





howover, the Cadastral plan wae altered withthe result that
the llemorial was now on the extreme limit of a pilece of
ground of an entirely! different shape to that originally
acquired. Negotiations were taking place with a visw to
having matters rectified, but he would like an assurance
from those who took over the nominal ownership of these sites
that the boundaries, as existing at the time of transfer,
would not subsequently be altered.

HAJOR CHETTLE, in reply, said tlmt the boundaries of the ground
would remain unalterable except in very exceptional circumstances
and then only by express action on the part of the French
Government, In connection with the case of ILongueval, he
would like to mention tlat active negotiations were proceeding,
and it was hopecd shortly te reach a settlement. Pressure
had been brought to bear on the owner of the ground by the
Minister of Pensions, tlhrough the Prefect, and the matter
would not be allowed to rest.

COLONTL VANIIR said that he thought it important to make it clear
who would be the owners of the sites after the Frenoch
Government had become the legal owners of the soil and had
granted back the use and enjoyment of the lands. He understood
that the oi&ners, in future, would be either the Govermnments
of the Dominions, or the Imperial Var CGraves Commissione
In this connection he thouglht that one sentence in the paper
before the meeting was slightly misleadinge The sentence
read: P®The principal reasons for taking this step which would
put the Battle Memorials on the same footing es the Cemeteries
esveees¥ He suggested that this was not the case, since
the perpetual use and enjoyment of the Dominion Battle
Memorials would remain with the Dominion concermed, whereas
-in the case of the Cemeteries tlwy were vested in the
Comnmissions After some discussion.it was decided-that -the



words in question should be struck out of the file copies
of the paper.

TRANSFER OF MTLORIAL 8ITINS THE BELGIAN GOVERNMINT,

THE CHAIRMAN sald that the same state of affairs existed in
Belgium as in France, and that, as was shown by the paper
before the meeting, satisfactory progress was being made.
There had been diffioulty in meking provision for the
meintenance of the ‘fot1 Division monument at Wieltje, but
as a result of correspondence the General Officer Commanding
the Oth Division had made himself responsible for the
payment of £20 per annum, and he had stated his intention
of making his successors morally responsiblee.

8IR CRECIL ROMER said that he did not think this arrangement was
very satisfaotory, and he feared that it might break down
in the future.

THE CHA IRHAN said that he agreed, but no better arrangements

. could be mades If the Commission approved, it was suggested
that all the sites should be transferred to the Belgian
Govermment, and, in order to put this matter in order,
it was necessary to pass a resolution occasioned by the
resignation of Major Ingpen and the appointx?ént of
Colonel Higginson as Secretary-General of the Anglo=Belgian
ifixed Comnittee.

It was proposed by Colonel Vanier, seconded by
Mre. Housden and agreed:

5 (1) "Il est decidd que le Colonel Frank Higginson
SBecrétaire-Général du Comité mixte Anglo-Belge de
la Commission Impsriale des Sepultures Militaires
Britanniques soit autorisé a comparaitre pour
compte de la dite Commission dans l'acte de
cession au Gouvernement Belge des sites de

monuments, actuellerment proprigte' des Gouvernements
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des Dominions ou des unité . militaires, afin de
déclarer, au nom de la C.ite Commission, qu'elle
slengago envors 1l'Ttat Belge & administrer &
perpetuité les biens cades, en se conforment aux
lois et reglements, et o telle facon que ltitat
Bolgo ne puisse etre inquiets en quoi que ce
soit; et stengage & supporter toutes les charges
qui pourraient les grever et & réglpr directement
tous conflits qui pourrasient s'élefer au sujet
des biens cedds, notemmant avec les proprictaires
des terrnins voilsins & propos de servitudes ou

pour tout sutre motif";

(2) "ot, if required, the seal of the
Commission be affixed to an. tihe Prqpaf Officer
sizn o copy of the foregoing resolution for

delivery to the Belzion State.®

DISCCOVIRY AMD REBURIAL OF BONIES IN FRANC:E ANMD BILGIULL,

THT CHAIRHAY, reforring to the paper before the meeting, called

R,

atteation to the fact thmt the number of bodies found on
the bettlefields during September, anc during the past

nine weeﬁg} was very consicderably less than for the
corresponding periol lest yecre The CGecrease appeared,

from & report irom Colonel IHigginson, to be principally

due to the cescotion of the work of metal-gearching. It was
understood, howover, that the ofiicial Froench search parties
woulcd continue tlieir work in certain areas, so timt it was
probable tlmt British graves would continue to be found

from time to timo.

RUDYARD KIPLING asked how many British graves were found

ent. whether any of them were icentified,
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T3 CHAIRIIAN said that in the period under review farty British
graves had been found, but tiat it had not yet been
possible to deal with the question of identification.

AIBTRT TDWARD HOLC QUB

SUPERANITUAT TON POLICTTS,

THE CHA IRMAN referred to the case of Albert HEdward Holcomb
and explained that this man, who was in the Commission's
employment as a gardener and caretaker, had become mentally
affected. After negotiations he had been admitted to the
lMental Hospital at Colchester and it wae. necessary to take
steps to deal with his Superannuation Policies.
The Chairmman explained what steps were necessary,

and it was proposed by lr. Housden, seconded by

Colonel Pepys, and agreed:

6 (1) "That the Commission having considered

a statement numbered 9/M34/305/V approve the
assignment to lirs. Maria Holcomb, wife of
Albert Edwerd Holcomb, of the increment endowment
(with profits) policy No.3010207 Class B dated
24th May 1928 taken out by the Commission with
the Prudential Assurance Company Ltd. in relation
to A, 3. Holcamb'!s life under the Superannmuation
8cheme.

(2) That the Seal of the Commission be affixed
to an the Proper Officor sign the Deed of
Assignment necessary to give effect to this

decision.®

That concluded the business.
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