsingtao, and 23 other scattered burial grounds, to Australia and New Zealand, across Canada, and
back to the United Kingdom, where there are more than 67,000 graves in some 7,500 churchyards and
cemeteries. There are 50 other countries, off the track followed, where British War Graves have been
found.
It may be asked why all the small cemeteries have not been moved into larger ones. There are
several reasons, of which only one need be given here. During the war certain authorised sites were
selected, some close to the trenches, where the dead could be buried, and the soldiers were promised that,
if they brought their dead co:r;nrades to these, which they not infrequently did at the risk of their lives,
they would rest there permanently undisturbed. This promise has been kept in all cases, except a few,
where the site originally selected has been found altogether unsuitable.
The headstones are all of the same shape, 2 feet 8 inches high (above the ground), 1 foot 3 inches
broad, and 3 inches thick, the top forming a segment of a circle 2 feet 6 inches in radius. The size,
proportions and upper curve were decided by a special Committee of artists and architects, as from both
the aesthetic and the practical point of view it was necessary to obtain the best opinion available. For
instance, the durability of these stones depends largely on the effectiveness of the curve at the top to
throw off the rain in the way least likely to wear the inscription. The curve designed has been found to
give the maximum efficiency in this respect. On each headstone is inscribed a reproduction, specially
designed for carving on stone, of the badge which the dead soldier wore in his cap. Should the grave be
that of a general officer who did not wear his regimental badge, it is nevertheless, by universal desire,
inscribed on his headstone. The name, age, military rank and other distinguishing details are engraved
on the upper part of the stone, in the middle a cross or other appropriate religious emblem (such as the
six-pointed Star of David for a soldier of the Jewish faith), and below this a text or other personal tribute
chosen by the relatives. One headstone, which is only too common, is that to the unknown soldier bearing
the words" Known unto God."
The amount of correspondence which the making of the headstones represents is great, as in every
case the next-of-kin are consulted, as a matter of course, with regard to the religious emblem and the
personal inscription at the foot of the headstone, and experience soon showed that it was necessary also
to ask them to check the initials and the spelling of the name. The manufacture of these headstones is
going on in all parts of Great Britain, the output being about 2,000 a week. A relatively small number
have, for various reasons, been made in foreign countries on the spot, and there are also now standing, in
France and elsewhere, headstones of a type which could not be made by European stonemasons; they
were carved in Chinese characters by men of the Chinese Labour Corps for the graves of their c<;>mrades.
To turn now to the collective monuments: ". . . a carven Stone, And a stark Sword brooding
on the bosom of the Cross," as Mr. Kipling described them in his poem on the King's pilgrimage in May,
1922. In all the cemeteries there is the Great Cross of Sacrifice, designed by one of the Commission's
Principal Architects, Sir Reginald Blomfield. It differs in size to suit the dimensions of the cemetery,
the largest being 24 feet high, the smallest 14. It stands on a great octagonal block (weighing in the
largest types about 2· tons), which rests on three octagonal steps. The shaft and arms are in section in
the form of an octagon. The length of the two arms is about one-third of the height of the cross measured
from the base of the shaft. The shaft is in one stone from the pedestal block to under the arms. The arms
are in one piece of stone fastened by two bronze dowels into the head of the shaft. The base of the shaft
is let into the pedestal block by a 6-inch stone joggle and a bronze doweL The shaft tapers from the
base to the top of the vertical lines.
There is no doubt that the design of this Cross, carried out in white stone, against which the bronze
sword stands out in the changing lights, very much as old arms and weapons against a wall, has appealed
very strongly to public imagination. Its symbolism, like that of many great artistic creations, is somewhat vague, or, rather, open to various interpretations; to some the sword is itself the Cross and the-
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stonework merely the frame; to others the sword symbolises the offering up in sacrifice of those who
perished by the sword, and other interpretations suggest themselves, evidently many, for all who accept
the Cross at all seem to have found in it something which responds to their individual feelings.
It was originally the intention of the Commission that each architect should be at liberty to design a
special cross suitable in his view to each cemetery; but general opinion was too strong, and this design
has been adopted wherever possible. The plans for the cemetery on the Mount of Olives were altered
so that this Cross should be erected there also. The thoughts which that suggests are better left to the
imagination than put into words. As time has gone on the names" Cross of Sacrifice" and " Stone of
Remembrance" have attached themselves to the two central monuments; it is not known who originated
them, but they have been generally adopted, and undoubtedly "''--press the feelings which each suggests.
The Stone of Remembrance, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, is to be found in all the larger cemeteries.
Its dimensions are such as to make it a monument as permanent as any work of man can be. It is a
monolith weighing nearly 10 tons. To describe it in Sir Edwin's own words-a" Great fair stone of fine
proportions, 12 feet in length, lying raised upon three steps, of which the first and third are twice the
width of the second .
all its horizontal surfaces and planes are spherical and parts of parallel
spheres, 1,801 feet 8 inches in diameter, and all its vertical lines converging upwards to a point some
1,801 feet 8 inches above the centre of these spheres." Each stone bears the inscription engraven in
large letters, " Their name liveth for evermore."
The aesthetic effect of these two monuments depends on their setting in relation to the levels and
surrounding natural features; each cemetery is therefore designed by a member of the Commission's
architectural staff on the spot, under the guidance of one of the Principal Architects, by whom the design
is finally approved. That was the system which Sir Frederic Kenyon recommended to the Commission
in his Report, which has guided lliem throughout their work. It is a form of collaboration between
younger architects and the heads of their profession of which we may hear more in the future.
The most restful effect is perhaps obtained where the cemetery contains no other stonework than the
headstones and these two monuments, the whole drawn together and softened by trees and shrubs.
Some years must yet pass before the trees are large enough to have their full effect, and what is
missing altogether from the photographs published, is the colour of the flowers, to which the cemeteries
owe their chief beauty from early Spring to late Autumn. The horticultural aspect of the work has been
dealt with in lectures' by Dr. Hill, the Director of Kew Gardens, who has been directing it for the last
six years. The skill and devotion of most of the staff of gardeners, all of them ex-service men, often with
friends buried in the very cemetery they are tending, is beyond all praise. Want of water; every possible
variety of soil; sand dunes to be held back and covered with whatever growth they will take; some of
the cemeteries in old orchards, others on the bleak hillside, with the worst possible aspect and no shelter
from the weather; the natural desire of the Dominions that their own indigenous trees and shrubs should
be planted near their graves-these and other such considerations have called for many long and patient
experiments. But here, again, the greatest skill and knowledge which the Empire possesses have been
placed at the Commission's disposal. Nurseries have been established which supply everything that is
required from existing stock, and this part of the organisation is already being transformed into the main
branch of the permanent maintenance staff.
There are, however, larger cemeteries, some of them with ten or twelve thousand headstones, the
effect of which is to give an impression of barrenness or even desolation, however, toned down with foliage
and flowers, if they are not counterbalanced by further solid structures in addition to the Cross and the
War Stone. In these, shelters have been provided, and, indeed, owing to the greater number of visitors
who may be expected, the seclusion which they afford is very desirable. These buildings give further
scope to the architect. The simplest form, a shelter and gateway combined, may be seen at Forceville ;
at Terlincthun, near Boulogne, Mr. Herbert Baker has combined the shelter, the Record House, and the
War Stone on a broad terrace, the effect, with the Napoleon Column rising above the wood in the background, being very impressive. Very impressive also is his treatment of the cemetery at Tyne Cot, on
the Passchendaele Ridge, where 11,000 soldiers, mostly unknown, lie around German blockhouses. The
central blockhouse forms the base of the Cross of Sacrifrce, and on rising ground behind it a shelter and
record house are joined by a curved wall, on which are inscribed the names of some 35,000 of those who
have no known graves. This is in course of construction.
There is one cemetery in France which will be seen by more people than any other; it lies among
the sand dunes at Etaples, close to the main line to Paris and the South, and 11,000 of our soldiers are
buried here. The design was entrusted to Sir Edwin Lutyens. On the highest sand hill among the
fir trees a wide terrace has been built overlooking the whole cemetery, and with a view of the English
Channel in the distance between the two lighthouses at Le Touquet. Above the centre of the terrace
stands the Cross of Sacrifice, and below, on the terrace itself, the Stone of Remembrance. At each end
of the terrace are pylons in the form of vaulted shelters, carrying overhead cenotaphs adorned with
flags of the several services. A stepped mound from the terrace gives access to the graves, which stretch
in all directions; the headstones stand in grass, and among them are growing trees and shrubs and flowers.
There are cemeteries so situated that the general design including the Cross of Sacrifice and the
Stone of Remembrance, is not suitable. In Italy, on the Asiago Plateau, 4,000 feet high, covered with
snow from October to April, are five small cemeteries, Cavalletto, Granezza, Magnaboschi, lying among
the open hills, and Boscon and Barenthal in the clearings of a pine forest. These, as will be seen from
the photographs, are enclosed, according to Sir Robert Lorimer's design, by walls built thick and strong
of loc.aI marble, and in each is a massive cross formed of rough blocks of the same stone, sometimes white,
• .. Our Soldiers' Graves," reprinted (by H.M. Stationery Office) from the Journal of the Royal Horticultural Society
by permission of the Council.
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sometimes red.. There are no paths, but the headstones, of the same type as in France, rise from green
sward in which are planted cyclamen, gentian, columbine, and the other exquisite wild flowers of the
district, rock plants growing on the walls.
In the advanced cemeteries on the Macedonian front, where the dead lie still guarding the line far
from human habitations, Sir Robert Lorimer has replaced the Cross by a Cairn, conical in form, built
of rough blocks on a concrete foundation; it is 11 feet 41- inches in height, and is surmounted by a
rough stone cross 10 inches square and 3 feet 10 inches in height. Here, also, he has designed a striking
monument for an Indian Cemetery.
On the Gallipoli Peninsula the Commission have had perhaps the hardest task of all; and it will
be remembered what a large part the sanctity of the British graves there played in the negotiations with
the Turks at Lausanne in January, 1923. There are 31 cemeteries, 6 in the Helles area, south of Achi
Baba, and 25 stretching in a chain from Suvla Bay to Anzac Beach. Some of them are on the beaches
close to the Aegean Sea; others, in the Anzac area, are in the sides of deep gullies, or on the ridge from
which the Turk was never dislodged, close to his old front line. They are all now in Turkish territory,
from which the Greek population has been" exchanged," so that these in the Helles area are among a
Mahommedan population, those to the orth in practically uninhabited country.
either the upright
headstones nor the great Cross of Sacrifice, with its bronze sword, were suitable for the conditions which
will govern their maintenance in the future. The graves are marked by slabs on which are engraved
the name, regimental particulars, date of death, a cross or other symbol of the dead man's faith, and an
inscription chosen by the relatives. This slab, which is made in this country and sent out, is fixed and
cemented into the top of a·large concrete block, about 2 feet of which is below the surface. The cemeteries
had all to be built of local stone, the landing of heavy material presenting practically insuperable difficulties; fortunately, stone existed of the best quality. The cemeteries are surrounded bv great walls of
massive rubble masonry, deep stone ditches running along their base. The outstanding feature of the
design is a screen wall of ashlar masonry at the upper end of the cemetery, 20 feet to 30 feet in length,
and 6 feet to 9 feet in height, according to the size of the cemetery. In the centre of this screen wall,
in a curved recess with broad stone steps along its whole length, is a large plain cross in relief, cut into the
massive stonework itself. In the larger cemeteries is placed the Stone of Remembrance, similar to that
in France, but built up of large blocks cemented together. It was impossible to transport the ten-ton
monolith over these roads and up the gullies. In some the screen wall is replaced by a massive pylon
on which names of " missing" are inscribed. In Lone Pine Cemetery, on the summit of the Anzac Ridge,
is such a pylon, some 50 feet high, with the cross cut on all its four faces.
On this are inscribed the names of 3,840 Australians and 1,007 ew Zealand soldiers who fell near
by and have no known graves, and of 1,250 men from the two Dominions who died at sea. The view
from this monument is one which can never be forgotten by those who have seen it, cemeteries in white
stone from Suvla Bay in the distance marking the furthest points reached by our troops. The cemeteries
in the Relles area, such as Pink Farm, Twelve Tree Copse, Lancashire Landing and V Beach, are equally
impressive; and, in the Suvla area, Green Hill, with its massive pylon, is one of the largest cemeteries
on the Peninsula.
There are (though even still every week new graves are being found and in many cases identified)
a very large number of "missing," of soldiers who have no known graves and of sailors who have no
known graves but the sea. They can have no headstones on their graves, but the Governments of the
Empire have decided that they shall not be without their record in stone. It was suggested by some
that headstones should be erected to them in the cemeteries, but there was an overwhelming feeling
against the false impression as to the existence of a grave which these would ultimately suggest. The
participating Governments represented on the Imperial War Graves Commission have not all applied in
the same way the money available for commemorating these men. New Zealand, with a compact force
remaining together during the war, has records which enable her to commemorate them in the cemetery
near which they fell. Newfoundland is commemorating hers on a national memorial in France. The
United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, South Africa and India are, generally speaking, following, sometimes jointly and at other times separately, a common system, which the following examples illustrate.
All ships passing in the future in or out of the Dardanelles will sight on the highest ground above
Cape Helles a monument rising 100 feet against the sh'y-. On this will be inscribed the names of all the
ships and military units which took part in the Gallipoli campaign; on walls around the base are carved
the names of 12,000 men of Great Britain and Ireland who fell on the Peninsula and of 200 Australians
killed in the Helles area (the rest are commemorated on the Lone Pine Memorial), all of whom have no
known graves. The" missing" of the Indian Army will also be commemorated on this memorial
The site has been so selected that this monument to our " missing" dead will be for all time a mark for
ships sailing 'these seas. It is the same height as was the Colossus of Rhodes. It now only awaits the
fixing of the stone tablets bearing the names to be completed. At Port Tewfik, at the Southern entrance
to the Suez Canal, is being built a monument to the Indian troops, the religion of many of whom has
dictated a different form of burial from that represented by our graves. Sir John Burnet's design is a
square obelisk, 65 feet in height, set on a large stone platform with flanking walls fer the inscriptions,
terminating with groups of sculpture by Mr. Jagger, each depicting a crouching tiger on guard defending
the monument, the one from approach from the canal, the other from approach from the sea. In
Macedonia, the Memorial to the " Missing" of the Salonika Force has for some time been finished. It
forms part of the Memorial to this Force, the cost of this having been furnished by a fund subscribed
by the troops themselves. The whole has been designed by Sir Robert Lorimer and built by the
Commission. It is situated on Colonial Hill, overlooking Lake Doiran, near one of our largest cemeteries.
It will be seen from the photograph that a short distance away from the four corners of the monument,
which is 40 feet high, are four piers. Into the sides of these are sunk marble panels, on which the
names of the " missing " are inscribed.
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are alSO. Sti:1d:1Yspeaking; Memorials to the cc Missing." The Admiralty appointed a Naval Memorials
ComIriittee m"19'.». to advise the Commission as to the most suitable form of memorials to the 25,567
ranks and ratings who had lost their lives at sea. The Committee decided on three memorials at the three
manning ports. Chatham, Portsmouth and Plymouth. They came to the conclusion that "It would
greatly add to the sentiment and perpetuation of the memorial to associate it with some practical naval
purpose. And what could one have to better fulfil both these conditions than a sea-mark or leadingmark near the foreshore? Surely the combination of a .l: aval Memorial at Portsmouth, with a beacon
to guide the ships into their Home Port, ana to guide the hberty boats over the Swashway, will appeal

