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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
at the 480TH MEETING of the
COMMOI~VEP~TH WA~ GRAVES COMMISSION
held at
32, GROSVENOR GARDENS. LONDON. S.W. 1
2!!.
THURSDAY, 30TH SEPTEMBER.

TIAL

196~

Present:
MEMBERS
ADMIRAL SIR GUY

GRJ~THh~,

G.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O. (Vice-Chairman
of the Commission), in the Chair
COLONEL AL,lli CHAUBERS, D.S.O., O.B.E.
Representing the High Commissioner for Canada
MR. F.C. BOYLE
Representing the High Commissioner for Australia
MR. M.J .C. TEMPLETON
Representing the High Commissioner for New Zealand
MR. D.S. PRELLER
Representing the Ambassador of South Africa
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL S.K. JOSHUA
Representing the High Commissioner for India
MR. B.H.J. IJu'1"E
Representing the Secretary of State for the Colonies
MR. J.W.T. PRITCHARD
Representing the Minister of Public Building and Works
AIR CHIEF MARSHAL SIR ARTHUR LONGMORE, G.C.B., D.S.O.
SIR ARTHUR RUCKER, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.B.E.
AIR UARSHAL SIR CHARLES GUEST, K.B.E., C.B.
GENERAL SIR JOHN ANDERSON, K. C.B., C.B. E., D. S. O.
SIR ROBERT BLACK, G.C.M.G., O.B.E.
COLONEL SIR RICHARD GLYN, BJ~T., O.B.E., T.D., D.L., M.P.
SECRETARY
MR. V'I.J. CHALMERS, C.B.E., Director-General
ADVISERS

SIR EDWfillD MAUFE, R.A., F.R.I.B.A., M.A., Chief Architect and
Artistic Adviser
MR. H.D. MORGAN, M.Sc.(Eng.), M.I.C.E., Consulting Engineer
There were also present:
MR. W. WYNNE MASON, M.C., Assistant Secretary, Director of External
Re2ations and Records
MR. A.K. PALLOT, Assistant Secretary, Director of Finance and
.
Establishments
MR. D.H. LLOYD, A.R.I.C.S., Deputy Director of Works
MR. H.L. SIMMONS, LL.B., Legal Adviser and Solicitor
MR. W.F.W. fUillDING, O.B.E., B.Sc.(Hor~), Chief Horticultural Officer
MR. A.E.V. SHEPHARD
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At the request of the CHAIRMAN the SECRETARY read the
apologies for absence.
COLONEL SIR RICHbRD GLYN. BART.

9

atB.E., T.D.] n,L.? rai.P.

The CHAIRMAN said he would like, on Members' behalf, to
welcome Colonel Sir Richard Glyn on his appointment to succeed
Lord Spens as a Member of the Commission.
Besides being Member
of Parliament for North Dorset, Sir Richard was a distinguished
lawyer who had practised at the Bar for nearly twenty years.
He
had been a Territorial Officer for fifteen years and had
commanded the Queen's Oivn Dorset Yeomanry Field Regiment R.A.
both during and after the last war and was Honorary Colonel in
1959.
He was also a farmer.
The Commission were very glad to
have him wi th the,n and to be able to call on his very wide
experience; he hoped Sir Richard would be happy in his appointment and would find the work interesting.
Colonel Sir RICHftRD GLYN thanked the Chairman for his remarks.
VISITS TO WAR CE:iErERIES BY THE ROYAL FAIHLY
The CHfl.IRHAN said that, during a visit to Regiments of the
British Army of the Rhine, Her Majesty ~ueen Elizabeth The Queen
Mother had visited Becklingen War Cemetery on 13th July and had
laid a wreath at the Cross of Sacrifice.
The Commission had
been represented by Mr. Jack, the Regional Director, who had
presented Mr. Chatterton, l~ea Superintendent of the Netherlands
and Germany Area, Mr. Carroll, Area Vlorlcs Officer, Head Gardener
Symington and the German locally-engaged gardeners.
The Queen
llother, who had spent half-an-hour in the cemetery, had said
that "she greatly admired its beauty and had recalled an earlier
visit to a war cemetery in Tunisia.
ADMIRJ.L srn ,llIRTIN DUNB}.R-NASJ.!ITH,
v,e.? K.C.B.? K.C.li,G., D.L.
The CHAIR.Uili said he had to report, with great regret, the
death on 29th June, at the age of 82, of Admiral Sir Martin
Dunbar-Nasmith.
He had been a Member of the Commission for
twelve years from 1943 to 1955 and Vice-Chairman during the siX
very important years from 1948 to 1954.
He had "been a Member
of the Finance Committee for eleven years.
No Member could
have served the Commission more devotedly and his years as ViceChairman had been particularly active, covering a peak period
of construction of cemeteries and memorials of" the 1939-1945
War and repair of those of the 1914-1918 War and including many
of the great unveiling ceremonies.
On his retirement from the
Vice-Chairmanship, the Commission had passed a resolution paying
tribute to the devotion and ability with which he had discharged
the responsibilities of that office and had furthered the highest
ideals of their work.
He had been greatly beloved by his
fellow-Commissioners and by the"staff throughout the world.
The CHAIRMAN said he was sure that all Members would wish
to support the Resolution, which he would like to move from the
Chair.
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-3The CHAIRldAN then read the following Resolution, which was
carried unanimously:
RESOLVE:
That the Commission place on record their
deep regret at the death of Admiral Sir
Martin Dunbar-Nasmith, V.C., K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G., D.L., a Member of the Commission
from 1943 to 1955 and their Vice-Chairman
from 1948 to 1954.
They remember with
gratitude his great services to the
Commission, his unswerving devotion to the
highest ideals of their work and his
unfailing courtesy and kindliness.
They
desire that an expression of their sympathy
be conveyed to his f~nily.
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

LO~D

LAWSON OF BEMIISH. D.C.L.

The CHAIR~~ said that he had also to report, with great
regret, the death, shortly afterwards, on 3rd August,·at the age
of 83, of the Right Honourable Lord Lawson of Beamish.
"Jack
Lawson, M.P. ", as he was known, had been appointed a Member of
the Commission and of the Finance Committee in 1931, in
succession to the late r. Harry Gosling, ! .P., end had remained
a "ember for nearly seventeen years until ill-health had obliged
him to retire in 1947.
As Secretary of State for War, he had
been Chairman of the Commission from July, 1945, until October,
1946.
Himself an ex-Serviceman, he had taken a very active
interest in the Commission's work and particularly in the working
conditions and welfare of the staff.
Like Admiral Nasmith, he
had enjoyed a warm place in the affections of his fellow-Members
and the staff of the Commission.
The CHAIRMAN said he' was sure Members would wish to
associate themselves with the Resolution, which he would like to
move from the Chair.
The CHAIRMAN then read the follOWing Resolution, which was
carried unanimously:
RESOLVE:
That the Commission place on record their
deep regret at the death of the Right
Honourable Lord Lawson of Beamish, D.C.L.,
a Member of the Commission from 1931 to
1947 and Chairman from 1945 to 1946.
They
remember with gratitude his sincere interest
and active help in the work of the Commission
in all its aspects and his particular concern
for the welfare of their staff.
They desire
that an expression of their sympathy be
conveyed to his widow and family.
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. The CHAIRMAN said he was sure that all Members would have
been pleased to learn of the knighthood bestowed on the Member
for Australia, now The Honourable Sir Alexander Downer, K.B.E.,
High Commissioner for the Commonwealth of Australia in London.
Her uajesty The Queen had also been graciously pleased to
honour two members of the Commission's staff in the Birthday
Honours List: Lieutenant-Colonel J.A. Woodgate, Regional
Dir€ctor, United Kingdom Region, had been appointed an O.B.E.
and Mr. L.H. Parry, Area Supervisor, Queensland, Anzac Agency,
had been awarded the B.E.M.
AIR C'rlIEF ;,!A"RSHAL sm A"RTHUR LONGMORE,
G,C,B., D,S,O,
The CHAIRlUU~ said that before proceeding with the business
of the Meeting, he had one more announcement to make.
He was
very sorry to say that Sir Arthur Longmore had informed him
that he was retiring and that this would be the last Meeting
of the Commission he would attend.
Sir P~thur had first been
appointed a Member of the Commission in 1944 a~d had been
Vice-Chairman from 1954 to 1957.
He had also been a Member
of the Finance Committee and of the Commonwealth-French and
Commonwealth-Belgian Joint Committees.
In his twenty-one
years of most active service as a Commissioner he had travelled
exceptionally Widely and had made an enormous contribution to
the Commission's work and it was with the very greatest
reluctance that they now accepted'his decision to·retire. They
were continuingly grateful to him for all that he had done for
the Commission and their good wishes would go with him on his
retirement.
Air Chief Marshal Sir ilRTHUR LONGUORE thanlced the Chairman
for his kind remarks and said he would like to say a few words
at the e~d of the Meeting.
MINUTES OF THE 479TH MEEl'ING OF THE COMl.lISSION
The Minutes of the 479th.Meeting had been circulated and
no .amendments had been suggested.
1.
The Minutes of the 479th Meeting were approved
and signed.
The following points arose out of the Minutes:
( a)

