


The foll0\7ing re-Bolution was proposed by lire R\1c,yard

K1p11ng, seoonded by Colonel Van1er a.~\ a.greed:

4. -That Mr. J. u. Peok, C.B., be appointeu a

member 01' the Biucation COmmittee in the

plaoe 01' Er. H. Wane Oornish, O.B.E.;

deceased.• "

DounUON AllD UNIT BATTLE blEMORIALS..t.

THE OHA~ said that the paper before the meeting referred to

the transfer to the French Government of the sites of

Dominion and Unit Battle Memor jals in that country. He explained

that sane six years ago tn, Commission had decided that the

Secretary-General of the Angle-Frenoh Mixed Committee should

oontinue negotiations with a view to the transfer to the

:B'rench State of all these memorial sites. In the opinion of

the ~renoh Gov~rnment, the 0wnarship 01' land in one oountry by,

or in the name of, another country was irregular, and, further,

if the owner in question was a private person, oomplioated and

vexatious questions were bound to arise at the time 01' the

individual's death. To overoone this diffioulty 01' cwnership

the French Governoent r.sked that the sites ot all the memorials

might be tra.nsferred to them. when they would then beoome

the legal ownere of tl~ soil and they (the French GOvernment)

would t am grant baok the perpetual use and enJ oyment ot the

lr.nds for their intended purposes 01' memorial sites to the

original owners 0;' the 1r representat ives.

~ HOUSDEN enquired how often alterations were made to the

French Oa.dastral plans of these memorial sites. He said that

in the case of the New Zealan~ liemorial at Longueval

the site was originally aoquired so as to prcwide that the

Memer ial should stand in the oentre of it. After a few years,
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howover, the Oada.straJ. p~an was a.ltered··w1~- r&eUlt that

the Memorial was now on the extreme l1mit of a pieoe of

ground o~ an entirelY! d1fferent shape to tlat or1ginally

aoquired. Negotiations were taking plaoe with a view to

having matters reotified, bUt he would l1lce an assuranoe

from those who took over the nominal ownership ot these sites

tlJl.t the boundaries, as existing at the t~1l8 ot transter,

would not sUbssquently be altered.

MAJOR CHETTLE, in reply, said tI-at the boundaries of the ground

would remainunalterabls except in very exceptional oir~stances

and then only by express aotion on the part of the French

Government. In oonneotion with the ease of Longueval, he

would l1lce to mention tlat aotive negotiations were prooeeding,

and it was hope" shortly to reaoh a settlement. Preuura

had been brought to bear on the owner 01' the ground by the

Minister ot Pensions, through the Pretect, and the matter

would not be allowed to rest.

COLOlf::u. VAlUlilR sajd that he thought it 1n\Portant to make it clear

who wc:uld be the owners 01' the sites atter the Frenoh

Government had become t he legal owners ot the ~oll and had

granted baok the use and enjoyment 01' the lands. He understoocl

that the owners in future, would be either the Governments,
ot the Dominions, or the Imperial War Graves Commission.

In this connection he thoug~ that one sentence in the paper

before the meeting was slight~ misleading. The sentence

read: 'The prinoipal reasons tor taking this s tap which would

put the Battle Memorials on the same tooting as the Oemeteries

••••••• He suggested that this was not the case, since

the perpetual use and enjoyment 01' the Dominion Battle

Memorials would remain with the Dominio.n conoerned"wheree.s

. in the case of the Cemeterie B t nay were "Tested in the

COlllJ:liss ion. Atter some disCUS13ion.1t was '''dec.1.d.ed:-tha.t ··the

• 8 •



Il1"pell and the appoint,ent of
,

Seoretary-General of the Angle-Belgian

words in "question should be struck out of the 1'11e oopies

of the paper.

THE CHAIRUAN said that the same state 01' affairs existed in

Belgium as in Franoe, and that, as was shown by the paper

before the meeting, satisfactory progress was being made.

There had been diffioulty in making provision for the

maintenance of the ",Oth Division monument at Wieltje. but

as a result of correspondence the General Officer Command ins

the ~Oth Div.is ion had made himself responsible for the

payment of £20 per annum, and ha had stated his intention

of making his successors morally responsible.