toan."
The sites selected were in the Park on the North side of the Hoe at Plymouth, on Southsea Common
at Portsmouth, and on the Great Lines at Chatham. The three memorials are similar in design, and a
photograph of that at Chatham is included in this Report. The names of the dead are recorded on bronze
panels, that in front bearing the following inscription : " In honour of the Navy and to the abiding memory of these ranks and ratings of this Port
who laid down their lives in the defence of the Empire and have no other grave than the sea.
1914-1918."
That on the back gives the single ship actions, and those on the sides general actions at sea and actions
with enemy land forces. The total height of the memorial is about 100 feet. In describing his design,
Sir Robert Lorimer, with whom was associated Mr. H. Poole, the Sculptor, says : " The crowning feature of the four buttresses which project at the four angles of the base
will be a seated figure of a lion.
" The <:olumn, which rises from the base, is treated with extreme simplicity until the top
is reached, where at the angles there are bronze figures representing the four winds, and projecting from the angles below these figures are to be carved the prows of ships, the crowning feature
of the memorial being a golden globe. The figures and globe are intended to symbolise our
far-flung Empire. '
Other memorials which may be classed with these are those to the dead of the Native East African
Troops, designed by Mr. F. A. Stevenson, and the plaques designed by Lt.-Col. H. P. L. Cart de Lafontaine,
which are being erected in the Cathedrals in French and Belgian towns where British troops were quartered.
They are made of gesso, gilded and coloured, and are all similar in design. The photograph, showing
the arms of the United Kingdom surrounded by those of the other Dominions and the simple but impressive
inscription, is of the plaque in Notre Dame, Paris, unveiled by the Prince of Wales last July.
The Commission, like any Government Department, have to contribute their printed records to the
library of the future historian; chief among these, and invaluable as providing added permanence, are
the Cemetery and Memorial Registers. The publication of these Registers began in the year 1920.
It has now covered one-fifth of the fatal casualties of the Empire in the Great War, and the speed of production has recently very greatly increased as the construction and designs of the cemeteries and Missing"
Memorials have been completed. Here again the best advice obtainable was enlisted in the task of making
these printed records as far as possible worthy of their subject. Almost every Register contains a map of the
country surrounding the Cemetery.or Memorial; a plan or a photograph; an introduction setting out
the origin and the chief features of the Cemetery or Memorial, and analysing the names; a statement
of the gift or acquisition of the land; and an alphabetical list of the names, with short biographical
details. It was found that there was a demand from the relatives of the dead for copies of these Registers;
and to-day the cost of printing and binding is offset, on the average, by the sale of copies to relatives and
public libraries.
The work that falls on the Commissioners is by no means light; the full Commission has met once a
month during the last six years, and the Finance Committee once a fortnight. This, it will be agreed,
is as it should be, because if these War Cemeteries and monuments to the dead are to be in every way
worthy of those whom they commemorate, there must be no unnecessary delay in carrying out the work
and no lavish expenditure. There is every reason to think that when they have completed their work
they will have exceeded neither the estimate of time, nor that of money, which were approved by the
Imperial Conference, that is, an average expenditure of £10 a' grave and ten years. They have not built
up an organisation to do the work of construction itself, but have chosen what is on the whole the more
economical course of letting out the contracts, when the drawings and designs are prepared, to public
tender; and they have every reason to be grateful to the contractors for the way they have done their
work.
It
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It is significant that while so much very useful discussion is taking place as to co-operation between
the different States of the Empire, here, where there is practical need for co-operation, it exists, in the fullest
and· freest sense, in a permanent organisation which was designed to represe~t and perpetuate by its
work the spirit in which these men of the British Commonwealth fought and died side by side.

These cemeteries and memorials, which have been built in honour of the dead, are at the same time
in history to the achievements of the British race and the British Commonwealth
of Nations; they are in all parts of the old world, and in that which was unknown to ancient empires and
conquerors; and they will bear a message to future generations as long as the stone of which they are
constructed endures.

monuments~unique
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M ajar-General,
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PALESTINE-CEMETERIES CONSTRUCTED OR UNDER CONSTRUCTION.
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EGYPT-CEMETERIES CONSTRUCTED.
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MEMORIAL IN
THE INDIAN
CEMETERY,
MO ASTIR
ROAD,
SALO IKA.

"LAST POST" AT TERLINCTHUN BRITISH CEMETERY, FRANCE, MAY, 1922, ON THE
CO. ·CL SIO:\" OF THE KI:\"G'S PILGRnIAGE.
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I.-Casualties and Registered Graves.
A. CASUALTIES.
The death casualties during the war as ascertained to the 31st March, 1924, are approximately
1,019,882, divided as follows:-

Govef!lment.

United Kingdom
Indian Empire

Military.

R.N.D.

Naval.

R.A.F.

696,293
62,065

8,723

39,464
271

5,695

Canada
Australia
ew Zealand ...
South Africa ...
ewfoundland
Other British
Possessions

56,639
59,330
16,711
7,121
1,204

Totals ...

904,376

MercanCa)
tile
Followers.
Marine

15,168

174
147
16
6
129

40,207

94
(Inc. in
Military.)

5,695

15,168

28

765,437
62,327

2
3
45,551

50,573

45,713

1,019,882

Ca) Including members of. organisations recognised by Governments of the Empire.
(b) post 1920, and deaths after discharge entitled to War Graves.

_ 1.

Total.

56,813
59,540
16,729
7,130
1,333

63

5,022
8,723

(b)
Misc.