Cemeteries

The CHAIR~Ulli said he would ask the Director of External
Relations and Records to bring embers up to date.
Mr. WY1n~E ~ASON said that t the last Meeting of the
. Cqmmission in June he had repor ed that the Australian
Ambassador in Cairo was to make an appeal to the President of

,
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the United Arab Republic for t e proposal to remove these two
memorial cemeteries to be drop e.
In the event, it had
proved impossible for the Aust alian Ambassador to obtain an
interview with the President b fore he had been called away
to attend the United Nations A's~mblY in New York, where, it
was understood, he would be fo some time.
eanwhile, it had
been arranged that lr. George homson, linister of State at
the Foreign Office, in the cou ~e of his visit to Cairo, would
speak to the President on much nhe same lines as those agreed
for the Australian Ambassador.
Political events, however, had
prevented him from seeing the 1esident, although he had seen
the Prime jinister and had spo
to him on a number of matters.
The Commission had not yet he
from the Foreign Office
whether the question of the Co ission celneteries was among
them.
The CHA~~ observed that the Prime inister had since
omson had managed to speak to
changed, so that, even if l~.
s
impossible to say with what
the former Prime Minister, it
result.

Mr. WYNNE MASON said ther
officials present during the t
the point would have been taken
Mr. Thomson had been able to sp

would, of course, have been
ks with the Prime inister and
but he did not know whether
ak on the subject at all.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr. W nne
(b)

~ason

for his report.

Jerusalem "lIar Cemeter

The CHAIRMAN said he would again ask Mr. Wynne clason to
report the latest position.

Mr. WYNNE tASON said that t the last Meeting he had
reported on the Commission's pr posal for a group of Commonwealth gardeners trained by the Commission to go into the
cemetery under the aegis of the nited Nations to restore the
horticulture and to maintain it On the future.
This scheme
had run into difficulties becaus of its indefinite duration
and it now seemed likely that w k for a period of three to
six months, to repair Bomeof t
damage to structures and
generally to improve the appear ce of the cemetery, both
structurally and horticulturally was the most that might be
possible.
Discussions on that asis were still going on and
there the matter stood at the m ent.
In reply to a question by
said that the Commission had no
limited period.
The SECRETARY added that
Jerusalem during October.
The C!:iAIRiJAI said that thi
Mr. Wynne Mason for his report.
(c)

e CHAIRllAi'T, Mr. WYNNE MASON
yet got permission for even a
• Wynne Mason hoped to visit
visit might help and thanked

Roadside Direction Signs (pages 5 and 6)

The CHAIRMAN said that at the time of the last Meeting in
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June the possibility o~ using ~ibre-glass, instead o~
enamelled steel, ~or the new Roadside Direction Signs
S~~ple signs in both materials
under investigation.
been received and he would ask the Deputy Director o~
display them.

vitreoushad been
had now
Works to

Mr. LLOYD pointed out which o~ the two Roadside Direction
Signs which were displayed was the ~ibre-glass sample and which
was vitreous-enamel.
He said the ~ibre-glass sign was quite
light and would be less costly to maintain.
The ~'een pigment
went right through and the white colour was very deep; any
damage would be in the nature o~ dents rather than chips.
The
vitreous-enamel, on the other hand, was only skin-deep and
damage could cause chips and then possible rusting.
The CHAIRMAN said he thought embers would agree that the
sign, which was produced by the English Electric
Company in a new ~actory at Blackpool, was equal in appearance
to the vitreous-enamelled sign.
On the evidence of signs o~
various materials in use by Blackpool Corporation it appeared
tp be superior in durability to other materials and it was
about 18 per cent cheaper.
Owing to the special economy
measures, to which he would be re~erring later, the start o~
the programme ~or new Roadside Direction Signs had been de~erred
~or six months but it was proposed to obtain a tender ~or the
supply o:f ~ibre-glass signs in ti,ne ~or submission to the
Finance Committee in I~arch, 1966.
~ibre-glass

(d)

CorDore.tion Bill

The CHAIRMM~ said it had, in ~act, become necessary ~or a
Petition to be deposited on the Commission's behal~ but
negotiations with the Corporation had been concluded in time
to avoid the necessity ~or the Commission to be represented
be~ore the House o~ Lords Committee.
Agreed provisions ~or
the protection o~ the Commission's interests had been inserted
in the Bill, which had now become the Manchester Corporation
Act, 1965.

(e) Vice-Chairman's Visit to West
Se tember

a-e 1

A~ica

6th - 2 th

The CHAIRi,{ji.N said that in the last item o:f "Other
Business", on page 17, he had mentioned that he would be
visiting The Gambia, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria and The Sudan
with Colonel Gri~~in :from 6th to 24th September and he would
like to say one or two words about the tour.
In West P~rica
the Commission was responsible ~or 2,280 war graves and
memorials containing the names o:f 6,352; these were largely
West A:fricans but nearly all the Commonwealth countries were
represented.
In other parts o~ the world, the Commission also
looked after 1,190 graves o~ West A~ricans and just over 2,000
were commemorated on memorials, chie:fly in Burma, Pakistan,
India and East Africa.
Arrangements ~or the supervision o~ the Commission's work
varied ~rom country to country; in The Gambia, the Department
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-7of Agriculture was responsible; in Sierra Leone and Nigeria,
the - inistries of Defence; whilst in Ghana it was the Ministry
of Health, although the Ministry of Parks and Gardens actually
did the work; in The Sudan, the British Embassy made the
arrangements.
They'had called on ministers and officials in
each country, all of whom had shown a proper interest in th~
work of the Co~mission and were prepared to help.
They had
also called on the Commonwealth High Commissioners in West Africa.
The cemeteries and memorials were, by and large, in very
good order and far better ,naintained than he had expected.
There were a few where there were problems which he thought
could now be settled.
.s an example: the material for the
Memorial at Kaduna in the Northern Region of Nigeria had been
lying in a derelict cemetery for some years and now a good site
at the entrance to the Military Cemetery had been found.
The
Deputy High Commissioner and the Army representatives at Kaduna
had all agreed that the site, which was on the short approach
road to the Military Cemetery, where the Commission already
maintained war graves and which was used by the Nigerian Army
for post-war burials, was by far the best that could be found.
If the Commission wished to secure this site, they must take
action without delay to inquire about its olvnership and
availability.
He would therefore be grateful if the Commission
would give their approval in principle so that action could be
taken.
(Members indicated their agreement.)
The CHAIR/iAN said that Colonel Griffin had been pleased
with the progress that had been made since his last visit to
West Africa early in 1964.
Postings and sickness in the Area
staff at Tunis, responsible for North and West hfrica, had
prevented normal supervisory visits during the last eighteen
months but the Regional Director was now in a position to
ensure that the outstanding work was properly undertaken and
that technical assistance was provided.
REPORT OF THE 522ND i.IETtTING OF THE FIN

CE

COi.iMITT~

The CHAIRMAN said that tem 2 was the Report of the 522nd
Meeting of the Finance Commi tee.
The Report of the meeting,
which had taken place on the revious day, had been placed on
the table.
There were one 0 two items to which he would like
to draw attention.
Item 1 dealt with
year ended 31st March,
members of the Finance Commit
appended.
The Accounts were
adoption at Item 3 of the Ag

ounts of the Commission for the
hich had been signed by two
ee and the Auditor's certificates
,submitted to the Conmission for
da.

