JUBOTES OF PROCEEDINGS
at the
176th Meeting
of the
mPERIAL WAR GRAVES CODISSIOll
held at
32 GROSVEllOR GARDENS, LONDON, S. W.l.

on
Wednesday, 26th September 1934.
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Major-General SIR FABIAN WARE, K.C.V.O., K.B.E., C.B., C.M.G.,
Vice-Chai=an, in the Chair.
Colonel G.L. PEPYS, C.B., D.S.O.,
Representing the Secretary of State for India,
Lieut.-Colonel G.P. VANIER, D.S.O., M.C.,
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Major L.E. BEAVIS, D.S.O.,
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V.G. HOUSDEN, Esq.,
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G.W. KLERCK, Esq. ,
Representing the High CO!llIl1issioner for South Africa,
Lieut.-GeneraJ. SIR GEORGE MACDONOGH, G.B.E., K.C.B., K.C.M.G.,
AdmiraJ. SIR MORGAN SDTGER, K.C.B., K.C.V.O.,
W.P. SPENS, Esq., O.B.E., K.C., M.P.

THERE. WERE ALSO PRESENT:

Colonel Sir George

Badgerow, C.M.G. ,C. V.O. ,M.D. ,F.R.C.S.
(Canada)
Lieut.-Colonel C.P. OswaJ.d, O.B.E., (Assistant Secretary,
Finance)
Lieut.-Colonel H.F. Bobinson, C.M.G., (Director of Works),
Lieut.-Colonel F. Higginson,
Captain H.P.R, Foster,
F.C. Sillar, Esq.,
F. Tyrrell, Esq.,
B. S. Conyngham Greene, Esq.
'N.

TE:E VICE-CHAIRMAN asked if it was the pleasure of the meeting
that the Uinutes of the previous meeting should be signed.
This was agreed.
TE:E VICE-CHAIRMAN said that he would like at the outset to refer
to the death of Mr. Rubert Warre Cornish, who had been a
most valuable member 'of the Commission's Education
Committee.

Re (the Vice-Chairman) had known Mr. Warre Cornish

since very early days in South Africa, and he had the
greatest admiration for his work.

Re felt sure that it

would be the "'i sh of the meeting that a 1 etter of sympathy
should be sent to the widow.

This was agreed.

Arising out of the Minutes of the previous meeting,
the German Government had agreed to the upright form of
headstone for erection on the graves of German interned
civilians in the United Kingdom.

The Germans had suggested

a slight alteration in the design of the type of
headstone which had been agreed to.
Many ceremonies had taken place since the last meeting
of the Commission.

On the 26th July, a party of 120 Cadets

from the Royal Air Force visited Tyne Cot Cemetery, and on
the same day, at the Menin Gate, the Scottish Women's
Section of the British Legion, accompanied by Lady Raig
held a short service.
On the 29th July the King of the Belgians inaugurated
the new Belfry at Ypres.

Re (the Vice-Chairman) was

unfortunately unable to accept the invitation of the
Belgian Government to be present, but he was represented
personally by Major Chettle, and Colonel Rigginson
represented the Commission.

The King visited the Eton

Memorial School, and as he left Ypres he halted at the
Menin Gate which he inspected with great interest.

Re

subsequently inspected the Ypres Branch of the British
Legion under Maj or Macfarlane.
- 2 -

Other ceremonies in France were a visit to Arras of
200 Cadets from the French !,{ilitary School at St Cyr
uDder the command of General Frere.

On the occasion of this

visit the Cadets visited the Memorial to the Missing in
Faubourg d'Amiens Cemetery.
On the 14th July which was the French National FSte

day a review of troops was held at Arras when the Commission
was represented by Colonel Rigginson.

Numerous other

ceremonies took place on this day when opportunity was
taken to honour the British graves.
On the }5th July a ceremony was organised by the Commune
of Longueval when visits were paid to the Delville Wood
Memorial and Cemetery.
Another matter of interest was connected with the
wooden cross which had been erected in memory of the 7th Division
at Mametz.