B. REGISTERED GRAVES.
(The further examination of records and the location of previously unknown graves, etc., have
necessitated some alterations in the figures given under this heading in last year's annual report.)
Identi- Unidentified. Total.
fied.
62,262
2,995 65,257

'Great Britain...
2,904
'Ireland
3,054
150
France and Belgium
396,276 133,302 529,578
Germany
6,511
6,511
Denmark
67
14
53
Holland
188
324
136
Norway
78
161
83
Sweden .
42
31
73
Finland ..
3
5
8
Esthonia
13
13
2
27
29
Latvia .
1
Memel .
1
222
Poland .
219
3
14
Danzig Free City
14
Czecho-Slovakia
1
1
Austria ...
10
10
Hungary
4
4
Switzerland
84
84
148
16
164
Yugo Slavia
3,456
Italy
3,385
71
Spain ...
13
13
4
4
Portugal
Cape Verde Islands
5
5
Gibraltar
301
301
1,904
1,908
Malta ...
4
Roumania
17
56
73
207
210
Bulgaria
3
Greece (including Mace9,229
592
donia)
8,637
jEgean Islands
1,164
1,471
307
16
16
Ionian Islands
1
18
19
Crete
29
Cyprus ...
29
tRussia (North, East
and South) ...
462
12
474
tCaucasian Republics...
206
237
31
9,006 13,207 22,213
Gallipoli
tTurkey-in-Europe and
3,064
2,587
477
Asia ...
1,379
1,308
71
Syria
8,165
8,840
675
tIraq ...
10,820
1,316 12,136
tPalestine
5
5
Afghanistan
2
118
116
Arabia ...
5
5
Aden
_ Kamaran Island, Red
7
7
Sea
.
I
1
Muscat .
458
457
1
tPersia .
4,058
39
4,019
tIndia .
85
85
tCeylon
Asiatic Russia (Siberia
53
53
and Turkestan)
162
162
_·China
1
I
Japan ...

Philippine Islands
Malay States ...
tAustralia
New Guinea ...
New Zealand, including
Samoa
Fiji Islands
Sandwich Islands
Society Islands
tNewfoundland
tCanada
tUnited States
Panama
British Honduras
Bahamas
Bermuda
Jamaica
Leeward Islands
Windward Islands
Barbados
Trinidad
British Guiana...
Guatemala
Argentina
Brazil ...
Chili
Peru
Falkland Islands
North Africa ...
French West Africa
Egypt .
Sudan .
Soma1i1and
t East Africa (Kenya,
Nyasaland, Tanganyika and Uganda) ...
t Portuguese
East
Africa
tSoutli Africa (North
and South RhodeSIa,
Bechuanaland
and
South - West
Africa)
tCameroons
tNigeria
Gold Coast (including
Togoland)
Sierra Leone
Gambia...
Belgian Congo ...
Mauritius
Seychelles
St. Helena
Ascension

Identi- Unidenfied.
tified.
1

Total.
1

60

60

2,000
7

2,000
7

1,985
1
1
1

1,985
1
1
1
111
6,002
246
3
40

III
6,000

2

246

3
40
2
70

2
70

165

165
14313

1
43
13
6
6

"6

6

1

1
11
3
4
21
34
3
10,550
72
117

164

1
1
11
3
4
21
34
3
10,714
72
117

5,144

55

5,199

473

6

479

14
1

548
402
332

548

388
331
160
107
1
1

160
107
1

13

13

1

1

I

~

4

5

t: In some cases, e.g., Great Britain and Ireland. the :figures under .. unidentified" inctqde graves of which the
culars are still incomplete and which. therefore. have not yet been fully regi!:itered.
t Registration is incomplete in these countries.
: These are estimates, 'tp,e final figures not havin~ yet been received.
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II.-STATEME T OF ACCOU TS A D OF THE FI A CES OF THE
COMMISSIO
.
In Appendix" A " is shown the expenditure during the year 1923-24 on the acquisition in perpetuity
of the sites of the graves of Officers and Men of His Majesty's Naval and Military Forces fallen in the
War and who are buried in the United Kingdom, payment to War Office for Services rendered by Record
Offices, and on the provision of a commemorative tablet in Amiens Cathedral. This eA-penditure falls on
the Imperial Exchequer only, is accounted for in the ordinary way and audited by the Comptroller and
Auditor General. It does not fall within the purview of the uditor appointed under the Commission's
Charter.
Accounts, 1923-24.
During the period 1st April, 1923, to 31st March, 1924, the net cash expenditure of the Commission
amounted to £1,278,343 7s. Id., as per analysed Statement (Appendix" B ").
This sum was provided as follows :£
s. d.
12,537 1 4
From Balances at 1st April, 1923
Amounts received from Participating Governments as per
1,265,806 5 9
Appendix "D "

£1 ,278,343

7

. Salaries of Administrative St<rlf represent 5 ·63 per cent. of the total expenditure of the Commis ion
'during the period.
Audit.
~.
In accordance with the provisions of Part VIII, para. I, of the Charter" the Statement of Accounts
in Appendix "B" has been audited by Messrs. Deloitte, Plender, Griffiths & Co., the accountants
nominated by the Governor of the Bank of England as the Commission's Auditors.
Contribution by Governments, Parties to the Imperial War Conference, 1918.
The following resolution was unanimously agreed to by the Imperial War Conference, 1918.
"The Conference desires to place on record its appreciation of the labours of the Imperial War
Graves Commission, and is in favour of the cost of the carrying out of the decisions of the Commission
,being borne by the respective Governments in proportion to the number of the graves of their Dead."
A table showing the number of graves to be cared for by the Commission arranged under the
!,espective Governments, and showing the proportion to the whole, has been prepared (Appendix" C ") .
.
This table is based on figures supplied by the War 9ffice (Directorate of Graves Registration and
Enquiries) to the Commission as on the 16th January, 1919.
Concentration and exhumation has not yet been completed, and owmg to the discovery of fresh
burials in the course of the reconstruction of the battle areas, certain alterations in these figures will be
necessary. On the exact figures being ascertained and in the event of these showing any alteration in
the percentages, it is proposed to adjust the amount to be borne by the participating Governments at a
later date.
The expenditure of the Commission has accordingly been borne by the participating Governments in
the proportion shown by the Table (Appendix" D "0).

I,
I

Administration.
During the period under review the expenditure of the Commission has been administered under
the supervision of a Finance Committee, the members of which were CoL the Hon. Sir James Allen,
KC.B.; Sir William Garstin, G.C.M.G., G.B.E.; Harry Gosling, Esq., C.H., M.P., J.P.; Sir Robert
Hudson, G.B.E.; Vice-Admiral Sir Morgan Singer, KC.V.O., C.B.; Sir Henry Maddocks, K.C.,
M.P.; and Major-General Sir Fabian Ware, KC.V.O., K.B.E., C.B., C.M.G. (Chairman).
The Committee has held 21 meetings at each of which a representative of the British Treasury
'has been in attendance, with a view to affording the Committee advice and assistance on financial and
administrative questions.

~ ~
!

1~
'l

Receipts.
During the period under review, the following sums have been received from the General Publ1c:-

(1) Sub.scriptioIl? towards a fund for the care and maintenance of the Graves of the Fallen,
,- " ,
£71 19s. 4d. (Appendix" E ").
.
(2) On account of personal inscriptions to be placed on the headstones, £13,332 7$. lOd. This is
set off against the cost of the headstones.
(3) Special donation towards cost of memorial at Tanga, E. Africa,.. £312 16s. 3d.
(4) Contribution from the KE.F. Memorial Fund towards the cost of a Memorial Chapel at the
Jerusalem War Cemetery, £12,972 18s.
(Note.-It is to be observed that the statement of accounts submitted in each case deals only witb
actual cash expenditure and receipts.)
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IlL-GENERAL REPORT.
(1)

GENERAL.

Chiefly owing to the General Election in the winter of 1923-24 several changes have taken .place
in the constitution of the Commission since the last Annual Report was issued. The members on the
31st March, 1924, were as follows :The Secretary of State for War (The Rt. Hon. Stephen Walsh, M.P.) (Chairman).
Major-General Sir Fabian Ware, KC.V.O., KB.E., C.B., C.M.G. (Vice-Chairman).
The Secretary of State for the Colonies (The Rt. Hon. J H. Thomas, M.P.).
The Secretary of State for India (The Rt. Hon. Lord Olivier, KC.M.G., C.B.).
The First Commissioner of Works (The Rt. Hon. F. W. Jowett, M.P.).
The Hon. P. C. Larkin (High Commissioner for Canada).
The Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph Cook, G.C.M.G. (High Commissioner for Australia).
Colonel the Hon. Sir James Alien, KC.B. (High Commissioner for New Zealand).
The Hon. Sir Edgar Walton, KC.M.G. (High Commissioner for South Africa).
Lieut.-Colonel T. Nangle (representing the Government of Newfoundland).
Sir WiI1iam Garstin, G.C.M.G., G.B.E.
Harry Gosling, Esq., C.H., M.P., JP.
Rudyard Kipling, Esq.
Lieut.-General Sir George Macdonogh, KC.B., KC.M.G.
Sir Robert Hudson, G.B.E.
Admiral Sir Morgan Singer, KC.B., KC.V.O.
Sir Henry Maddocks, KC.
In May, 1923, at the end of a state visit to Rome, their Majesties the King and Queen, accompanied
by the Earl of Cavan and a small snite, made a day's tour of the cemeteries on the Itallan Front, both
in the plains and on the Asiago Plateau. From Vicenza, where they were met by Sir Joseph Cook and the
Vice-Chairman of the Commission, their Majesties' fu:gt visit was to the Cemetery at Montecchio Preca!cino,
where they were met by representatives of the Dominions, General Grazioli, the Prefect of Vicenza and
other Italian officia]s. There the King made a speech and wreaths were laid by their Majesties on the
Cross of Sacrifice and Stone of Remembrance. The plateau ceme.teries visited were those of Boscon,
Barenthal and Magna1X>schi. The tour ended at the Cemetery of Dueville.
.
A party of Labour Members of Parliament made a tour of the cemeteries in March, 1923. The'
party consisted of :-Mr. Harry Gosling (Member for 'Whitechapel); Mr. John Robertson (Bothwell,
Lanark); Mr. D. R. Grenfell (Glamorgan); Mr. H. C. Charlton (Leeds, South); Mr. C. G. Ammon (Camberwell, North); Mr. Ernest Bevin (Secretary-General, Transport Workers' Union). Starting 'from
St. Omer the party proceeded to the Ypres Salient, where Lijssenthoek, Nine Elms, Poperinghe Old·
and New and other cemeteries were seen. From there they visited Armentieres, Bethune, Arras, Albert;
Amiens and Etaples, inspecting the principal cemeteries on the road.
Another tour, which was arranged in July, was that of the Dominion Delegates of' the British
Empire Service League, which took place after their Biennial Conference in London. They began by
visiting the cemeteries at Boulogne, Terlincthun, Etaples, etc., and then went by way of Amiens and
Arras to Ypres. The party consisted of some 21 members representing all the Dominions as well as
the British Isles, and included Lieutenant-General Sir Aylmer Haldane, who commanded the VI Army
Corps during the war, and Major-General Sir Andrew Hamilton Russell, who commanded the New
Zealand Division.
.
The Canadian Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, C.M.G., accompanied by the High
Commissioner for Canada (Hon. Peter Larkin), and the Vice-Chairman of the Commission, visited
Te~lincthun Cemetery in November, 1923, and laid a wreath on the Canadian graves.
Other notable visitors to France during the year were the Hon. George H. Murray, KC., and the
Hon. E. H. Arrnstrong, successively Premiers of Nova Scotia, Major the Rt. Hon. Sir John Baird, Bt.,
C.M.G., D.S.O., H.M. First Commissioner of Works, Brig.-General A. J Brink, Secretary for Defence
of the Union of South Africa, the Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Sanders, Bt., Minister of Agriculture, and a
deputation of Scottish and Welch fishwives.
The Prime Minister of Australia, the Rt. Hon. S. M. Bruce, on his return from the Imperial Conference in February, 1924, visited the cemeteries on the Gallipoli Peninsula accompanied by the ViceChairman of the Commission.
The Commission suffered a grievous loss in October, 1923, by the death of General Sir Herbert Cox
who, while Military Secretary, India Office, had acted as the representative of the Secretary of State
for India on the Commission, and as their adviser on Indian affairs generally. Just before his death
General Cox had been to Egypt to inquire and report on various matters on behalf of the Commission.
Mr. Charles Scott Meik, M.Inst.C.E., M.E., died on the 5th July, 1923. He had acted as adviser to
the Commission on constructional safety against earthquakes, principally in connection with the Commission's work in MaCil40nia and Gallipoli.
•
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Crosses of Sacrifice erected by the Commission were unveiled in many places during the year, suitable
ceremonies being held.
Among the e were-in the United Kingdom-Bath, Gloucester, Colchester,
Leicester and Liverpool; elsewhere, Vevey, Kantara, Beirut, Gaza, Beersheba.
On the 19th December, 1923, a Supplemental Charter was granted to the Commission extending
their powers to graves which might not be within the limitations of their original Charter, but which the
Government of any part of the Empire might be desirous of maintaining. The exercise of the extended
power is within the absolute discretion of the Commission and is made conditional on repayment of
expenses by the Government at whose request the power is exercised. Under these powers the Commission has taken over the supervision, among others, of the eraves of the Crimean War in Russia and
Turkey at the expense of the United Kingdom.