Item 2 reco~ended the
Maintenance Staff of seven
formalities had been complet

pointment to the Permanent
of the staff for whom all

Item 5 recommended the
at Mazargues Cemetery ~tens
contained 1,558 burials, the
the fabric and repairs to the

penditure of £1,628 on maintenance
n, near Marseilles, which
ain item being the cleaning of all
surrounding protective fence.

•
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Item 7 covered an excess expenditure o~ £2,034 over the
amount o~ £20,945 previously uthorised in 1961 on the
construction o~ Ambon War Cem tery and the Ambon Memorial in
Indonesia.
The excess was d
mainly to the very high cost
o~ transportation o~ all the
ores ~rom Australia to Ambon
via Djakarta and their o~~-lo ing in Ambon.
The position at
Ambon itsel~ was still as he
d reported at the last Meeting;
stores, materials and equipme
were on site, but there was
little prospect o~ an early r sumption o~ construction.
The
losses, which had proved to b less than had been ~eared, had
amounted to under £3,000 in va ue, o~ which over £2,000 had
been recovered ~rom insurance.
Everything possible had been
done to sa~eguard the stores i the meantime but it was
impossible to ~orecast what mi 'ht be ~ound when the Commission's
representatives could get to
bon again and the interruption
o~ construction would inevitab y result in increased expenditure.
Item 8 covered increases
based manual sta~~.
The incr
of negotiation with the Union
increases in the pay o~ employ
United Kingdom, with which the

n rates o~ pay o~ United Kingdom
ases, which had been the subject
oncerned, related to comparable
es o~ local authorities in the
Commission's rates were linked.

d considered a Report on Special
At Item 9 the Committee
Economy Measures which had bee adopted ~ollowine the United
Kingdom Chancellor o~ the Exc quer's statement in the'House o~
Commons on 27th July that imm diote steps were being taken to
A copy o~ the paper submitted
reduce Government expenditure
The
to the Finance Committee was ttached to their report.
measures which had been adopt d by the United Kingdom Government
included the de~erment ~or si months o~ capital expenditure
projects and purchases o~ sto es and equipment, the review o~
establishments o~ st~~ and s ecial steps to economise in all
overseas expenditure.
Uost ~ the Commission's expenditure,
which was kept under review t ensure that work was undertaken
as e~~iciently and economical y as possible, was on day to day
horticultural and structural aintenance and there was now
They had ~elt it right, however,
little capital expenditure.
to take steps to apply simila measures to those which had been
adopted by the United Kingdom Government, particularly bearing
in mind that so much of the C mmission's expenditure was
incurred outside Commonwealth countries.
Certain projects
and purchases o~ stores were eing de~erred, sta~~ vacancies
were only being ~illed where mmediately necessary and
particular tasks involving ov rseas expenditure, such as
touring abroad, were being de erred wherever possible.
It
was expected that about £100, 00 in the Commission's estimated
expenditure o~ just over £2,0 0,000 would be saved in the
current year (1965/66) and, i the preparation o~ estimates
for next year (1966/67), e~~o ts' would be made to keep the
ark based on existing prices.
~igure within the £2,000,000
Colonel CHtJmERS asked i ' he was to understand ~rom the
last remark about the prepar ion o~ estimates ~or next year
that the measures would cont'nue beyond six months.
In reply, the SECRETARY said that the initial request
from the United Kingdom Gove ~~ent had been to see 1~ the

-9Commission could effect
y economies by adopting similar
measures to theirs.
On he analogy of what the Uni ted Kingdom
Government had done with heir own Departments, the Commission
had examined projects, p ticularly those of a quasi-capital .
nature, and where possib
had postponed them for six months.
The policy of the United ingdom Government at the present ti~e
was to carry forward tho
postponements so that each project:
that came up had its sta ing date deferred for six months.
They had not said how 10
it would continue but they had
indicated that next year 1as the critical year and that it
would be of help to them of particular care were taken in the
drafting of next year's
tiClates.
Colonel mw. BERS sa
Roadside Direction Signs
these proposals would no

that he was concerned about the
d whether, in a practical sense,
be held back for six months.

The SECRETA..-qy said
Roadside Direction Signs
erection of the signs wa
fact, be completed withi
of expenditure, namely t
been deferred for six mo

was not really so in the case of
the original programme for the
a four-year one and it would, in
four years even though the main item
initial supply of the signs, had
ha.

Colonel CHklBERS ob rved that the Commission were really
putting off buying for si months but would otherwise carry on
in the normal way.
The SECRETARY agreed that this was so and added that
normal maintenance would ontinue without interruption and
staff whose salaries and ages would have to be paid, anyway,
would be kept fully occup ed.
All work of importance would
be carried out although s e projects would be put back for
six months.
A few items, such as periodic tours, might not
be replaced in the program
In reply to Colonel C
BERS; the CHAIR~ffiN confirmed that
vacancies which occurred d ing the period would be left
unfilled unless it was con °dered urgent to appoint a replacement.
Items 11 and 12 dealt, respectively, with the Accounts o~
the Endowment-Fund and of t e 1952 Superannuation Scheme.
Copies had been sent to all embers.
The Accounts had been
signed at the meetings of t
respective Trustees, when the
Auditors had appended their ertificates.
The Accounts would
now be printed as appendices to the Annual Report, together
with the Commission's Accoun s.
It was proposed by Colonel CHkiBERS, seconded by Air Chief
larshal Sir ARTHUR LONGtIORE and carried unani ously:
2.
That the Report of the 522nd -eeting of
the Finance Committee be adopted.
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46TH