The Division decided that they could not maintain

this cross any longer, and, as it was falling into a serious
state of disrepair, they aSked that it might be burnt and the
ashes scattered on the Somme.

Colonel Higginson organised

a suitable service, and it was of interest to record that
Mr. Milner, the Commission I s Chaplain, and the Cur~ of
M!a.ul te both joined in the short servic e that was held.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that in connection with all these ceremonies
it. was extremely satisfactory to know how good the
relations were between the Commission and the French
authorities.

He felt that this was largely due to

Colonel Higginson' s tact and patience, supported to a great
extent by the periodical visits which Maj or Chettle was
able to pay to Intenda,.,t Vincensini.

As they were aware,

Intendant Vincensini was the head of the French Graves
Service and llaj or Chettle made a point of vi sit ing him at
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regular intervals and discussing matters with him in
general.
It would be remembered that the Commission had agreed
with the :British Legion to scatter in one of their
cemeteries the ashes from the wooden crosses which were
planted in the Fields of Remembrance in the United Kingdom
on Am.istice

D~.

This year the scattering of the ashes

was undertaken by Major Howson, the Chainnan of the :British
Legion Poppy Factory, and the ceremony took place on the
5th August in Tyne Cot Carnet ery.

On the same

d~

a party

of limbless Ex-service men of the St. Martin's Association,
some 80 in number, visited Tyne Cot Cemetery and subsequently
the Somme Memorial at Thiepval.
On the 30th July the annual distribution of prizes
took place at the Eton Memorial School.

lIa.j or Chettle

represented the Commission and many of the Commission's
st aff were

pr~ sent,

sine e the maj ority of the pupil s were

sons of gardeners and caretakers.
same sort was a Sports

D~

Another

ceremo~

of the

held by the Arras and District

Branch of the British Legion on the 14th July.
The Arras and District Branch of the British Legion
had also held a very successful Flower Show which it
had been hoped that some member of the Commission would
have been able to attend.

As this proved impossible

Colonel Higginson invited the Mayor of Arras to open the
Show and he very kindly consented to do so.
COLONEL HIGGINSON, in response to a request from the Vice-Chairn:an,
said that the Show had been a great success.

The Legion

entertained the Mayor to lunch before the Show, and they
invited the Committee of the local Horticultural Society
to attend.and assist in the Judging.

There were some

400 exhibits sent in by 120 different people, and the display
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of vegetables and flowers was remarkably good.

The Mayor

of Arras presented a Silver Medal with the Town Anns on it
as one of the prizes. and the local Horticultural Society
also presented a medal.

As an indication of the keenness

of the members of the Legion to take part in the Show.
he would like to mention that one of the Commission's
gardeners had come all the wa:y from St. Q;uentin at his own
expense in order to enter his exhibits.

Some of the

Commission's gardeners who were members of the Ypres Branch
also visited the Arras Show, and it was hoped another year
to hold the Arras Show in the week ilmnediately following
the Ypres Show, so that exhibits might be entered for both
Shows.

It was also interesting to know that the local

Horticultural Society were seriously considering the qQestion
of combining their Show with the British Legion Show
in view of the high standard of the exhibits. and the wa:y
in which the Show was run.

The Challenge Cup presented

by the Vice-Chairman was won by one of the Head Gardeners
from the Delville Wood Group with 142 points; the next best
man obtaining 120 point s, followed by a number who obtained
from 40 to 50.

It would be seen that the exhibits of these

two men were very greatly ahead of all the others.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN recalled that the son of one of the
Commission's gardeners was recently admitted to the Duke
of York's School, thar.ks to thE! assistance of the AdjutantGeneral.

A recent School Report stated that this boy

was proving an extremely satisfactory pupil. and that his
general conduct was excellent.