(2) FRANCE AND BELGIUM.
General.-The organisation of the Commission in France and Belgium remained as in the previous
year, the total strength of personnel being 1,813, or a reduction of 29. Several cemeteries were dedicated
during the year, outstanding instances being Ecoivres Military Cemetery, where the Cross was unveiled
by General Sir Aylmer Haldane, accompanied by members of the British Empire Service League; Abbeville, where General the Earl of Cavan officiated in the presence of Marshal Foch and a large representative
French company; and Souvenir Cemetery, St. Omer, where the Cross was inveiled by General Sir evil
Macready.
The ceremonies held by the French on Toussaint (All Saints' Day) November 1st, throughout the
Commission's areas, are regularly attended by the Commission's representatives, wreaths being deposited
on the French graves in Military Cemeteries. Numerous ceremonies are held by the French on the same
day in British Cemeteries. There are similar observances in Belgium.
The Commission's work is greatly helped by the unvarying sympathy and cordiality of the French
and Belgian people and authorities; visitors and relatives visit the cemeteries in increasing numbers.
In No. 1 Area, Ypres, the number of cemeteries under construction was very large, and work began
on the Menin Gate Memorial.
No. 6 Area (Line of Communication North). The constructional work of the cemeteries has now
been completed and the duties of the staff are confined mainly to the horticultural maintenance of the
cemeteries and graves.
No. 7 Area (Line of Communication South). Cemetery construction is also practically finished in
this area, the large cemetery of St. Sever, near Rouen, with nearly 11,000 graves, being the only one still
incomplete.
No. 8 Area (Aisne and Marne). The branch office premises opened last year at Belleu are satisfactory.
This is a difficult area to control, on account of the large distances to be covered and the scattered locations
of cemeteries. It covers departments stretching from Paris on one side to Dijon on the South and Alsace
in the East.
Southern Area, Marseilles. The construction of the Mazargues Cemetery was due to commence at
the end of the year. Marseilles is not in anyone of the regular areas and is controlled from the head
office at St. Omer. An official has been sent to superintend the construction of the cemetery and to care
for the cemeteries and graves throughout the Riviera and on the Mediterranean seaboard as well as
scattered graves in the Midi.
Administrative Branch.-This includes the central regiStry, stationery supplies, records and
personnel, catering department, medical service, welfare work, supplies and stores, enquiry bureaux and
a variety of other interests. Catering arrangements continue difficult, chiefly owing to fluctuation in
prices of commodities and foodstuffs. Owing to an increase in the number of married employees the
number of meals served during the year was reduced to 287,000.
Health was good, most of the sickness being due to a mild outbreak of influenza at the end of 1923,
Recreation facilities improve; many wireless installations have been set up, and the supply of papers
organised by the Victoria League has given much satisfaction. Church services are conducted by the
Reverend B. . Keymer at St. Omer on the first and third Sundays in the month, at Arras and' Albert
on the second Sunday, and at Ypres and Armentieres on the fourth Sunday, morning and evening services
being alternate in each month.
Horticultural Branch.-This branch shows a considerable reduction in personnel, chiefly owing
to the fact that the rougher work of getting the cemeteries into condition suitable for Horticultural
maintenance has been completed in many cases. The number of personnel is 1,263. The number of
cemeteries maintained by the Commission employees was 2,673 and the graves 539,54~, in addition to
7.,761 maintained by French or Belgian organisations. Eleven miles of hedges were planted and 39'acres
of ground sown to grass during the year. Seven nurseries.are now maintained. and .it is estimated that
nearly three and a-half million trees, shrubs or flowering plants were distributed to the cemeteries, leaving
about a million and a-quarter remaining in the nurseries at the end of the year. The bulk of the plants
were propagated by the horticultural staff, but a certain number of trees, shrubs and bulbs were purchased.
The approximate mileage run in motor transport by the horticultural staff was'ZI9,OOO miles; 179 pedal
bicycles were also in use; 761 new road direction boards were made for cemeteries which' are difficult
for visitors to find.
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Transport Branch.-The increase in the volume of construction work during the year necessitated
the acquisition of some more cars and box cars, the total number of vehicles, including motor cycles, on
the road at the end of the year being 185, and the personnel being increased to 194. The mileage run
was 1,019,515 miles.
Records Branch.-Nos. 2 and 3 Areas have been combined and th eportion of Belgium in No. 2
Area has been added to No. 1 Area. Nos. 2 and 3 Areas are now worked from Armentieres. This arrangement effects economy in transport.
A considerable number of isolated graves are still being found and reported to the Commission's
officers. For the year ending 31st March, 1924, the number found and re-buried was 4,074; of these 730
were identified. Reconstruction of the devastated areas is still far from complete in some districts, so
that it would be unwise to attempt an estimate of the number of isolated remains that will be found in the
future. In agreement with the French and Belgian authorities an increased reward is now paid for the
reporting of graves discovered by farmers or those engaged on the work of reconstruction.
A certain number of isolated remains have been found and identified with the aid of the German
burial lists and plans. In one instance a list led to the discovery of a group of 22 bodies.
Works Branch.-Twenty-two contracts of importance were in progress during the year, including
351 cemeteries with 317,487 graves. Five other contracts were prepared for tender, covering 141 cemeteries and 64,690 graves. The principal cemeteries completed during the year with the approximate
number of graves in each were as follows· :Abbeville C.C. Extension ...
2,530 Gwalia RC.
463
Adelaide B.C.
.955 Haringhe Bandaghem M.C.
771
Aubers Ridge B.C.
595 Huts M.C., Dickebusch
1,094
Anneux B.C.
1,002 Hangard C.C.E.
530
Arneke B.C.
435 Lapugnoy M.C.
1,320
Aeroplane B.C.
920 Laventie M.C.
418
Bagneux RC.
1,373 Le Grand Beaumart B.C....
547
Bernafay Wood B.C.
952 Lijssenthoek M.C. ...
9,834
Bucquoy Roa<i RC.
1,878 La Kreule B.C.
576
Brandhoek M.C. No. 3
926
973 La Brique M.C., Nos. 1 and 2
Belgian Battery Corner
572 La Laiterie M.C.
548
Cambrian M.C.
820 Merville C.C. and C.C.E.
2,173
Canada Farm B.C., Eh:erdinghe ...
907 Meteren M.C.
757
Connaught B.C.
1,277 Monchy RC.
552
Croix du Bac RC. ...
551 Mendinghem M.C.
2,380
Crucifix Corner B.C.
652 Outtersteene C.C.E.
1,390
413 Oxford Road B.C., Ypres ...
Chester Farm
847
1;763
Cross Roads
510 Puchevillers B.C. ...
2,013
1,226 Perth Cem.. China Wall ...
Daours C.C.E.
Duisans B.C.
3,205 Potijze Chateau Lawn Grounds and Wood
868
Dozinghem M.C.
718
3,174 Quarry Cem., Montauban
Dickebusch New Mil. and Extn. ...
1,172 Reninghelst New M.C.
791
Duhallow A.D.S.
1,507 Romeries C.C.E.
831
514
Dranoutre M.C.
437 St. Hilaire C.C. and C.C.E.
478
Ebblinghem RC.
431 St. Venant Robecq Road B.C.
1,696
Erquinghem Lys. Chyd. Extn.
532 Trois Arbres B.C. ...
Talana
Farm
531
Esquelbecq B.C.
579
1,835
Essex Farm, Boesinghe
1,182 V1amertinghe _ ew M.C.
Etap1es M.C.
10,751 Voormezee1e Enc., No. 3
1,585
Feuchy Chapel
1,083 Warlincourt Halte B.C.
1,266
Godewaersvelde B.C.
943 Windmill B.C.
401
612
Grove Town B.C. ...
1,394 " Y " Farm M.C. ...
3,435
. Guards Cem., Windy Corner
The number of cemeteries completed in all respects was 515. In 364 of these no architectural treatment was necessary, owing to the number of graves being small, but headstones were erected. In addition
228 War Crosses were erected by direct labour. The constructional work in 105 other cemeteries was
fiuished, but all the headstones were not completed. The total number of headstones shipped to France
and Belgium was 202,101, of which 156,458 had been erected, the remainder being in the cemeteries awaiting erection. t
.* Sime the 31st March. 1924, the following additional cemeteries containi1'lg over 400 graves each have been completed:AwoingtB.C.
Bard Cottage M.C. ..
Bauzimourl. C.C.E. ..
Goxyde M.C.