SIR o:rncIL ROM.1!:R said tmt he did not think this arrangement was

very satisfaotory, and he feared that it might break down

in the future.

THE CHAIRl!AN said that he agreed. but no better arrangements

could be made. If the Commission approved. it was suggested

that all the sites should be transferred to the Belgian

Government, and, in order to put this matter in oruer,

it was necessary to pass a resolution occasioned by the

resignation 01' Major

Colonel Higginson as

llixed Committee.

It was proposed by Colonel Vanier, sec ondecl by

Mr. Housden and agreed:

,. (1) '11 est decid& que le Colonel Frank Higginson

Seoretaire-aeneral du Comite mixte Anglo-Belge de

la Commission Imperiale des Sepultures Militaires.. ..
Britanniques soit autorise a comparaitre pour

compte de la dite Commission dans l'acte de

cession au Gouvernement Balge des sites de
,. ,

monuments, actuellernent propriete des Gouvernements
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des D0I.1il1iol1S ou das unite. militaires. af:ln <la

declarer, au nom de la.

s'engago envars l'b~at

(;.ite Oommlss ion, qu 'elle
~ ~

Balge a administrer a

(2)

perpetuite les biens C3QOB. en ss oonfo~ant aux

10i6 et reglsments, st ~a telle facon qus l'Etat
, ,

Balga ne puisSG etrs inquiete en quol que ce

soit; et s'ongago a supporter toutes les charges

qui pourraient les grever et a regler direotemont
..

tous conflits qui pourraient s'elever au sujet

des biens oedes, not~~n3nt avec laB proprietaires

dos terrains voisino a propos de servitudes ou

pour tout autre motif":

W:.:':lD.t, it required, the seal of tho

Oommission be affixed to al~. t~e Praper Officer

sign a copy of the foregoing resolution for

delivery to the Bel?,icn st~te."

DISC GV:JRY A~r,;) ftlmU.1IAL OF BODnS .m FRApC:~ fJID n:.1JLGITJl;.

Till] O!~Imi~:, ref~rring to the paper before the meeting, called

atte~tion to the fact that the numbor of bodies found on

the battlefields during September, an( nuring tl~ past

nino weeks, was very oonsi~erably less than for the

corresponding perio~ lE.st yocr. The deorease appeared,

from a report irou Colonel Eigginsan, to be principally

due to the cos i:JD.tion of the work ot mets.l- ss~.rchil1g. It was

understood, ho~ovar, tlmt the official French search parties

would continue t:~ir work in certain areas. so t;~t it was

probable tInt Bl'itish grF.vefJ woulll cont:lnue to be fOU1'ld

from t tI1a tot i,,1O.

MR. RU~[ARD KIPLING asked how many British graves were found

B.1'1(l whether any of them were iC:entified•
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TID CHURIJAJJ said tl'll.t 1n the period under review torty British

graves had been found, but t.::E.t it had not yet been

possible to deal with the question 01' identif'ication.

AIBIiRT J:il!)\'lAnD HO:r.c 0lB_ ..--._-- - ..-

THE CHA IRMAN reterre(, to the case 01' Albert ]):lward Holcomb

and explained that this man, who was in the Commission's

emPloyment ns a gardener and oaretaker, ha~ become mentally

atfected. Atter negotiations he had been admitted to the

Mental Hospital at Colchester and it was necessary to take

steps to deal with his 3uperannuation Policies.

The Chainnan explained what steps were necessary,

and it was proposed by Mr. Housden, seconded by

Colonel Pepys, and agreed:

6. (1) IThat the Commiss ion hav ing considered

a statement numbered 91M34.130'/V approve the

assignment to llrs. Maria Holcomb, wife of

Albert Edward Holoomb, of the lncrl!llllent endowment

(With profits) polioy No.3010207 Class B dated

24th May 1928 taken out by the Commission with

the Prudential Assurance OOmPany Ltd. 1n relation

to A. ~. Holoanb's lite under the SUperannuation

Scheme.

That the Seal of' the Commission be affixed

to an~ the Proper Ofticor e1gn the Deed Of

Assignment necessary to give effect to this

decision. I

That concluded the business.
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