His father had written

to express his thanks to all concerned in getting the boy
into the School and this message had been conveyed to
the present Adjutant-General. Sir eacil Romer, who had
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promised to acquaint Sir Archibald llontgomery lIassingberd.
It was very much hoped that thi s good report would
encourage the War Office 8lld assure them of the excellence
of the type of boy whom the Commission were anxious to
assist.
A lIr. Pringle, who had recently been on a yachting cruise,
had written to ssy that he had visited the !le de Sein
(Finist~re)

and had found the War Graves very well kept

8lld in excellent condition.

These graves were of sailors

from the 5.5. ·War Song", which was torpedoed by a
German Submarine in 1918.
The Hendon Excursion Savings Association, which was
a local association formed to assist pilgrims to visit
the battlefields, he.d written to ssy that they had been
instrumental in assisting a large party to go out to France
this year, and that they were all greatly struck by the
beauty of the cemeteries.
Sir Herbert Ellissen, whose interest in the work of
the Commission was well known 8lld who frequently visited
and reported on graves in the United Kingdom, had recently
sent in a report on a number of graves which he had visited
in the course of a tour in SCGtl811d.

The tour had extended

as far North as Argyllshire, 8lld the value of the reports
which Sir Herbert had sent in could not be exaggerated.
The number of visitors signing the Visitors' Books
in France and Belgium during July was 13,126 at the Cemeteries,
and 11,370 at the Memorials, a total of 24,496, and the
corresponding figures for August were 16,092 at the Cemeteries
and 14,962 at the Kemorials, making a total of 31,054.
It would be remembered that a proposal was before the
Commission at a recent meeting for the erection of a
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memorial in .Temsalem War Cemetery to the 2/4th Hampshire
The Commission were not greatly in favour of

Regiment.

this proposal, and it was satisfactory to know that it
had now been dropped, and that the :Battalion would be
co:cmemorated by the erection of a memorial in the Cathedral
at .T e1'll sal em.
The Hon: .T.W. Downie, High Camnissioner for Southern
Rhodesia, who was shortly leaving London and returning to
Southern Rhodesia he.d recently made an extensive tour of
the cemeteries in France and :Belgium, accompanied by
Colonel Higginson.
The annual ceremony at the 2nd Australian Division
Memorial at !lont St Q,uentin we,s held on September 2nd.
Major :Beavis represented Australia and lIr. Lumsden the
Commission.
MAJOR BEAVIS said that he would like to thank the Vice-Chair.man
for the arrangements made and the facUities afforded to
him during his visit which would be greatly appreciated
in AustraJ.ia.

The French people at Yont St. Q,uentin were

exceedingly enthusiastic and practically all the inhabitants
turned out on this occasion.

After the ceremony the French

Memorial was visited and a short service was held at
which the !layor gave an address to which he (Major :Beavis)
replied.

The tone of the

M~or's

address showed sincere

appreciation by the French people of all that the :British
and Australian troops had done.

SUbsequently he was able

to visit same other memorials in the district whose condition
he found satisfactory although there were evidences in
several places of the severe effect of the drought upon the
turf.

At the time of his visit however there were signs

of recovery.
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d tha1; .iss Pezmethorne ot the P.N.B.U.
:tecl :France aIld had had personal intervie1l's

children taking the P.N.B.U.
sted. and he had consu1ted
ot the Education Committee on

U" 1ilds saggestion was approved,

the Secretar:r ot the COIlDIl1ttee to discuss the
In addition, it would be
iii~~Lr3

to tind another representative ot the Scottish
to replace lIr. Warre Cornish.

This was agreed.

Aid that meetiIlgs ot the Anglo-Greek and
811 Ibted Committees would be held in October
impossible tor h1JIl to attend he was
~a$l.

Onald to represent him.

ilkllRll!tpsted that no meeting ot the Commission
should
second Wednesday in November. n8lllely
!his was agreed.

CRATmrAlf'S VIS!!

ro

AUSfBAT,U

AB])

:rmw

ZEALAl!lD.