652
1,653

Kemmel Chateau M.C. ..
La ClyUe M.C. ..
Martinsarl B.C.
..
..
Royal Berks. Hyde Par} Corner

1,141
1,080

482
482
1.508
Highland B.C.
..
623
M.C. and Extensi<m ..
..
479
Kandahar Farm Gem.
443
Yfrre5 Town Cem. and Extension
595
t By ehe 31st December, 1924, ehese figures were increased as follows :-Number of cemeteries complete in all
respects, 705; in 476 of these headstones only were erected, no c<mstruceional work being necessary. The total numb~7 of
keadsumes shiPPed eo France and Belgium up eo the same date was 264,684.
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AngIo-French and AngIo-Belgian Mixed Committees.-The 5th Meeting of the Angle-French
Mixed Committee was held in Paris on the 28th March, 1924. The most important matter discussed
was the report of the Secretary-General concerning the cemeteries referred to the Ministry of the Interior
as a result of the decision of the Committee at its last meeting. The membership of these Committees
is now (at the end of October, 1924) as follows ;Anglo-French Mixed Committee.

British Honorary Member

F.-M. Earl Haig.of Bemersyde, K.T.

British Official Members ...

Hon. P. C. Larkin.
Gen. the Right Hon. Sir Nevil Macready, Bart., G.C.M.G., K. .B.
Lt.-G,m. Sir George Macdonogh, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.
M. L. Shepherd, Esq., I.S.O.
Sir Henry Maddocks, KC.
General Sir Alexander Cobbe, V.C., KC.B.
Major-Gen. Sir Fabian Ware, K.C.V.O.
General de Castienau, President of the ational War Graves Commission.
M. Painleve, President de la Chambre des Deputes, Membre de
l'Institut.
The Director of Engineer Services ")
The Director of Medical Services ~Of Ministry of War.
The Director of Pensions Services J
The Director of Departmental and Communal Administration in the
Ministry of the Interior.
A general or superior officer attached to General Headquarters or
to the staff of the Army.
M. de Lavergne, KB.E., Maitre des Requetes au Conseil d'Etat.
M. Fromageot, Jurisconsulte du Department des Affaires Etrangeres.

French Honorary Members

French Official Members ...

Anglo-Belgian M1:Xed Committee.

British Honorary Members

British Official Members ...

Belgian Honorary Members
Belgian Official Members

The Right Hon. Sir George Di.xon Grahame, K.C.V.O., H.M. Ambassador at Brussels.
General the Earl of Cavan, KP.
Hon. P. C. Larkin.
Hon. Sir James Alien, K.C.B.
Major-General Sir Fabian Ware, K.C. V.O.
Comte Goblet d'Alviella, Ministre d'Etat.
Lieut.-General Rucquoy.
Director of War Graves at the Ministry of ational Defence.
Director-General of Medical and Sanitary Services at the Ministry
of the Interior.
Director-General of Provincial and Communal Affairs at the Ministry
of the Interior.

Tablets in Cathedrals.-A tablet in memory of the dead of the British Empire has been erected
in Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, and was unveiled by the Prince of Wales on 7th July, 1924.
Land and Legal Branch.-The work of this department is continually increasing.
of a French liaison officer have been of great assistance.

The services

. The sites of 567 cemeteries in France have now been acquired by the French Government for the
Commission; in Belgium 134 have been handed over by the Authorities to the Commission for construction.*
Of 76 applications for permission to erect battle exploit memorials in France on behalf of units or
formations, 40 have been authorised and 15 abandoned by the units. In Belgium 33 applications have
been received and of these 25 have been authorised and six have been abandoned by the units.
(3)

ITALY.

Constructional work and the erection of headstones practically completed, with the exception of the
Cemetery at Arquata Scrivia, and a few headstones at other places.
The British Cemetery at Arquata Scrivia contains 94 graves. The municipality, whose favourable
dehoeration was necessary to enable the site to be acquired in perpetuity, maintained until March, 1924,
their request for the removal of the Cemetery on the grounds that its presence would hamper the future
development of the town. On March 11th, 1924, however, through the efforts of the Anglo-Italian Mixed
Committee, a deliberation conceding the ground in perpetuity was passed, on condition that somesmall
modifications were made in the design.
• Since the 31st March, 1924, tlr.e sites of 43 mere cemeteries have been acquired in France, and S in Belgium
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The Decree, establishing the Cemetery in perpetuity, has now been issued by the Prefect of Alessandria.
The membership of the Anglo-Italian Mixed Committee is as follows :Honorary Members
Their Excellencies General Armando Diaz, Duca della Vittoria, and
Admiral Count Thaon di Revel.
Their Excellencies H.B.M. Ambassador at the Court of Rome and
Field-Marshall Baron Plumer, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O.
Italian Official Members ...

Brigadier-General Commendatore Eugenio Graziosi. (Ufficiale Generale dello Stato Maggiore.)
Lieut.-CoL Cav. Tomasso Volpe. (Ufficiale Superiore del Genio
Militare.)
Major Cav. Uff. Nicola Fabrizi. (Ufficiale Superiore della Sanita
Militare.)
Commendatore Dr. Ernesto Thea. (Funzionario della Sanita Pubblica.)
Cav. Uff. Dr. Gino Ferri. (Funzionario del Ministero dell' Interno.)

British Official Members ...

The Rt. Hon. Sir Rennell Rood, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O.
The Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph Cook, G.C.M.G.
Lt.-Gen. Sir 'George M,!cdonogh, KC.B., KC.M.G.
Major-Gen. Sir Fabian Ware, KC.V.O., KB.E., C.B., C.M.G.
Mr. Rudyard Ripling.
Mr. James Henderson.

Hon. Secretary. General ...

Mr. Stanley Meadows.

The second meeting of the Committee was held in Rome on the 31st March, 1923. The discussion
principally concerned the acquisition of the British Cemetery at Arquata Scrivia mentioned above,
which the Commission were afraid they would be obliged to move owing to the development of the town.
The Commune, thanks to the representations made by the Committee, having just before the meeting
expressed in resolution their willingness to grant the present site in perpetuity, the Italian members
undertook to proceed with the acquisition in regular form.
(4) BALKAN STATES.
(1) G1>eece and Macedonia.
The following 11 cemeteries were completed constructionally and all the headstones erected:Bralo, Doiran, Karasonli, Labana, Sarigol, Struma, Monastir Road, Kirechkoi, Lembet Road, Mikra,
Pirceus.
The total number of headstones erected was 9,102.
The Memorial at Lake Doiran to the Missing in the Salonika campaign was completed, 1,990 names
being recorded.
On the 21st September, 1923, lieutenant-Colonel G. G. Heywood visited the cemetery at Struma
and laid a wreath on behalf of Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Harington and the British Forces in Turkey,
members of the British Colony and Cousular representatives being present. The Greek Army was also
represented.
.

The following day the party visited Doiran and laid wreaths in the Cemetery there. On the return
to Salonika there was a ceremony at Mikra, at which most of the Greek military and civil authorities and
the British Colony were represented.
An~o-Greek Mixed Comrnittee.-The membership of this Committee is as follows :Anglo-G1>eek Mixed Committee.
. British Honorary Members
The British Minister at Athens.
General Sir George Milne, G.C.M.G.
British Official Members
Director of School of Archreology.
H.M. Consul-General at Salonika.
H.M. Consul at The Piraeus.
Greek Honorary Members
Professor Andreades, Athens University.
Capt. H. M. Votsis, late High Commissioner for
Greece at Constantinople.
Greek Official Members
The Director of the Service de Sante, Ministry of the
Interior.
The Director of Public Works, Ministry of Communications.

Secretary

...

A Colonel on the Staff.
Captain' A. F. Menzies, M.C.

The first meeting of the Committee was held at Athens on the 15th February, 1924, and was attended
by Mr. C. H. Bentinck, the British Charge d'Affaires, and the Vice-Chairman of the Commission. The
Secretary-General to the Committee was appointed, and it was arranged that the war graves on the Greek
Islands hitherto under charge Of the Commission's staff on the Gallipoli Peninsula should be maintained
by the Committee.
.
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(2) JEgean Islands.
Syra Cemetery.-The construction of tbis Cemetery was completed, but the headstones have not yet
been erected,
(3) Yugo-Slavia.
One cemetery, that at Chela Kula, Nish, was completed architecturally and the headstones erected,
The construction of Uskub Cemetery was also finished, but the headstones, although shipped, have not
yet been erected.
(4) Bulgaria.
Constructional work has been finished in five cemeteries :-Phillippopolis, Sofia, Dedeagatch, Roustchouck, Varna.
The headstones have not yet been erected, but those for Phillippopolis have been shipped.

(5) Rozmlllnia.
The constructional work in the three cemeteries at Braila, Bucharest and Slobotzia is finished, but
the headstones are not yet up.
(5) TURKEY IN EUROPE, GALLIPOLI AND ASIA MINOR.

(I) TurkeyinEurope.
Haidar Pasha, Mashlak and Osmanieh.-The construction of the cemeteries at these places was
completed.
(2) Gallipoli.
Headstones were erected in Canterbury Cemetery, in which the constructional work had been completed the previous year. In 25 other cemeteries the construction work had been completed, but the
h~dstones were not all erected. These cemeteries are : Walker's Ridge.
Beach Cemetery.
Azmac.
7th Fld. Ambulance.
V. Beach.
4th Battalion.
Redoubt.
Hill 60.
Twelve Tree Copse.
Ari Burnu.
Baby 700.
Lala Baba.
Quinn's Post.
Lancashire Landing.
Green Hill.
Pink Farm.
Plugge's Plateau.
Hill 10.
Skew Bridge.
Embarkation Pier.
Courtney's and Steele's Post.
N.Z. No. 2 Outpost.
No. 2 Outpost.
Shrapnel Valley.
The Nek.
Five more cemeteries were in course of construction :Shell Green.
Lone Pine.
Johnson's Jolly.
Chunuk Bair.
The'Farm.
1,225 headstones were erected in the year and 4,398 shipped, 1,972 more being in course 'of 'preparation.