ill~ruAL

REPORT. AND ACCOUNTS OF THE COMMISSION

The CHAIRMAN said that the next Paper, Item 3, submitted
the 46th Annual Report and Accounts of' the Commission.
The
draf't of' the Report had been circulated and he would like to
thank Members f'or the trouble they had taken in reading it and
the suggestions they had made, all of which had been helpful
and most of' which would be reflected in the printed text.
He
invited Mr. Pallot to explain the Accounts.
Mr. PALLOT said that the Accounts f'or 1964/65 were in the
usual form consisting of a Summary of Receipts and Payments and
a Statement of' Expenditure.
As in the case of the previous
year, there was only one Statement of Expenditure combining the
accounts for both the 1914-1918 War and the 1939-1945 War.
Firstly, looking at the Statement of Expenditure, Members would
see that the total expenditure for the year, at £1,952,590, was
nearly £70,000 more than in the previous year 1963/64.
Had it
not been for the special receipt f~om the sale of Wooburn House,
the actual increase in expenditure would have been of the order
of £100,000, i.e. about f'ive per cent.
The main head of'
expenditure was on staff, whose salaries and wages had increased
during the year by about seven per cent, which was slightly more
than in previous years.
This upward trend was related to the
increase in prices throughout the world and might be expected to
apply generally to the cost of normal care and maintenance from
year to year.
If', however, any special task involving a lot
of expenditure arose, such as the rehabilitation of' Jerusalem
War Cemetery, to which Mr. Wynne Mason had referred earlier in
the Meeting, this would cause an exceptional increase in
expenditure and would alter the picture; similarly, any special
savings which mi~ht arise, for example from the economy measures
now being taken, would alter the picture in the opposite way.
The Summary of Receipts and Payments covered two
categories of' expenditure: firstly, expenditure on the
Commission's own work (called "General Purposes" in the Summary)
and, secondly, expenditure on the Special and Agency Services
carried out on behalf' of' the Participating Governments and
other Governments and authorities.
With regard to the
Commission's receipts and expenditure on General Purposes, the
Commission had received Within the year all grants f'rom the
Participating Governments for that year and those, together
With the income from the Endovment Fund and the balance brought
forward from the previous year, totalled £1,987,125 against
which there had been an expenditure of £1,952,590, which had
lef't, at the end of the year, a balance of £34,535 to be
carried forward for General PurP9SeS.
That balance was
actually £10,000 more than haa been expected when the current
year's Estimates were prepared, and there would thus be an
additional £10,000 available to f'und expenditure for the
current year in addition to grants from Participating
Governments and Endowment Fund income.
For Special and Agency Purposes the total receipts were
£225,669, of' which £5,549 was the recovery of the balance
outstanding at the end of the previous year, so that the total
income f'or the year was £220,120 against an expenditure of
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£210,309, leaving a balance in hand at the end of the financial
year of £9,811.
Amongst the items of special work the
Commission had carried out on an agency basis during the year
there had been two of particular interest: one was the
construction, on behalf of the Governments concerned, of the
Commonwealth Section of the United Nations Cemetery at Pusan
in Korea,and the other the construction, on behalf of the
Japanese Government, of the Japanese War Cemetery at Cowra in
Australia.
The Accounts also showed the working balance of £100,000
which had been provided by the Participating Governments and
was carried forward from year to year.
These were, of course, the Commission's overall Accounts
which would be presented to the Participating Governments in
the usual way at the time of the submission of the Estimates in
December, together with their individual accounts based on the
conjoint percentages.
The CHAIR.1AN thanked i!r. Pallot for his explanation and
asked if there were any questions on the Accounts, which he
said would be published early in November in the Annual Report,
copies of which would be sent to all Members.
It was proposed by Sir ARTHUR RUCKER, seconded by Mr. BOYLE
and carried unanimously:
3.
That the Commission, having considered a
Paper No. CM.ll/15, dated 13th September, 1965,
RESOLVE:
That the Report and Statement of Accounts
of the Commission for the year ended
31st March, 1965, be and are hereby adopted.

COMMOr"VEALTH-FOllEIGN JOINT COMMITTEES:

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS

The CHAIRMAN said that the next Paper, Item 4, was a formal
Paper Which dealt with appointments to the Commonwealth-GermanFrench and Commonwealth-Danish Joint Committees.
It was proposed by Mr. TEi PLETON, seconded by Air Marshal
Sir CHARLES GUEST and carried unanimously:

4.

That the Commission, having considered a
Paper No. CM 13/14/2, dated 7th September, 1965,
RESOLVE:
That the following be and are hereby appointed
Members of the Commonwealth-Foreign Joint
Committees as set out hereunder:
COMMOI~{EALTH-GER1!AN-FRID~CHJOINT COMMITTEE
German Honorary Member
His Excellency Herr Herbert Blankenhorn
(German
Ambassador in London)
..
COMMONWEALTH-Dk'nSH JOINT COMMITTEE
Commonwealth Member
Mr. T.J. Arcand
(First Secretary, Canadian Embassy, Copenhagen)
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MJ>RKING AND dAINTENANCE OF COMJONWEALTH WAR GRAVES IN THE
UNITED KINGDOM - GRAVES NOT WITHIN THE COMMISSION'S CONTROL
The CHAIRMAN said that the next Paper, Item 5, was
concerned with the marking and maintenance of Commonwealth war
graves in the United Kingdom and, in particular, with the
question of the large number of scattered war burials in private
or family graves over which the Commission really had no control.
The Commission had already approved at earlier Meetings
the classification as "not within the Commission's control" of
trree Lists comprising a total of 1,126 war graves.
The List now submitted, which was summarised in the
Appendix attached to the Paper, of which copies had been laid
on the table, consisted of 411 graves.
All the graves were
privately owned and marked by private memorials only, none
having Commission headstones.
In some cases the private
memorial bore no reference to the war burial, whilst in others
a Commission headstone had been removed and the private
memorial erected in its place commemorating other members of
the family.
-Some of these family memorials bore up to eleven
additional commemorations.
In other cases several grave spaces
were enclosed together by a kerb, rail or hedge, as a family
allotment; in one of these as many as eight grave spaces were
involved.
The Commission were asked to approve the classification as
"not within the Commission's control" of the 411 graves in the
List now submitted, so that they could be deleted from the
inspection lists.
It was proposed by General Sir JOHN ANDERSON, seconded by
Mr. PRELLER and carried unanimously:

5.
That the Commission, having considered a Paper
No. CM 173/1, CM 173, dated 13th September, 1965,
RESOLVE:
That the classification as not within the
Commission's control of the 411 war graves
enumerated in List No. 4 of war graves in
the United Kingdom recommended for
classification as "not within the
COIIlJllission's control", submitted by the
Secretary and signed by him on each page
for identification, be and is hereby approved.

UNMAINTAINABLE GRAVES. mUTED KINGDOM:
CHURCH CEMETERY. LINCOLNSHIRE

BILLINGHAY (ST. MICHAEL)

The CHAIRMAN said that the next Paper, Item 6, was about
three unmaintainable graves of the 1914-1918 War in Billinghay
(St. Michael) Church Cemetery, Lincolnshire, one marked by a
Commission headstone and two by private memorials.
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The cemetery was in an abandoned state and the Parish
Council had obtained a Faculty to remove memorials from the
gr-aves and to level and gr-ass the site.
It was therefore proposed to commemorate the three war
burials by a memorial to be erected in the small 1939-1945 War
Graves Plot in Coningsby Cemetery, about five miles away, which
was well maintained by the local authority.
The three burials in Billinghay (St. Michael) Church
Cemetery were protected under the terms of a Faculty of 14th
June, 1965, and security of tenure in respect of the site of
the proposed memorial at Coningsby was being obtained.
If the next-of-kin could be traced, they would be informed
of the position.
It was proposed by Lieutenant-Colonel JOSHUA, seconded by
Sir ROBERT BLACK and carried unanimously:
6.
That the Commission, having considered a
Paper No. CM 43/1, RA 16548, RA 17307, dated
13th September, 1965,
RESOLVE:
That the prcposals contained in the said
Paper for the commemoration of three
Commonwealth war burials in Billinghay
(St. Michael) Church Cemetery, on a
memorial to be erected adjacent to the
Plot of 1939-1945 War graves in
Coningsby Cemetery, Lincolnshire, be and
are hereby approved.