Aid that as most ot the members ot the
• he had been invited to go to Australia.
he received a tel8gr8lll trom the Federal
Soldiers' Association

appreciate CClIIIDissiQl1 tavourably
General Sir li'abi8ll Ware
visit Australia lecture
aces t1las work War Grave s
lipoli &Dd Eastern area
as regret c1rc1Dlstances
or Sl:lch ea::pertditl1re. •
coDsu1ted those members
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of the CQIIIIIlission who were available.

Greatly as he

desired to make the visit to Australia, he felt that for
private and other reasons it might be better for another
member of the Commission to go.

Subsequently, however.

strong representatiaas were made to him by:Mr. Bruce and
by others.

Kr. :Bruce had written:
-I greatly hope your health will pemit
you to accept the invitation that Dyett has sent
you on behalf of the League. A substitute would
not be the same thing.
I have no hesitation in assuring you that
should you decide to accept the invitation from
the Returned Soldiers' League, your Visit would
be most cordially welcomed by the Commonwealth
Government. •

and other influential people had strongly urged him to go.

Having regard to this, he had decided that it was his duty
to go, and he felt it was ul1llecessary to infom the meeting
how very greatly he was looking forward to the visit.
When his decision had been made he received an exceedingly
kind message from the High Commissioner for Hew Zealand
asking him to extend his visit to New Zealand.
the Hew Zealand Prime Minister had telegraphed

Mr. Forbes,
s~ing

it was very much hoped that he would be able to go.
had decided therefore to sail for Australia on

that

He

Saturd~,

September 29th, and subsequently to go on to New Zealand.
One of the difficulties which had been in his mind was that
he had undertaken to go out to South Africa this year,
but had been prevented by illness.

After the receipt of

the invitation from Australia he had discussed the matter
with his South African friends, and they had fully agreed
that a special occasion such as the uuveiling of the
Shrine at Melbourne was one which made it essential for
the Australian visit to take place now.
however, to visit South Africa later on.
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It was his intention,

I
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MAJOR BEAVIS said that on behalf of Mr. Bruce he would like
to assure the Vice-Chairman of the great welcome he would
receive in Australia.

He said that the Australian people

had by no means forgotten all that happened during the
War, that they took the greatest interest in the Commission,
and in the well-being of ex-service men generally.

The

Vice-Chairman could be certain that he would receive a
great welcome at all the places he visited.
lm. HOUSDEN said that Sir James Parr, the New Zealand High

Commissioner, who was absent at Geneva, had written asking
hm to sa¥ with what pleasure he had learnt of the
Vice-Chairman's consent to visit New Zealand, and that a
communication from his Government assured the Vice-Chairman
of a cordial welcome.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN thanked Maj or Beavi s and ]lr. Housden for
their very kind remarks.

He said that he would be visiting

the chief capitals in Australia and would give lectures
at each, and that he would subsequently go on to Canberra
.and discuss varieus matters with members of the Australian
Govern.'llent.

]lr. Bruce regarded this as a matter of great

importance.

In New Zealal'ld he hoped to visit and lecture

at the four principal cities.
The Vice-Chainnan went on to sa¥ that during his absence
the~e

might be one or two matters which would have to be

dealt with by someone acting definitely for him.

There

was no doubt that fram the point of view of the staff
in London it would be a very great help if they knew in
advance who would be the Chairman at meetings of the Commission.
For technical reasons, under the terms of the Charter,
it was not possible for him to appoint a deputy, and the
Chairman of the meetings of the Commission, in his absence,
had to be proposed and seconded at each meeting.
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If, however,

the present meeting would agree in substance to the paper
which was before them, it would be a great convenience to
all concerned.