(3) General.
At the invitation of His Majesty's Government, a representative of the Commission was present
at the discussion at Lausanne on the clauses of the Treaty of Peace with Turkey relating to War
Graves, and the terms of the Treaty now provide for full recognition of the Commission's principles of
maintenance in perpetuity.
The treaty provided for the appointment of a Boundary Commission to regulate on the spot questions
affecting the burial places and particularly to fulfil the duty of giving official recognition to the existing
burial places, for the purpose of the grant by the Turkish Government of the land in perpetuity.
The two British representatives on the Boundary Commission have been nominated, but the nomination of the Turkish representative is still awaited. The Commission's requirements in land are ready to
be formally reported to the Committee.
(6) PALESTINE, SYRIA AND TRANS-JORDANIA.
Beersheba War Cemetery was completed by the end of the year, ouly four graves being without
headstones; Gaza War Cemetery was also finished, but headstones have not yet been erected.
]m<salem War Cemetery.-This Cemetery was commenced in October, 1923. The enclosure walls
have been begun and foundations laid for the record rooms, etc. A reinforced concrete water tank to
hold 90,000 gallons has been built. The number of burials in the Cemetery is 2,534, including 19 German
and Turkish Prisoners of War.
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Work was. commenced in Jerusalem, Indian and Limber Hill Cemeteries; the wall foundations were
prepared' and stone dressing begun. Other cemeteries under construction or ready for tender were
Ranil~h War Cemetery, including Indian and Egyptian Sections. Haifa, Beirut and Deir el Belah.
Horticultural Treatment.-In general the horticultural treatment has met with success, chiefly owing
to systemization of the water supply, and there has been a striking improvement in the general appearance
of the cemeteries. At Ramleh avenues have been planted of cypress and pepper trees in the Egyptian
and Prisoner of War area, and of oleander and hybisca in the other parts of the Cemetery.
At Jerusalem a belt of pine trees has made satisfactory progress.
casuarina, cypress and hybisca have been utilised.

In other places tamarisk, pepper,

The Government of Palestine have presented the land on which the war cemeteries stand as a free
gift to the Commission, and have obtained titles for the cemeteries at Limber Hill, Beersheba, Deir el
Belah, and Jerusalem and the Indian Cemeteries.
One of the first acts of General Weygand on assuming the duties of High Commissioner for yria
and the Lebanon in ovember, 1923, was to attend the commemoration services on Armistice day at the
British and French Military Cemeteries. Wreaths were laid, and a service conducted in the British
Cemetery by the Bishop in Jerusalem. The Governor of the Grand Lebanon, the President of the Representative Council and other notables were present. Letters were exchanged on the occasion between
General Weygand and the Commission in London.
On the 17th January, 1924, at a ceremony at Damascus, Colonel Guedeney, C.M.G., commanding the
over to General Tudor, G.O.C., Palestine, the Title Deeds of the two
cemeteries at Damascus and Beyrout, the land of·which the French Government had generously acquired
at their own expense.
.

.French·tro_op~, formally hande~

(7) EGYPT.

Anglo-Egyptian War Cemeteries Executive Committee.-Dr. W. Hastings, O.B.E., and Lieut.-Colonel
H. Castle-Smith Pasha continued in office as Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively. Mr. E. Shearer,
who at the date of 'the last Annual Report was sitting as a member designate, was officially appointed a
member of the Committee. Mr. L. C. Ennes retired and left the country.
. The Committee had realised that in consequence of the retirement of British officials from the
Goverm:nent service, some reconsideration of the method of appointing civilian members was necessary.
Following the resignation of Mr. Ennes, therefore, Mr: C. H. Saxby, Managing Director of Messrs. Lawrence
& Mayo (Egypt), Ltd., of Cairo, was appointed a member of the Committee. Mr. H. E. Bell, who had
rendered valuable -service as Secretary from the start, resigned at the end of ovember and was replaced
by Mr. H. Sheridan. At the eno. of the year the composition of the Committee was as follows:Civilian Members:
Dr. W. Hastings, O.B.E., Deputy Director-General, Public Health Administration (Chairman).
Mr. A. Holden, Director Property Office, State Domains Administration.
Hon. C. J. Campbell, M.C., Legal Secretary to the Financial Adviser to the Egyptian Government.
Mr. E. Shearer, Inspector-General, Ministry of Agriculture.
Mr. C. H. Saxby, Managing Director, Messrs. Lawrence and Mayo (Egypt), Ltd.
Military Members:
Lieutenant-Colonel H. Castle-Smith Pasha, A.D.C. to H.M. the King of Egypt (Vice-Chairman).
Major F. R. 1. Athill, C.M.G., D:A.A.G., Headquarters, British Troops in Egypt.
The nine War Memorial Cemeteries whose construction was completed last year were:
Cairo.
Hadra (Alexandria).
Chatby (Alexandria).
Port Said.
Kantara.
Ismailia.
Suez.
Tel el.Kebir.
Minia.
By the 31st March, 1924, 5,621 headstones had been received and 4,477 erected.
Constructional work on the Indian War Memorial Cemeteries situated at Abbassia, Hadra, Suez,
Kantara and Ismailia was put in hand, as well as the special memorial erected in Port Said Moslem Civil
Cemetery to the Indian soldiers buried there. These cemeteries are either enclosed by a boundary wall
or the J.4nits indicated by boundary pillars, ~d a central memorial bearing an inscription in English
and Arabic erected.
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HorticuUuyaJ, TYeatment.-Steady progress has been made with the horticultural embellishment of
the cemeteries. Valuable assistance and advice were received by the horticultural section from the
Minister of Agriculture. The main difficulty, of course, with all the cemeteries in Egypt, is water. A
supply has been laid on to the cemetery at Ismailia, and it is hoped to effect an improvement in the water
supply at Hadra and Chatby. The cemetery at Kantara presents the most difficult problem. It is
situated on the desert side of th~ Suez Canal and remains up to the present entirely sand. If an adequate
water supply could be arranged some horticultural treatment might be successful, but up to the present
it has not been possible to make any arrangement to this effect.
In several places the salty nature of the soil has been against the satisfactory growth of negil grass,
and some young trees have had to be replaced for the same reason. This difficulty is being overcome,
however, by the addition of Nile silt and by constant watering.
The usual treatment of the cemeteries is smooth negil grass lawns planted with weeping pepper trees,
Australian wattles and cypresses.
~

In order to ensure freedom from disturbance it has been found necessary to exhume and rebury
inside the War Memorial Cemeteries a certain number of graves originally situated outside.

In 1920 the Committee considered the precarious position of 551 graves situated at El Arish, which
were considered in danger in the event of heavy rain. The graves were accordingly exhumed and reburied
at Kantara. Early in 1924 there was a rainstorm in the vicinity of El Arish as a result of which the
valley where the cemetery was situated was flooded, part of the railway bridge being swept away. It
W<jS certain that if. the cemetery had remained in its original position irreparable damage would have
been done.
E.L.C. and C.T. Memorial.-The building of the Memorial to the Egyptian Labour Corps and Camel
Transport Corps has been commenced. *

GeneYal.-The office of the Deputy-Director of Works has been moved owing to the premises being
taken over by the Egyptian Government.

(8) EAST AFRICA.

The Great War Cross has been erected in Nairobi, Voi and Taveta Cemeteries. The crosses for New
Moschi and Mombasa have been landed, and contracts placed for those intended for Upanga Street,
Sea View (Dar-es-Salaam) and Morogoro Cemeteries. t Iron fencing for several cemeteries has been
received. and in some cases erected.

Headstones are under contract, and in the case of Nairobi are now

on the graves
An Ordinance has been passed by the Government of Tanganyika entrusting the war graves in
that territory to the Imperial War Graves Commission.

Similar ordinances are being sought for from the Governments of other territories in British East
Africa.

(9) IRAQ.
Early in the year, after negotiations between the Commission, the Air Ministry, the High Commissioner for Iraq and the Air Officer Commanding, arrangements were made which resulted in the
Chief Engineer, British Forces in Iraq, taking over the construction work and general supervision of the
work of the Commission in Iraq. By the end of the year filling and levelling at Basra Cemetery was
completed, and tenders were out for the other work. The lay-out for the new bund had been approved
and the draft plans in hand. Expanding metal, cement, railings and stone were either on hand or under
order. All stone for the construction of cemeteries has to be obtained from India.t
Agreements have been come to as to the price of the land occupied by the cemeteries, and purchases
will be completed on production of Title Deeds by the owners.

ConcentYations.-Qwing to the impossibility of maintaining graves in their existing locations a
certain amount of concentration has been fOWld necessary.

531 remains were concentrated from various

places into Amara War Cemetery, and this year it is proposed to concentrate remains from the Tigris
River area and Lower Mesopotamia, Mosul and Shergat.

QVet' to the Egyptian Govemmenl.
t Since the above was written the War Cross and 114 headstones have bem ereckd in Upanga Street

• Sinu comPleted and handed

~tery.

and

constructional work has been commenced in five othM cemeteries.
: Sinu MQ¥ch considerable frYogress has been made in the construction of the Cemetnies, parlicularly those aJ Basra.
Rag1ulad, Kut and Amara.
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(10) UN'ITED KINGDOM.
The total number of cemeteries and military plots in cemeteries completed with their headstones
(or other treatment instead of headstones) by the 31st March was 48, as follows :St. Albans Cem.
Hastings Cem.
Bramshott St. Mary's Chyd.
Hampstead Cem. . ..
Chichester Cem.
St. lames' Cem., Dover
Brookwood Cem.
East London Cem., Plaistow
Richmond Cem., Surrey ...
Tottenham and Wood Green Cem.
Ladywell Cem., Lewisham
Ontario Cem., Orpington
Felixstowe New Cem.
Gravesend Cem.
City of London Cem., Little Ilford
Duke St. Cem., Southport...
Lodge Hill Cem., Birmingham
Camberwell Cem. ...
Allerton Cem., Liverpool ...
Anfield Cem., Liverpool
Kirkdale Cem., Liverpool ...
West Derby Cem., Liverpool
Toxteth Park Cem., Liverpool
Reading Cem.

93
119

333
125
55
100
1,588
92
94
237

205
120
60

43
163
23
. 415
159
47
200
94
44
69
95

74
81
107

Warrington Cem.
Gloucester Cem.
Bordon Cem.
Southern Cem., Manchester
St. ]oseph's Cem., Manchester
Milford Cem., Surrey
Welford Rd. Cem., Leicester
Allenvale CeRl., Aberdeen
Walton-on-Thames Cem.
Boscombe Cem.
Shorncliffe Cem.
Towcester Road, Northampton
Newport Cem., Lincs.
Comely Bank Cem., Edinburgh
Codford St. Mary's Cem.
Cannock Chase Cem.
Lawnswood Cem., Leeds
Tidworth Cem.
Whalley Cem.
Cardiff Cem.
Parkhurst Cem.
Hove Borough Cem.
Aylesbury Cem.
Locksbrook Cem., Bath

. 24 more cemeteries were completed as regards the construction, etc., but headstones
erected.