THE RANGOON MEMORIAL:
BURMA FORCES

COM11EMORATION OF MEliIBERS OF THE

The CHAIRMnN said that Item 7 was about the commemoration
on the Rangoon Memorial of an additional 482 officers and men
of the Burma Forces, who had lost their lives during the 19391945 War and had no knovm grave.
When the Rangoon Memorial had been constructed in 1957
the Burmese Government had been unable to supply the Commission
with a comprehensive list of all the members of the Burma
Forces who had lost their lives in the 1939-1945 War and had no
known grave.
In consequence, only fifty-three casualties then
recorded had been commemorated by name on the Memorial, the
remainder being referred to on a special panel naming the units
to which they had belonged.
In December, 1964, the Burmese Government had at last been
able to supply the Commission with an official list of these
casualties and at the same time they had confirmed that they
wished the names to be inscribed on the Memorial.
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The number of additional names of the Burma Forces to be
inscribed was 482 and it was proposed that they should be
borne on new bronze panels to be fixed to the Memorial.
It was proposed by Air Chief Marshal Sir P~THUR LONGMORE,
seconded by Mr. TE1PLETON and carried unanimously:
7.
That the Commission, having considered a
Paper No. 1'./52/7/16, CM 13/5G, dated lOth
September, 1965,
RESOLVE:
That the commemoration of an additional
482 officers and men of the Burma Forces,
who lost their lives during the 1939-1945
War and have no known grave, by the
inscription of their names on new bronze
panels to be fixed to the Rangoon Memorial,
as described in the said Paper, be and is
hereby approved.

AGIRA CANADIAN 'flAT{ C&,ETERY, SICILY
The CHAIR!!AN said that the next Paper, Item 8, was about
Agira Canadian War Cemetery, Sicily.
This war cemetery, which
contained 490 Canadian graves of the 1939-1945 War, was
constructed in 1953, the main feature of the design being the
approach up the hillside to the Cross of Sacrifice, flanked by
bastions and flower boxes originally designed to carry cascading
water.
In 1956, serious settlement cracks had appeared, which
had been under observation ever since.
(Here sketches were
exhibited. )

-

In 1959, catchwater drains had been constructed as the
first stage in dealing with the settlement cracks, with the
intention that repairs to the structures would follow as a
second stage when the settlement had stabilised.
Unfortunately,
both settlement and horizontal movement of the structures had
continued, although in recent years the movement had been less.
This was technically a most difficult problem, in
considering which the Director of Works had had the advice of
both Mr. Morgan, the Commission's Honorary Consulting Engineer,
and Sir Edward Maufe, the Commission's Honorary Chief Architect
and Artistic Adviser.
Three alternative courses, as described
in the Paper, had been considered.
The first was Virtually to
scrap the main feature of the design, at a cost estimated at
£3,760.
The second was to retain the feature, support it on
some form of piling and carry out complete repairs; this, it
was thought, would be difficult and prohibitively costly. The
third course and the one recommended by the Director of Works,
with the support of Sir Edward Maufe and Mr. Morgan, was to
retain the feature substantially in its present condition but
to repair the damage to the extent necessary to conceal the
cracks and differences in level, leaving the foundations

,

-15unaltered.
This would cost about £1,475 and they thought
there was every chance that it would last ror some year~ to
come, with only minor repairs rrom time to time.
It was
estimated that, even ir the proposed course were only
temporarily successrul and the whole reature eventually had
to be removed, all but £650 or the expenditure now proposed
would contribute towards the ultimate cost.
The CHAIRMAN said he would ask Mr. Lloyd to explain the
drawings and then invite Sir Edward Maure and Mr. Morgan to
comment on the proposals.
Mr. LLOYD indicated the main reatures or the design and,
in answer to a question by the CHAIRMAN, pointed out the
diagonal catchwater drains taking water to the perimeter or
the cemetery.
He explained that the proposals were to
eliminate the cracks in the structures, readjust the stonework,
remove the existing water spouts, convert the circular reatures
into rlower boxes and relay the paving on the terraces; otherwise the design would remain virtually as shown in the sketch.
Sir EDWARD U.UFE said that it was without doubt, to his
mind, one or the best or Louis de Soissons's many lovely
designs and it would be a great pity ir its character were to
be lost.
Although the design was intended ror water this
would have to be rorgone, but he thought little would be lost
provided it were to be treated horticulturally.
In answer to a question by Colonel CH1~ERS as to whether
the movement was due to heavy rains rrom time to time,
Mr. MORGAl, said that it was not just surrace movement but
deeper than that.
There were a series or curved slips in the
hill itselr which were aggravated by any increase in the volume
or water permeating the hillside.
The problem was to prevent
the enormous weight or soil rrom sliding round the series or
curves and the rirst step was to divert the surrace water, thus
stopping it getting into the ground and lUbricating these slip
lanes.
It was quite a well-known phenomenon in civil engineering and one or the most dirricult to deal with.
To be quite
certain that one had put it right, one would have to rind out
how deep the slips were and undertake a very heavy buttressing
operation, which was a complicated business.
Work or that
nature required skilled labour which in such a remote place
would be very dirricult to recruit and organise.
It would be
likely to be a very costly operation.
The

~rlAIRMAN

thanked Mr. Morgan ror his remarks.

Colonel CHAMBERS asked about the present drainage and how
the surrace water was got away during heavy rains.
In reply, Mr. LLOYD pointed out on the sketch the diagonal
drains leading away rrom the main reature to the perimeter or
the cemetery.
The CHAIR1~, in thanking,Sir Edward Maure ror 'his previous
comments, asked ir he thought that the repairs whi9h had been
proposed would blend in well ir done successrully, to which
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Sir

ED\ul~D

MAUFE replied that he did.

Colonel CHi 'BERS said that it seemed to be the only
solution at the present time.
It was proposed by Colonel CHk~BERS, seconded by Colonel
Sir RICHARD GLYN and carried unanimously:
8.
That the Commission, having considered a
Paper No. W. 97/37, dated 23rd August, 1965,
RESOLVE:
That the proposals to retain, so rar as
possible, and repair the structures at
Agira Canadian Var Cemetery, Sicily, as
described in the said Paper, be and are
hereby approved.

The CHAIRWU~ said that the next Paper, Item 9, was about
Khanaqin War Cemetery, Iraq, which contained 107 Commonwealth
and 438 Polish graves or the 1939-1945 War.
It lay close to
the rrontier between Iran and Iraq, in an area adjoining a
compound or the Khanaqin Oil Company, now owned by the Government
or Iraq.
Access to the area had been dirricult in recent years
and it had never proved possible to complete the construction or
the cemetery, although a sketch design had been approved by the
Commission in 1956.
The site had been levelled and the headstones erected in 1958 but the headstones had deteriorated
badly and many needed to be replaced.
Horticulture had been
virtually impossible and, when the Director or Works had been
able to visit the cemetery in 1964, it was totally neglected in
appearance, with many grave sinkages and broken-dovm rences and
the water pipe-line had been tampered with.
The area was
patrolled by military and police pickets and it had proved
impossible to engage a competent gardener or caretaker.
In these circumstances, it would be qUite impractical to
attempt to construct and maintain the cemetery in the normal
way.
It was, thererore, proposed to remove all the headstones,
erect a simple rough-hevm stone monument recording the number
or burials and where they were individually commemorated and
make good the rence.
A memorial bearing their names would be
erected near the 1939-1945 War graves in Baghdad (North Gate)
War Cemetery, which was beautirully maintained, and the cemetery
at IG1anaqin would be kept reasonably tidy by occasional mOWing.
The cost or the proposals was estimated at about £2,750.
It was estimated that, ir it had been possible to complete
construction at Khanaqin War Cemetery, the cost would have been
about £8,000, in addition to £1,911 already spent there.
The CH1uRMN~ invited Mr. Lloyd to illustrate the proposals
on the dr aWings •

I

-
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Mr. LLOYD referred to the outline drawing of Khanaqin
Cemetery and indicated where it was proposed to erect the
monolithic stone monument.
He then indicated on a drawing of
Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery the position on which it was
proposed to erect the memorial bearing the names.
The CHl.IRMAN said the proposal, with which he understood
Sir Edward Maufe agreed, seemed a very sound one.
It was proposed by ~ir Chief ~arshal Sir bRTHUR LONGMORE,
seconded by Mr. TEMPLETON and carried unanimously:
9.
That the Commission, having considered a
Paper No. RA 41214, W.97/494, dated 23rd August,
1965,
RESOLVE:
That the proposals contained in the said
Paper for the erection of a simple memorial
in Khanaqin War Cemetery in place of the
existing headstones marking the graves and
for the commemoration of the war burials
by name on a memorial to be erected in
Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery be and
are hereby approved.