The proposals really meant that during his

absence Sir George Macdonogh would act for him and take
the Chair at meetings of the Commission.
COLONEL VAEIER said that he would like to move that the proposals
enumerated in paper
be accepted by the Commission.
-- :5 A
_.
MR. KLERCK said that he would like to second the proposal.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN asked Sir George Macdonogh if he would be
willing to act.
SIR GEORGE IlACDONOGH said he would be happy to do anything
he could in the interest of the Commission.
The proposal s set out in Paper :5 A were accordingly
approved.
REPORT OF THE 234TH MEETING OF THE FINANCE
COMMITTEE.
THE

~ICE-CHAIRMAN

invited the attention of the meeting to

Item No.8 which dealt with the overhauling of the Portsmouth
Naval Memorial and said that Sir Morgan Singer and
Colonel Robinson had recently made an inspection of the
Memorial.
SIR MORGAN SINGER said that he and Colonel Robinson had been
carefully over the whole Memorial from top to bottom
and he considered that if the Memorial was to be kept in
a decent and lasting condition, the work now proposed
was essential.
COLONEL OSWALD drew attention to Item No.9 which dealt with
the erection of headstones on Gennan grave.s in British
Cemeteries in Belgium and explained that the Commission were
undertaking this work on repayment by the Geman
Government.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that it was a great relief to him
that this work was actually in progress as he always
feared

critici~s

from the fact that the BritiSh graves

were permanently marked while the German graves only
had temporary markings.
The following resolution was proposed by
Mr. Spens, seconded by Sir George Macdonogh. and agreed:
-That the Report of the 234th Meeting
of the Finance Committee be adopted-

REPRESENTATION OF NEWFOIDIDLAl'ID.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that all those present would be delighted
to know that the Newfoundland Government in Council had
formally and officially appointed Sir Edgar Bowring
as their representative on the Commission, and that
Sir Edgar Bowring had expressed his willingness to serve.
GRAVES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that the next matter was a purely formal
one arising out of the recent Report of the United Kingdom
Graves Committee.
The following resolution was proposed by Sir Morgan
Singer. seconded by Maj or Beavi s and agreed:ft(a)

That Resolution No.n passed at the 40th
Meeting of the Commission be and hereby
is rescinded.

(b)

That, in view of the peculiar conditions
obtaining in the United Kingdom, permission
may, in the discretion of the Vice-Chairman,
be granted for the burial of near relatives

•
- 12 -

of deceased soldiers in graves acquired by
the Commission.
(c)

That when so doing, endeavours should be
made to make it a condition :(i) That any headstone erected by the
Commission is duly replaced at the relatives'
cost;
(11) That no additional monument or other
feature be placed on the grave, unless approved
by the Commission; and
(iii) That no additional cost be imposed on
the -Commission.

SUGGESTED CIRCULATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF -CEMETERIES
AND MElIORIALS
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that the proposals before the meeting
had arisen from a discussion at one of the quarterly
meetings of Area Inspectors.

Exhibitions on somewhat similar

lines had already been held in different towns in England
in connection with the work for the Preservation of Rural
England, and also by the "Times" newspaper.

Personally

he thought that the idea was a good one, and he would be
•

glad to know what other members of the Commission thought.
MR. SPENS said that he would like to support the proposal.
When recently he had lectured at Ashford he found that many
members of his audience knew next to nothing about the
work of the Commission and had never seen any books or
photographs dealing with the Commission's work.
COLONEL VANIER said that he thought the idea an excellent one
and that he could think of no better
the Commission was doing.
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Wa¥

of showing what

SIR GEORGE JLACDOEOGH and MR HOUSDEN also warmly supported
the idea.
It was agreed that Colonel Robinson should go into
the question of cost with Colonel Oswald, and that if things
could be satisfactorily arranged, they should consult some
body such as the Council for the Preservation of Rural
England as to the best means of carrying the proposals into
effect.
STAFF REGULATIONS
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that copies of the Staff Regulations
were before the meeting.

The Regulations had been discussed

Co~ittee

in detail by the Staff

and by everyone interested,

and they were the re suI t of a great deal of labour and
thought.