647

124
49
152
105
19
76
491
117
79

166
98
321
144
424
31
174
58
59
75
84
w~re

not

HefLdstones were erected in 703 other cemeteries and churchyards. The number of graves in these
cases was not sufficient to necessitate any particular architectural construction.
21 more cemeteries and military plots were under construction at the end of the year, and designs
for 91 more were in hand.
The cemeteries completed or under construction represented 15,921 graves, on which 8,111 headstones had been erected.
3,196 agreements for maintenance had been. entered into covering 28,983 graves.
(11) CANADA, UNITED STATES AND SIBERIA.

Canada.-The total number of headstones ordered up to the 31st March, 1924, was 5,069, and the
number erected up to the same date was 4,166. Progress is greatly affected by climatic conditions:
the manufacture of headstones can be carried on during the entire year, but is delayed by extreme weather
conditions, and in summer by the pressure of other work during the limited building season. The
erection of headstones can be carried on only during the summer and autumn, say, between April and
October.
Satisfactory progress was made upon the Naval Memorial at Halifax, which was subsequently
unveiled by the Minister of National Defence during the visit to Halifax of the Special Service Battle
Cruiser Squadron. The Cross of Sacrifice at Hamilton, Ontario, was unveiled with appropriate ceremony.
A complete record was made of all graves of prisoners of war and interned aliens in Canada, and
arrangements made 'for maintenance.
NOTE.-In addition to the Cemeteries mentioned above, the following were completed by December 31st, 1924 ; Avonview
76
Kensal Green, All Souls
271
Brighton
251
Netley
657
Bury St. Edmunds
46
Newcastle St. Andrews and JesBootle
61
mond ..
181
Chester
96
Nottingham General
278
75
North Merchiston
103
Canford
Cambridge
114
Ocklinge ..
123
Fulford Water
107
Portsdown, Christchurch
132
52
Sutton Veny
167
Grantham
Harefield
112
Seaford ..
182
Hipswell
65
Stockport, Willow Grove
27
39
Torquay Extra Mural ..
50
Ince ..
Wokingham
26
Headstones were erected in 176 other Cemeteries and Churchyards.
Thirteen more Cemeteries and Military plots were under construction, and designs for 52 more in hand.
The Cemeteries completed or under construction represented 20,142 graves, on which 11,586 headstones had bem erected,
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United States.-Headstones were ordered for 64 additional graves, making a total to the 31st March
of 159.
Siberia.-Reports how that the British Cemetery at Vladivostock is being maintained in good
order.
everal bronze tablets on the central memorial had been stolen and have now been replaced by
marble tablets.
(12) AUSTRALIA AND M
~

DATED TERRITORIES.

The Australian Government has undertaken to carry out permanent work in respect of war graves
Australia and New Guinea, in addition to the maintenance in perpetuity of such graves.

There are in Australia approJeirqately 2,000 war graves. Of these, 1,570 have been verified and
headstones are being provided. 350 headstones have been erected to date, and contracts in hand provide
for the early completion of an additional 976. The headstones are of a similar pattern to those erected
on the Western Front, and are made of the stone locally available: Queensland and South Australiamarble; Tasmania and Victoria-bluestone; New South Wales-trachyte; and Western Australiagranite.
A Cross of Sacrifice in white marble has been erected in the Soldiers' Cemetery, West Terrace,
Adelaide.
(13)

EW ZEALAND AND MANDATED TERRITORY.

The total number of war gx:aves recorded as at the 31st March, 1924, was 1,985, these being contained
in 327 cemeteries and churchyards. During the year permanent work, including the erection of headstones of New Zealand granite of the Commission's usual design, has been completed in the following
cemeteries and churchyards, the number of graves being shown in parenthesis.
Waikaraka, Auckland (24); Waikurnete, Auckland (122); Purewa, Auckland (42); Birkenhead,
Auckland (3); Swanson, Auckland (1); Otahuhu, Auckland (5); Mangere, Auckland (1); and Apia,
Samoa (11). Total, 209.
Contracts entered into and partly completed were:Martinborough, Wairarapa (2); Sydenham, Christchurch (41); Bromley, Christchurch" (25) ;
Addington, Christchurch (5); Tuahiwi, Canterbury (5); Motuihi Island, Auckland (1). Total, 79.
Headstones ordered during the year number 256, bringing the tota:J. of headstones ordered since the
work commenced in December, 1921, to 533.
The total number of headstones erected to date is 418.
(14) INDIA.
The work in connection with the erection of permanent headstones over graves of British soldiers
and members of the _ ursing Services who died in India during the War has practically been finished.
The construction of a memorial to commemorate all those ranks of the Army, both British and Indian,
who were killed on or beyond the frontier of India, is under consideration.
(15) CRO

COLONIES.

Gibraltar.-213 headstones have been erected in the Gibraltar Cemetery. The horticultural werk is
continuing satisfactorily. There was not room to erect the Cross of Sacrifice in the Cemetery, so a site
about 400 yards away at the Bay Side Barrier was obtained with a well-planted screen at the back.
Malta.-The graves were maintained in good order throughout the year. Tenders have been called
for the provision and erection of War Crosses at Pieta, Cappuccini and Addolorata Cemeteries, and also
for the provision and erection of headstones.
.
Ceylon.-The records of the war graves in Ceylon are being cleared. A. design for: a Buddhist headstone was drawn up by the Principal, Vidyodya College, Colombo, and approved by the leadiilg priests.
This, with certain modifications, will be used for Buddhist headstones in all cases.
Hong Kong.-The particulars of 92 war graves have been verified and the records are gradually
being cleared. A local Committee has been appointed to carry out the duties of the Imperial War
Graves Commission, the Head of the Sanitary Department being appointed Chairman, with the Chaplain
of His Majesty's Dockyard, the Adjutant, Royal Artillery, and Adjutant, Hong Kong Defence Corps,
as members. The Colonial Government have intimated their willingness to be responsible for the cost
of erecting the headstones and maintaining the cemeteries.
Sierra Leone.-During 1923 a local Agency was formed with the Officer Commanding Royal Engineers
as President. The graves of 160 Europeans and 14 natives have been identified. All European graves
have been provided with memorials of a temporary nature.
Gold Coast Territories.-A Committee consisting of the Officer Commanding Gold Coast Regiment,
West African Frontier Force, and a representative of the European Staff of the Political and Treasury
Departments, was appointed by H.E. the Governor in October, 1923, to deal with the war graves in the
Colony on behalf of the Commission.
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Falkland Islands.-There are 22 graves, mostly of those who died in the Falkland islands battle.
The majority have private memorials. Headstones will be erected on the remainder, and a Cross of
SacriJice of the pattern used in France is being despatched to Port Stanley.
Mauritius.-The records are being cleared.

13 graves.

British Somaliland.-113 burials, mostly Somalis. Will be probably commemorated by a tablet
in the wall of the fort at Burao or other form of centra! memorial.
In addition to the graves mentioned in previous reports the following have been noted : Ascension Island
St. Helena

5 graves.
4 graves.
(16) GERMANY.

The land of the concentration cemeteries referred to in last year's report at Cologne, Niede,..;;wehren
and Ohlsdorf has been acquired, ana negotiations for the acquisition of that at Stahnsdorf, Berlin, is in
process of completion.·
(17) OTHER COUNTRIES.

Holland.-The cemeteries completed constructionally and with headstones erected are: S'Gravesande,
The Hague and Noordwyk. Headstones have also been erected in other cemeteries.
Switzerland.-The cemetery at Vevey was completed and an unveiling ceremony held.
cemetery contains the graves of all those prisoners of war who died while interned in Switzerland.

This

Spain.-Steps are being taken to acquire perpetuity rights in all the graves, and in some cases
acquisition has been completed.

China. Tsingtao.-A small plot of II graves about 6 miles from the town. Memorials have been
erected on the graves. A central memorial has been built and arrangements made through the Consul
for maintenance partly from local funds.
In addition to the graves mentioned in previous annual reports, the following graves have been
noted:
Cape Verde Islands
. Philippine Islands
Japan ...
Guatemala

5
I
I
I

graves.
grave.
grave.
grave.

(18) MEMORIALS TO THE MISSING DEAD.

United Kingdom.-The three Naval Memorials were nearing completion during the period under
review and were all subsequently completed and unveiled during the summer of 1924.
France and Belgium.-The Memorial at the Mero;, Gate ",-as in progress during the year. TheMenin
Gate was selected as a suitable site for a memorial to commemorate those who fell near Ypres, but
it was impossible to accommodate all the names of the ruissing in the Ypres sector on anyone memorial,
so another memorial is being erected in the cemetery at Tyne Cot, near Passchendaele, on which the balance
of the names \vill be inscribed. This cemetery is the largest concentration cemetery in the salient.
The memorial will take the form of a high serni-eircular wall at the back of the cemetery, with an apse
in the centre. The wall \vill bear panels on which the names will be inscribed, and will be broken by
rotundas with colonnades and have two chapels at the extremities.
Of the other memorials, the sites for those at La Ferte sous Jouarre, Cambrai, Soissons, St. Quentin,
Arras, Armentieres and Bethune have been settled. t
The memorial to the ruissing of the Indian Army will be erected at Neuve Chapelle.· Great difficulty
was experienced in obtaining the site selected by the representative of the Indian Army for this memorial,
but the purchase was finally completed. The memorial is the design of Mr. Herbert Baker, A.RA.
It is based on an open space enclosed by a pierced stone railing in front and a solid wall at the back, on
which the names will be inscribed. The enclosure will be entered by a small domed Chattri characteristic
of the Indian sepulchral monument, with a similar one opposite to be used as a shelter. An Asoka
column as representing Indian sentiment will form a prominent feature of the design, and the badges
of the Indian regiments which took part in the fighting on the Western Front will appear on the Sanchi
rail. Suitable inscriptions will also be engraved.
A site for the memorial at Nieuport has been selected but not yet approved.