STONE Q}' REMEr.IBRANCE IN JJJSTRJu.IA SYDNEY Wh-~ C~jETERY - MODIFICATIONS TO DESIGN
The CHAImiAN said that the next Paper, Item 10, proposed
the erection of a Stone of Remembrance in Sydney War Cemetery,
Australia.
In 1951, the Commission had decided, as there was no example
of the Stone of Remembrance in fiustralia, to offer to erect one
at the Australian National War Memorial in Canberra.
The Board
of Management of the Memorial had had some difficulty in finding
a suitable site at the Memorial and the proposal had been held
in abeyance for a number of years until finally it had been
decided in 1963 that no suitable site could be found.
There
was thus still no example of the Stone of Remembrance in
J..ustralia.
However, a Stone of Remembrance was in store at Sydney War
Cemetery which had been originally fabricated for l~bon War
Cemetery, Indonesia, but which could not be erected there
because, apart from the political difficulties which were
delaying construction of the cemetery, there were no facilities
for the transportation of this large and heavy monolithic Stone
to the cemetery site.
This Stone·could therefore be
in ~ustralia and it was considered
which contained 734 burials of the
750 men who had no known grave and

made available for erection
that Sydney War Cemetery,
1939-1945 War, a Memorial to
another to 199 whose remains
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had been cremated, would be a particularly suitable site.
The
design included an entrance reature with three arches, with
wide paths or red grit between concrete kerbs, leading to a
Cross or Sacririce on a raised circular podium.
A suitable
position ror the Stone or Remembrance could be round on this
main axis or approach rrom the entrance reature to the Cross or
Sacririce and it was proposed that it should be erected there.
At the same time it was proposed to remove all the paths and
kerbs within the cemetery and replace them with grass lawns, so
that there ',ould be a continuous expanse or grass which would give
a greater impression or spaciousness and provide an excellent
setting ror the Cross or Sacririce and the Stone or Remembrance.
It was also proposed to make minor modirications to the drainage
or the Memorial Shelter and to provide copings instead or the
existing rlower troughs on the dwarr brick wall surrounding the
Cross reature.
The preliminary estimate or cost ror the
proposed modirications was £835, which was made up as shown in
the Paper.
The CHAIR~~T invited Mr. Lloyd to illustrate the proposals
on the drawing.
Mr. LLOYD rererred to the sketch plan and pointed out the
paths, kerbs and ~lower borders which were to be taken away and
replaced by turr.
He indicated the main axis on which the
Stone or Remembrance would be erected and the rlower troughs
which were to be replaced by copings.
The CHAIRM1u~ said that Sir Edward ~aure, the P~tistic
Adviser, had expressed his agreement with the proposals and he
asked him ir he had any rurther comment.
Sir EDWARD ~iAUFE said that it was very clear rrom the
photographs how great an improvement the modirications would
make.
At the moment the main axis or approach was cluttered
up and this ~implicity in design would be a very great
improvement.
It was proposed by Mr. BOYLE, seconded by Sir ARTHUR RUCKER
and carried unanimously:
10. That the Commission, having considered a
Paper No. CM 27/1, W.97/62, dated 25th August,
1965,
RESOLVE:
That the proposed modirications to the
design or Sydney War Cemetery, Australia,
in accordance with Drawing No. AUS/SYD/4,
to incorporate a Stone of Remembrance, be
and are hereby approved.

EXECUTION OF

DOCUil~TS

BY THE

CO~

ISSION OR ON ITS BEHALF

The CHAIRMAN said that the next Paper, Item 11, stemmed
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rrom the Resolutions passed by the Commission at their March,
1963, Meeting, and a schedule was submitted, as at 30th
September, or documents executed since the last Meeting on
lOth June.
Members were asked to approve and conrirm the
action taken ror the execution or these documents by the
Commission or on its behalr.
Members would note that Serial
175 was the Petition in connection with the Manchester
Corporation Bill which he had mentioned earlier.
It was proposed by Air Marshal Sir CHARLES GUEST,
seconded by Lieutenant-Colonel JOSHUA and carried unanimously:
11. That the Commission, having considered a
Paper No. CM.210/4/l/LC, dated 20th September,
1965,
RESOLVE:
That the action taken ror the execution
by the Commission or on its behalr or the
documents rererred to in the Schedule,
now laid berore the Meeting and signed ror
identirication by the Commission's Legal
Adviser and Solicitor, be and is hereby
approved and conrirmed.

VILLANOVA CANADIAN. SANGRO RIVER AND MELDOLA WAR CEMETERIES.
ITALY
The CHJ~IRMAN said that the next Paper, Item 12, was about
proposed modirications to the designs or Villanova Canadian,
Sangro River and Meldola War Cemeteries, Italy.
In December,
1962, a special Committee had been set up by the DirectorGeneral to examine the layout, boundaries, starring and
e~uipment or war cemeteries in Italy and to make recommendations in the interests or erriciency and economy.
As a result or the Committee's report, modirications were
proposed to the designs or a number or war cemeteries, one or
Which, Salerno War Cemetery, the Commission had approved at
their 479th Meeting in June.
They were now asked to approve
modirications proposed to the designs or three rurther war
cemeteries as set out in the Paper and he would ask Mr. Lloyd
to point out the proposals on the drawings, as he described
them to Members.
Firstly: Villanova Canadian War Cemetery, which contained
211 burials.
Here it was proposed to reduce the area to be
maintained by planting a new hedge with temporary rencing some
two metres inside the line or the present hedge and rence on
three sides or the cemetery, removing the eXisting hedge and
rence.
Six Sophora trees at the rear or the cemetery would
also be moved inwards and alternate poplars along the rrontage
or the cemetery would be removed.
Bourne stones would be
provided to mark the boundaries or the land ac~uired ror the
purposes or the cemetery but the land outside the new hedge

-

--

-

-
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would be cultivated by the neighbouring farmer.
cost of these proposals was £415.

The estimated

Mr. LLOYD indicated the proposals on the drawing and said
that the new reduceo boundary for maintenance, as shown by a
red line, would have the effect of reducing the total area for
maintenance by 21 per cent.
Colonel CHAMBERS asked whether the Commission retained
ownership of the strip of land outside the new hedge.
The SECRETARY said that the Italian Government actually
owned the land but had made it available to the Commission and
this would still be the case.
The CHAIRMAN said that the bourne stones marked the actual
limits of the land as a protection against encroachment and the
SECRETARY confirmed that their purpose was to establish and
maintain the true acquisition boundary, which was subject to
periodical checking.
In reply to a question by Sir ROBERT BUCK, the SECRETARY
said it was not intended that the farmer should pay rent for
the strip of land.
The position had been and would be further
discussed with the Italian Government, who owned the land.
Colonel CHAMBERS said that it really ~uounted to the
Commission giving up some land which they did not really need
and letting the local farmer have the benefit of it.
The SECRETARY said it was not proposed that any land
should be handed back, as it might one day be needed for the
protection of the amenities of the cemetery; it was merely a
case of shedding the maintenance liability.
The CHAIRMAN said that it was purely a labour-saving
project.
He continued:- Secondly: Sangro River War Cemetery,
which contained 2,618 burials.
Here it was proposed that the
paved path with brick curbing running up the centre of the
cemetery should be removed and replaced by turf; that lengths
of hedge flanking the path and behind the two seats on the
terrace containing the Stone of Remembrance should also be
removed; that two small blocks of hedge should be replaced by
prostrate planting and certain trees moved to new positions.
Some modifications had already been made in the planting of
the shrub borders (these were indicated) and the estimated
cost of these proposals was £210.
It was not a very big job
but it would make a very big difference to the cost of
maintenance.
Thirdly: Meldola War Cemetery, which had 145 burials.
Here it was proposed to reduce the area to be maintained by
planting a new thorn hedge, with a low fence to protect it in
its early stages, on a line some distance inside the present
fence and hedge on three sides of the cellletery.
The old
fence and hedge would be removed on these sides, as also would