The Regulations as printed were not fixed or

final, but were open to modification at any time.
SIR GEORGE JLACDONOGH said that there were three matters to
which he would like to call attention.
paragraph 6 od Page 19.

T~e

first Was

He suggested that this paragraph

should be in serted aft er paragraph 9 on Page 4.
This was agreed.
SIR GEORGE MACDONOGH said that in paragraph 27 there was what
appeared to be a misprint in the marginal note, as under
the heading "Correspondence with the Press etc." it went
on to say "Plants, flowers, and the like must be dealt with
in accordance with the Chief Administrative Officer's
standing instructions."

This clearly had nothing to do

with "Correspondence with the Press".

It was agreed that

this was a mistake and could be rectified by leaving the
words "Correspondence with the Press" opposite paragraph 26,
and having no

hea~ing

opposite paragraph 27.

SIR GEORGE MACDONOGH said that the third point to which he
would like to draw attention was that headed "Leave
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,., to .

Regulations" •

He would like to see it stated at the

beginning of' paragraph 2 (a) on Page 11 that "leave is a
privilege and not a right and can only be taken at
such times, etc. etc.MR. SPENS said he thought that in their contracts members
of' the Commission's staf'f' were entitled to a def'inite
amount of' leave.
CAPTAIN FOSTER said that in the old contracts a def'inite
amount of' leave was given as part of' the qUid pro quo
f'or the service and many of' the existing Staf'f' would
have been originally engaged on such contracts.
While in the new contracts made with them on transf'er
to the permanent staf'f' there was no specif'ic ref'erence
to leave, yet, no change of' practice having been
notif'ied to them at the time, they would naturally have
assumed that the contractual or semi-contractual
character of' leave was being adhered to.
SIR GEORGE MACI)ONOGH said he thought that there might be
dif'f'iculty in the f'uture.
Af'ter considerable discussion it was agreed that
the point should be looked into by Mr Spens and that
it should be lef't to his judgment to decide whether
the proposed amendment was desirable.
YR. HOUSDEN asked if' the leave regulations were based on
those in f'orce in the United Kingdom Civil Service.
THE

VICE-CHAIID~

said that this was so.

MR. HOUSDEN said that the scale of' leave seemed to him
to be exceedingly generous.

In the New Zealand

Government Civil SerVice, no of'f'icer received more than
three weeks' leave in the year.
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Under the Commission's

~egulations

the most junior grade in the

Commission's service had better leave conditions
than the most senior grade in New Zealand.
MAJOR BEAVIS, said that these remarks would apply
equally tu the case of Australia.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that it was possible that some
of the leave regulations might require
reconsideration at an early date.

He wished

to emphasize the point that the regulations
were not final but were subject to modification
by the Commission.

The printed draft

represented the present position.
It was proposed by Sir George Macdonogh,
seconded by Colonel Vanier and agreed:

5.

"That, subject to the two agreed
amendments and to Mr Spens' judgment
regarding the proposed addition to
Clause 2 (a) on Page 11, the Commission
approve the Regulations as finally
drawn up by the Staff Committee and
now submitted, and authorise the issue
of a copy to each member of the
permanent maintenance Staff.-
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DISCOVERY All"]) REBURIAL OF BODIES IN FRANCE
AJ!lD BELGIUM.

THE VICE-CHAImo.AJ!r in referring to the paper before the meeting
said that there was an apparent falling off in the
number of .bodies discovered, but that this Was largely
attributable to the .season of the year.

The ground was

at present covered by crops and opportunities of finding
additional bodies were few.
se~~h

The work of the French

parties was still going on, and it was understood

that the French Government intended to continue it.

From

this source British graves would be found from time to time.
It was a matter of great importance to remember that since
the Commission's original estimates for the maintenance
of the graves in France and B:lgium was formed some
48,000 additional. graves had been found, and these had to
be maintained in the same way as the others.

It was, of course,

liapossible to say how many graves might still be found.