Galtipoli.-The memorial at Cape Helles, Gallipoli, to the missing of the British and Australian
troops at Gallipoli, was under construction, the foundations had been completed and satisfactory progress
made with the base of the shaft and dwarf and parapet walls. The design is by Sir John Bumet, R.A.,
the Commission's architect for Gallipoli.
• Since IM 31st March the concent1'aJ,ion has been camplcud and the construction of the cemeteries at Cologne.
Hamburg and Niederzwehren is in progress.
The CroSs and War Stone and alsQ 846 headstones have been eruted i'J Cologne CC1n!tury. and the Cross and War Stoxe
in Hamburg.
t The designs Jor La F~rt.J a'nd St. Quentin have si-,:u bU,1 completed: the others aTe under co,uideralion.
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Egypt.-As stated in last year's report the memorial to the Indian missing of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force is being erected at Port Tewfik near Suez. It occupies a commanding position on the
extreme corner of the entrance to the Suez Canal, West Banle The design is the work of Sir John Bumet,
the principal feature being an obelisk 65 feet high flanked by wing walls at each side. At the foot of
the obelisk are paved steps which lead to a public roadway, and beyond this the sea wall runs down to
the Suez Canal. At each end of this sea wall is the figure of a tiger mounted on a special plinth. The
monument is being built of special stone from abresina, near Trieste. On each of the four faces will be
an inscription panel in Urdu, Hindi, Gurmukhi and English describing the objects of the memorial.
Owing to the site of this memorial being part of a public roadway, the sanction of three different bodies
was necessary before the work could be commenced, namely, the Council of Ministers, the Suez Municipality, and the Consultative Committee of Municipalities and Local Commissions, and these sanctions
have been duly obtained. The work on the foundations was begun early in the year with the driving
of a number of 50-foot wood piles. Since then the concrete foundations have been completed and work
is progressing rapidly.
General.-The work of sorting out from the Official Casualty Lists the names of those who died during
the war but whose graves have never been discovered has made cOD;siderable progress, and a provisional
card index containing 404,737 names has been prepared. The areas in which 144,113 of these fell has
been definitely ascertained, and arrangements have been made for their commemoration on the appropriate
Missing Memorial.

(19) CEMETERY REGISTERS.
During the period under review 52 registers have been compiled and published. 40 of these registers
relate to cemeteries and cover 53,001 burials. The remaining 12 relate to the aval Memorials at
Chatham, Portsmouth and Plymouth, and contain particulars of 17,314 names inscribed on the memorials.
The r~oi.sters published are as follows* ;Burials.
France.
Burials.
France---contd.
Aubigny Com. Cem. Ext. (two parts)
2,771 Marles-les-Mines Com. Cem.
1
Auchel Com. Cem. ...
4 Merville Chyd.
1
1,997
Bac-du-Sud Brit. Cem.
688 Philosophe Brit. Cem. (two parts)
348
Bleville Com. Cem.
1 Ste. Catherine Brit. Cem. ...
1,622
5,578 Ste. Marie Cem., Le Havre
Boulogne Eastern Cern. (four parts)
Burbure Com. Cem.
3 St. Nicolas Brit. Cem.
364
1
Cambrin Chyd. Ext.
1,206 Sanvic Com. Cem. ...
212
Chocques Chyd.
37 Tourgeville Mil. Cem.
2
Chocques Mil. Cem.
1,737 Trouville Com. Cem.
18
131 Verquin Corn. Cem.
Dainville Brit. Cem.
8
Dainville Com. Cem.
38 Wanquetin Com. Cem.
222
Deauville Com. Cem.
2 Wanquetin Corn. Cem. Ext.
Divion Com. Cem. ...
7
Belgium.
Duisans Brit. Cem. (two parts)
3,211 Bleuet Farm Cem....
442
Etaples Mil. Cem. (Part 6)
1,738 Canada Farm Cem.
907
Etretat Chyd.
271 Dozinghem Mil. Cem. (two parts)
3,171
Etretat Chyd. Ext....
275 Elverdinghe Chyd.
10
Falaise Com. Cem. ...
1 Lijssenthoek Mil. Cem. (six parts)
9,832
Fecamp Com. Cem.
11 Mendinghem Mil. Cem. (two parts)
2,382
Fouqereuil Com. Cem.
2 Reninghelst New Mil. Cern.
791
Fouquieres Chyd. ...
1 Vlamertinghe ew ~lil. Cem.
1,813
Fouquieres Chyd. Ext.
387
Gosnay Com. Cem.
13
Greece.
Gouy-en-Artois Corn. Cem. Ext. ...
44 Doiran Mil. Cem.
1,333
Grove Town Cem. ...
1,392 Karasouli Mil. Cem.
1,408
Haute-Avesnes RC.
130 Kirechkoi-Hortakoi Mil. Cem.
574
Houchin Brit. Cem.
698 Lahana Mil. Cem.
271
Houchin Com. Cem.
8 Sarigol Mil. Cem. ...
665
Labeuvriere Com. Cem.
1 Struma Mil. Cem....
932
La Chaudiere Mil. Cem.
864
1,319
Naval Memorials.
Entries.
Lapugnoy Mil. Cem.
Les Baraques Mil. Cem.
1,100 Chatham (three parts)
5,351
Les Moutiers-Hubert Chyd.
3 Plymouth (four parts)
4,577
Lozinghem Com. Cem.
2 Portsmouth (five parts)
7,386
These registers are on sale to the public usually at the price of 3s. per copy, and can be supplied on
application to the Secretary, Imperial War Graves Commission, 82, Baker Street, London, \i .1.
* Sime tile 31st 'ltlarch, 1924, another 61 -registe-rs have been publis!led, covering 90 cemeteries and 71,453 names.

APPENDIX A.
EXPENDITURE ON ACQUISITION OF GRAYE SITES IN PERPETUITY IN THE UNITED
KINGDOM

£ s. d.
1,060 19 1

PAYMENT TO WAR OFFICE FOR SERVICES RENDERED BY RECORD OFFICES

3,555 12

COMMEMORATIVE TABLET

n

AMlEx S CATHEDRAL (BALA.'lcE

OF

£143 14s. 4d.) ..

TOTAL EXPE:NDITURE
Note.-The whole of the above e":penditure falls on th.: Imperial Exchequer only.
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41

0

0 10

[,4,657 11 II

APPENDIX B.

IMPERIAL WAR GRAVES COMMISSION.
STATEMENT OF CASH PAYMENTS OUT OF FUNDS CONTRIBUTED BY BRITISH AND DOMINION GOVERNMENTS (AFTER DEDUCTION OF MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS).
FROM 1ST APRIL, 1923, TO 31sT MARCH, 1924.

United Kingdom.

I. Salaries and Wages of Commission's
personnel engaged on Cemetery Constnlction and Maintenance, Transport,
etc., and Administration
2. Travelling Allowances

£
121,901
5,559

$.

d.

5 10
6

S

3. Subsistence ..
4. -Transport

G. ·Cemetery Maintenance

7. Miscellaneous Stores purchased

Interest received, etc...

£

296,939 14

5

938

120,866

9

3

193

0

0

1,020

9

4

893

7

0

701

1,769

9

6

39,093 10

549 14

0

1,440 16

£195,658

8

7

4

41

2,231 10
3,334

3

8

6,582 12

2

848,084

0

9

8

4 0

4,514

3

8,292

24

2

3,234 15

6

7

5

2

3

195,682 12

£

3

4,461

5

12,346

d.

583

3

8

9 11

$.

3

378,638 16

2,906

£

6

0

2 2

d.

$.

Macedonia and
Salonika.

12,477

6

8. Camps (Huts and Materials)
9. Incidentals .,

d.

60,796

58

Egypt and
Palestine.

Italy.

$.

£

18,721

..

5.-Payments to Contractors for Cemetery
Construction and Material and Wages
for local labour ..

France and
Belgium.

6

0 7

96

$.

d.

£

8

:-1

12,899

1,193 10

5

784

9

1,907 12

4

1,095 12

9

105

8

0

1,399

2

9

5,856 12

2

59,332

6

5

73 12

8

11 19

4

o

£848,010 13

5

£5,844 12 10

£59,332

0 11
5

6

245 10
13,768

6

5

828

4

£13,413 10

9

914 11 10

9 11
4

6

124,873 15

8

1,209 18

3

17,681 14

3

3 10

668 18

8

9 10

9

5,288 12

27,079

3,201

0

8

1,391

0

8

56,617

4

6

7

£56,616

6

5

2

4

3,347 16

8

14,241 12

4

1,278,868

o 18

59 10
£99,467

5

26,736

6

99,526 19

354 14

467,823

d.

2

1,713 12

7 0

1,780 10

7

$.

593,423 18

2

14

4

£

d.

6

0

2

18,284

$.

7

79,289 13

6,756 15

£

7

8

3

],674

Total.

Other Areas.

27,538 12

13 13
888

d.

8

0

5

$.

0

259 14

9

Mesopotam.ia and
Gallipoli.

6

6

524 19

5

£1,278,343

7

- Items 4, 5 and 6 are exclusive of Salaries and Wages of Commission's personnel, which are included in Item 1.
No/e.-Payments out of the Special Grants made by the British Government for the purchase of land in the United Kingdom and for services rendered by Record Offices are not included in the above Statement.
We have compared the foregoing Statement with the relative Books and Vouchers in London, and with the returns received from the Commission's Sub-Accountants abroad, and find it to be in
accordance therewith.
5, LONDON WALL BUILDINGS,

E.C. 2,
26th September, 1924.

LONDON,

(Signed)

DELOITTE, PLENDER, GRIFFITHS & CO., Auditors.
Chartered Accountants.

APPENDIX C.

PERCENTAGES OF PARTICIPATING GOVERJ.'<MENTS.
Governments.

Graves.

United Kingdom
Canada

Percentage of Total.
81·52

452.730

43.631

7·86

Australia . .

35,131

New Zealand
India (Natives)
South Africa
South Africa Native Labour Corps

11,393
5,665

6·33
2·05
1·02

'SO

4,450

956
SSS

·09
·17
·16

555,379

100·00

535

British West Indies

Newfoundland
Totals

NOTE.-Figures of graves up to 16/1/1919.

APPENDIX D.

STATEMENT OF TOTAL CASH REQUIREMENTS (including provision for Sub-Accounts) from 1st April, 1923,
to 31st March, 1924, showing proportion borne by the Participating Governments under Resolution 1 of the
Imperial W¥ Conference. 1918. and the Amounts received.
Total

£1,265,806 5s. 9d.
Rate per cent.

Contributories.

United Kingdom
Canada
Australia . .
N~v Zealand
India
South Africa
British "Vest Indies
Newfoundland

81·52
7·86
6·33
2·05
1·02

·89
·17
·16
100·00

Proportion.
s. d.
5 9
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
2,152 0 0
2,025 0 0

£
1,031,885
99,493
80,126
25,949
12,911
11.265

1,265,806

5

9

APPENDIX E.

FUND FOR THE CARE AND MAINTEN......"CE OF THE GRAVES OF THE FALLEN.

l. s.
Balance in hand at 1st April, 1923

1,093

Amount received from private individuals from 1st April, 1923, to 31st March, 1924
Total receipts to 31st March, 1924
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