-
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a number of trees between the old and new hedge lines.
Bourne
stones would be provided to mark the acquisition boundaries but
the land outside the new hedge line would be cultivated by the
neighbouring farmer.
A pair of Maple trees would be planted
to replace the flowering Crabs flanking the gardener's store.
The estimated cost of these proposals was £175.
In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN, Mr. LLOYD said the
percentage reduction of the area for maintenance would be
19 per cent.
Sir ARTHL~ RUCKER asked if all the trees between the old
and new boundaries would be removed.
In reply, Mr. HARDING, the Chief Horticultural Officer,
said that the trees, which had not prospered were, in fact,
very poor indeed and did not produce anything like the effect
which the picture suggested.
In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN whether it was
intended ultimately to plant something else in their place, or
only these two Maples, Mr. HhRDING confirmed only the two
Ilaples.
It was proposed by Mr. PRELLER, seconded by General Sir
JOHN ANDERSON and carried unanimously:
12. That the Commission, having considered a
Paper No. MW.122/l6, MW.122/17, dated 22nd
September, 1965,
R~SOLVE:

That the proposed modifications to the
designs of Villanova Canadian, Sangro
River and Meldola War Cemeteries, Italy,
as. described in the said Paper, be and
are hereby approved.

UNMAINTAINABLE GRAVES - KENYA
THE MOLO MILITARY GRAVE
The CHAIRMAN said that Item 13 was about an unmaintainable
grave of the 1914-1918 War in Kenya - the Molo Military Grave.
When arrangements had been made following the 1914-1918
War to bring isolated graves into Commission cemeteries or
plots for permanent marking and maintenance, this grave had
been left in situ at the wish of the relatives, who had marked
it With a private memorial and had enclosed an area of some
8 yards square by a rubble wall surmounted by barbed wire.
Recent inspections had revealed that the private memorial
over the grave and the wall around it were in an advanced
state of deterioration and the area was covered with undergrowth;
with the passage of time it would become completely overgrown
and lost.
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The surviving relatives, one of whom resided at Nakuru,
had been consulted and had expressed the wish to have the
remains left undisturbed, though they would welcome the
erection of a memorial headstone in the nearest Commission
cemetery or plot.
It was therefore recommended that the casualty be
commemorated on a memorial headstone with a suitable
explanatory inscription, to be erected in the 1939-1945 War
Graves Plot in Nakuru European Cemetery and that the Commission
accept no further responsibility for the maintenance of the
isolated grave.
Certain formalities for security of tenure
of the graves in this plot had already been concluded, .and no
difficulty was expected in regard to similar arrangements for
the memorial headstone.
It was proposed by Sir ROBERT BLACK, seconded by Colonel
Sir RICHARD GLYN and carried unanimously:
13. That the Commission, having considered a
Paper No. etI 1/25, RA 37781, dated 23rd
September, 1965,
RESOLVE:
That the arrangements set out in the said
Paper for the commemoration of Lieutenant
J. Hill-Williams be and are hereby approved.

REPORTS FRQM UNITED KINGDOM, NORTHERN, SOUTHERN AND EASTERN
REGI0rJ"lh C!iHADIAi\l hGENCY AND ANZAC AGENCY FOR THE Pf...CIFIC
REGION FO~ THE QU&~TER ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1965
The CHAIR1!AN said that Item 14 was the Quarterly Reports
from Regions and the Canadian and Anzac Agencies.
These reports gave as usual a very good idea of the work
going on in the Regions and Agencies and of the continuing
interest of the public shown in organised pilgrimages and
ceremonies and in private visits.
Under the heading of' "United Kingdom Region", in the
first paragraph on page 3, it was heartening to read of' the
large numbers of' visitors to the cemeteries and memorials in
the United Kingdom and of' their appreciative remarks in the
Visitors' Books.
The visit of The Queen and The Duke of' Edinburgh to Berlin
War Cemetery, mentioned under the heading of "Northern Region",
on pages 3 and 4, had already been fully reported.
Under the same heading, on page 6, the special "Dunkirk
Veterans'" pilgrimage, on the 25th anniversary of' the
evacuation, was of interest.
On page 7, under the heading of "Southern Region", Members
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would have noted that the Chairman of the Co~nission, the
Right Honourable Denis Healey, had visited Tobruk War Cemetery
on 17th June.
Lower dOlvn on the same page, it was reported
that, in Syria, the local authority had just laid a new tarmac
access road to Damascus Commonwealth War Cemetery where, not
long ago, the Commission had been seriously concerned about
their security of tenure, owing to municipal development.
Still under "Southern Region", on page 9, Members would have
seen that the visit of' the Anzac Pilgrimage to Gallipoli, fully
reported at the last Meeting, had been followed a month later
by a British Pilgrimage.
At the top of' the next page, page 10,
two v~eath-laying ceremonies at El Alamein War Cemetery were
mentioned - one by a party of Greeks and the other by a party
of Italians.
In the first paragraph under the heading of "Eastern
Region", on page 10, Members would have seen that the Regional
Director, Mr. Forster, and the Regional Horticultural Officer,
Ir. Hebden, had had an unfortunate motor accident on a wet road
in Ceylon and had been lucky to escape with only comparatively
minor injuries.
They had been most kindly assisted and treated
by the local people and, he was glad to say, were now fully
recovered.
Under the heading of "Canadian Agency", on page 12, it was
encouraging to read that the Canadian Government had provided
funds for the improvement of' Vetera~s' Plots in Canada, as
recommended by the Director-General after his visit in 1964.
In the first paragraph on page 13 and the third paragraph
on page 15, mention was made of the Duke of Gloucester's
participation in the Anzac Day ceremony at Canberra, the
National (}:'P.lmemoration Service, which had had its smaller
counte~'I'2.l-t;:, at cemeteries and memorials all over the world on
the 50th anniversary of the Gallipoli landings.
The CHAIRMiIN asked whether there were any points Members
would like to raise on the Quarterly Reports.
(There were
none. )
GENERAL NOTES
The CHAIR~~ said that the next Item, No. 15, consisted
of General Notes on recent and forthcoming events.
On the first page, under the heading "United Kingdom
Region", Members would have read of' the "Canada Day" ceremonies
at various places in the Region; these were annual events and
had, as usual, been well attended.
On page 2, under the heading "Northern Region", halfWay
down the first paragraph, another Canadian ceremony, which was
held at Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery in August, on the 23rd
anniversary of the Raid, was reported.
The CHAIRMiIN said that, in the next paragraph, Members
would have read that he had visited Kviberg Cemetery, Gothenburg,