DEDEAGATCH BRITISH CEMETERY.
THE VIClI-CHAIRMAN said that a town planning scheme had recently
been undertaken by the authorities in whose area
Dedeagatch British Cemetery was situated.

The result of

the scheme was very slightly to affect one portion of the
land surrounding the British Cemetery.

The matter had been

gone into exhaustively by the Commission's representatives
in Salonika and they were satisfied, as were the Commission's
staff in London, that the proposal. was a satisfactory one.
CAnAl][ FOSTER, at the request of the Vice-Chairman, explained
the proposal in detail.
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It was proposed by Colonel Pepys, seccnded by
Mr. Housden and agreed:
6.

-That the Commission having considered
a statel!lent number :S/~/7/V and dated
3rd September, 1934, agree to the revised
proposaJ.s contained therein relating to
Dedeagatch British Cemetery and the surrounding
land. "

IT.4LIAN GRAVES IN PALESTIlm.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that there were four Italian graves
si tuated in different Uar Cemeteries in Palestine.

None of

these graves was situated in Jerusalem War Cemetery.
The Italian Government, through their Consul-General at
Jerusalem, had requested that all four graves might be
moved into Jerusalem War Cemetery.

In his (the Vice-Chairman's)

opinion it would be a mistake to grant this request as there
would be serious danger of establishing a precedent.
Requests of a somewhat similar nature had been received
from time to time by the Commission and it had been their
invari8,ble practice to refuse them.

On the other hand

the High Commissioner for Palestine was pressing the
Commission to agree and it was necessary now to reach a
decision.
SIR GEORGE MACDONOGH said that the only possible objection that
he could Bee to granting the request was the question of
a precedent, and it did not seem to him that any precedent
was involved.

He considered that the position of the

Italian Government was entirely different from that of a
private individual since the Italian Government could remove
their graves from a British Cemetery to a:ay other place
they liked, whereas the relatives had no power to move
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War Graves from any :British Cemetery.

In his opinion it

would be a graceful act to grant the Italian Government's
request.
COLONEL

VP~IER

said that he agreed with the Vice-Chairman that

there might be a danger in establishing a precedent, and
he felt that the Commission should only give way if
strongly pressed to do so.
:MR HOUSDEN supported Sir George llacdonogh' s view and was

in favour of allowing the concentration of the graves.
After further discussion it was agreed that the
Palestine Committee should be notified that the granting
of this request might cause the Commission
embarrassment in the future.
WESTMINSTER ELECTRIC SUPPLY CORPORATION
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN said that the matter before the meeting was
a formal one and that if the proposal was approved it
should result in a saving of £45 per annum on the
Commission's electric light bill.
The folloWing resolution was proposed by Mr. Spens,
seconded by Colonel Pepys and agreed:7.

(1)

"That the Seal of the Commission be
affixed to and the Proper Officer sign the
duplicate licence by His Grace The Duke of
Westminster to the Commission for the use of
part of the area of 32 Grosvenor Gardens in
connection with the supply of electric energy
to the building and adjacent premises.-

(2)

"That the Seal of the Commission be affixed
to and the Proper Officer sign the licence
by the Commission to the Westminster Electric
Supply Corporation Limited for the use of a
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part of the area of 32 Grosvenor Gardens in
connection with the supply of electric energy
to the building and adjacent premises.·
COLOEEL VANIER said that before the meeting closed he would
like to say a few words.

He felt sure that he was voicing

the sentiments of all the members of the COJlDD.ission in
wishing Sir Fabian Ware bon voyage with health. ha.ppiness
and success during his trip to Australia and New Zealand.
Re assured him that they would all be watching the progress
of their ambassador with the greatest interest. and look
forward to the time when he would be with them again.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN, in reply, thanked Colonel Vanier very much
for what he had said and assured them that he would be
greatly encouraged by the good wishes of the Commission.
He said that he would not forget his responsibility to
them and that he would do his utmost to represent to the
people of Australia and New Zealand the wonderful work
which the Commission had done.
That concluded. the business.
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