•
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in August.
The Commission's plot there had a splendid
position at the top of the very well-kept cemetery and was
beautifully maintained.
He would like specially to mention
the British Vice-Consul, Mr. Becker (who was, in fact, a
Swede), 'who had been mainly responsible for obtaining this
fine site for the plot and who took such a great interest in it.
Under the heading "Southern Region", on page 2, in the
first paragraph, Members would have read of the visit to Bari
War Cemetery of one of the Commission's Members, the High
Commissioner for New Zealand, His Excellency the Honourable
Sir Thomas MacDonald, and Lady MacDonald, on 8th September.
Mr. Wynne Mason had received a very kind letter of appreciation
from Sir Thomas.
He asked Mr. Templeton whether he would care
to say anything about the visit.
In reply, Mr. TmAPLETON said that the High Commissioner
had asked him to say how impressed he had been by the layout
and the standard of maintenance of the cemetery.
The CHAIRMAN said that, in the next paragra~h, Members
would have read that General Sir John Anderson had visited
cemeteries in Malta, Tripoli, Benghazi and Cyprus in July
during a Mediterranean tour and perhaps Sir John would like to
say something about his visit.
General Sir JOHN ANDERSON said one thing he WOQld like to
say was that the general standard of the Commission's
cemeteries was so good that when one was found to be substandard it tended to stand out rather like a sore thumb.
In
this context he had reported to the Vice-Chairman and to the
Director-General of his disappointment at the condition of
Wayne's Keep Military Cemetery, Nicosia, Cyprus.
He knew that
conditions were difficult there and he thought the'local
gardener to be a nice man but that there was a certain lack of
co-ordination at this cemetery.
The SECRETA~Y said there was a long history of troQble
here which included lack of an adequate water SUPPlY and a
period dur ing which supervision had been extre,nely difficult
because of the political situation.
The Commission had taken
over the post-war military cemetery which adjoined the war
cemetery and were now trying to merge ,the two into one properly
maintained cemetery but there was still a good deal of uphill
work to be done in that direction.
'.
General Sir JOHN ANDERSON said that otherwise he thought
the cemeteries were excellent.
Benghazi was very good and
Tripoli outstanding and it just illustrated what could be done
in the way of creating lawns.
The SECRETARY said that if Sir John had visited Tripoli
about five years ago he would have found it in much the same
state as the Nicosia cemetery was in now.
There were three
things necessary in such places: the first was a good water
supply (which had not long existed at Tripoli and did not yet
exist at Nicosia); the second was a good gardener; and the
third was to be able to get there to supervise maintenance
(Which had not been continuously possible in the case of Cyprus).
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The CHAIRMAN said that Wayne's Keep was high on the list
for attention and he thanked Sir John Anderson for his report.
In paragraph 4, Members would note the changes in title
of two Areas formerly known as "Egypt Area" and "North West
Africa hrea".
The new titles of "North East A.frica Area" and
"North and West Africa Area" would, he thought, be a more
accurate description of the territories covered, although their
geographical limits and the location of the hrea Offices
remained unchanged.
Under the heading of "Forthcoming Events", on page 3,
Members would see that the Gardeners' Service would be held at
Westminster Abbey on Friday, 12th November, at twelve noon.
The service, which would be taken by the Dean, would be held
in St. George's Chapel and gardeners from Northern Region would
lay a wreath at the Tablet to the War Dead.
He hoped that as
many Members as possible would attend, and also their wives,
who were more than welcome.
The Secretary would be ,~iting to
Members about it.
The SECR~TARY said he would be grateful if, when he did
write to Members, they would try and let him know whether they
were able to attend, because the Defu~ was always interested to
know who was coming.
The CHAIRMAN said that on Sunday, 14th November, he had
been invited to make the annual Remembrance Day broadcast,
which would be for five minutes in the B.B.C. Home and General
Overseas Services at 10.30 a.m.
OTHER BUSINESS
DEhTHS OF MR. J. M. McCALL
AND LIEUTENANT-COMMJ.NDER A.R.C. PRENTIS. R.N.(Rtd.)
The CHhIRitAN said he regretted to have to report the deaths
of two members of the Commission's staff.
Mr. J.M. McCall
Mr. McCall, one of the Commission's j,ssistant Establishment
Officers, who had died suddenly on 4th September, at the very
early age of 35, had been one of the Commission's most promising
young men.
~e was the son of a former member of the Commission's
staff in France, now retired.
He had joined the Commission's
clerical staff in France in 1949 and had served there and in
Tunis before being transferred to the United Kingdom on
promotion in 1960.
Lieutenant-Commander

A.~.C.

Prentis, R,N. (Rtd.)

Lieutenant-Commander Prentis, who had died on 2nd September,
aged 64, had joined the Commission's Records staff in 1949. He
had subsequently become Head of the Register Section and then
an Enquiries Officer, in which capacity he had been serving at
the time of his death.
He had been ill for some time.

•
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VISIT BY THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF ST1,TE FOR DEFENCE
TO BECKLINGEN WAR CEfJETERY. SOLTAU. GERMANY
A report had just been received of what had been literally
a flying visit by Jr. Fred Mulley, Deputy Secretary of State
for Defence and Minister of Defence for the Army, to Becklingen
War Cemetery, Soltau, Germany •. The Minister, Who had been
travelling by helicopter during a visit to troops exercising
in the Hanover area, had passed over the cemetery when he had
decided to land and visit it.
He' had been pleased and
impressed with what he had seen.
The CHAIRMAN asked if any Member wished to raise anything
under the heading of "Other Business".
FLOODLIGHTING OF MEMORIALS
Colonel CHN~BERS said he had one point which he would like
to raise.
It had occurred to him that for certain reasons
which might be apparent to all, the Commission might consider,
in view of the fact that next year was the fiftieth anniversary
of the Battle of the Somme, doing something which would draw
the attention of passers-by and the public generally - even
those flying overhead - to the existence of the great Memorial
at Thiepval •. As Members probably knew, the tendency in France
now was to illuminate buildings everywhere, including those of
historic interest.
The Canadian Government had done this for
the Vimy Memorial and they intended to do it at Beaumont Hamel.
It did seem to him that there must be others Which, for the
expenditure of three to four thousand pounds, could be
illuminated at night.
He realised that at the moment this
might not be practicable but he thought the expenditure of a
certain amount of electricity every night would be worth it,
as it would constitute something permanent which people would
see from very great distances.
It could be used to commemorate
the events of 1916 including the Battle of the Somme.
The CH1~IRMAN thanked Colonel Chambers and said that the
proposal would be examined.
j,IR CHIEF M':.RSHAL SIR ARTHUR LONGMORE,

G,C,B •• D.S.O,
Air Chief Marshal Sir ARTHUR LONG lORE asked if he might say
a few words,
In saying goodbye to the Commission there were
some outstanding points which he would take away \nth him, and
very good ones, too,
He had been very lucky, when he had first
come to the Commission, to be able to hitch-hike by the various
Air Forces to all those parts of the world which there was now
difficulty in getting to and, of course, without the expense of
nowadays,
Throughout his travels he had been amazed at the
dedication of the cemetery staff all over the world, whatever
their colour or religion,
For instance, the Karens of
Thanbyuzyat, who continued to maintain the cemetery even when
they were in rebellion against their government, and also the
caretaker at Heliopolis War Cemetery, who, during the Suez
crisis, had prevented the students from \~ecking the cemetery:
elsewhere it had been just the same,
Another point he thought
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the difficulty of proper commemoration at some of the
cemeteries, for example, Mount Scopus, which had been.referred
to earlier in the Meeting.
There must, he thought, come a
time when this would have to be settled and it could probably
be done by the same method as in the cases where the Commission
were proposing to erect memorials commemorating those buried in
unmaintainable cemeteries.
It would be quite a lesson to the
world if the Commission decided to commemorate those buried in
Mount Scopus at some point midWay in Jerusalem between Israel
and Jordan.
During his life he had worked with many staffs and seldom
had he found better staff work than in the Commission, both at
Head Office and in the Regions and Agencies.
He nQw wished,
wi th these few brief remarks, to say goodbye to everyone, with
the thought that the commemoration of the war dead of the two
World Wars was in good hands.
He wished the Commission every
success.
The CHAIRMAN thanked Sir Arthur Longmore for his remarks,
for the part he had played and for his counsel and help during
his twenty-one years as a Commissioner.
The Commission would
miss him very much indeed and they greatly regretted that, next
time Members met, he would not be with them.
Air Chief Marshal Sir ARTHUR LONGMORE thanked the Chairman
for his kind remarks.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The CHAIRMAN said that the next Meeting would take place
on Thursday, 16th December, 1965, at 11 a.m.

