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COMMONWEALTH-NETHERLANDS JOINT COMMITTEE

Netherlands Official Member
Mr I Verkade
(Secretary-General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Commonwealth Official Member

Sir Arthur Hockaday KCB CMG - with effect from

11 October 1982

(Director-General, Commonwealth War Graves Commission)

ITEM 10 EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS

It was proposed by Sir Edward GARDNER, seconded by Mr ROBERTSON and
carried unanimously

7 That the action for the execution by the Commission
or on its behalf of the documents Serial No Part I 581
and Part II 202 to 203, referred to in the Schedule now
laid before the meeting and signed for identification
by the Commission's Legal Adviser and Solicitor, is
confirmed.

ITEM 11 TOURS BY HEAD OFFICE OFFICIALS

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN to speak on his tours as Director-
General, the SECRETARY said that his first since the previous
meeting had been to Egypt, where his prime object had been to com-
plete his examination of the reorganisation proposals which had been
discussed earlier. He had been able to visit a number of sites and
had been impressed by how well the new Indian Army Memorial at
Heliopolis fitted in with the general concept of the cemetery. He
had also been able to see examples of desert horticulture at

El Alamein and Kantara and what might be termed a transitional stage
at 0ld Cairo, where the water supply had been restored after a break
of 4 years. ‘

He had carried out two short tours in the United Kingdom; the first
to the new headquarters office at Leamington and to some sites in
the Midlands, and the second to the north of England to see
cemeteries in North Yorkshire and County Durham. The tours had
brought home vividly the nature of the Commission's problems in the
United Kingdom, where so much of the work was not under the
Commission's direct control. Careful consideration would have to be
given to the handling of these problems which, he feared, were
likely to get worse rather than better; they would have to be
reviewed against the principle, to which Commissioners attached
great importance, that burials should not be disturbed or abandoned
unless there were compelling reasons for doing so.

The Secretary continued by saying that his most recent tour had been
to India, Kenya and South Africa; in India and South Africa his prime
object had been to meet and have discussions with Participating
Governments, while in Kenya he had been able to see the operation of
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an Agency by a non-Participating Government. He wished to record
his appreciation of the warm welcomes he had received in all three
countries.

In India the principal subject for discussion had been access to

the cemeteries in North East India. His discussions had been fruit-
ful and it had been agreed that restrictions on visits to Imphal and
Kohima should be lifted and those on visits to Digboi and Gauhati
reviewed. He was grateful for the co-operation of the Indian
Government in arriving at a solution to a longstanding problem.

The Secretary continued by saying that in Kenya he had been
favourably impressed with the standard of maintenance although there
was a potential problem regarding funding by the Kenyan Government,
aggravated by some apparent confusion in the administrative channels.

In South Africa, as elsewhere, the standards of sites wvaried
according to local conditions so that, for example, Cullinan Cemetery
was as good as the best of the Commission's sites, whilst down on the
thin soil of the Cape Flats horticulture could never be ambitious.

In Cape Town he had been able to meet the Foreign Minister and
Minister of Community Development and had discussed the Delville Wood
Memorial Museum project and the proposed revision of the Instrument
of Agency for the South African Agency. This revision had been
approached in a sensible and pragmatic fasion by all concerned, and
he hoped that a geographical formula could be arrived at to define
the area covered by the Agency in a manner acceptable to all
Participating Governments.

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Secretary for his report and said that it
was important for him to establish close contacts at personal and
political levels in the countries where the Commission had interests.

ITEM 12 DIARY

In reply to the CHAIRMAN, who asked about the help rendered by the
Ghanaian Army, Mr KENNEDY said that during a visit by a technical
official the previous December 4 skilled stonemasons had been
provided by the Ghanaian Army to help replace headstones at
Christiansborg Cemetery which had been eroded by the salt-laden
nature of the soil. Further headstones were to be erected and it
was hoped that the Army would again provide similar help.

In reply to the CHAIRMAN, who asked about the remains of 51 soldiers
found near La Boiselle on the Somme, Mr LAING said that it was the
largest discovery made since the Second World War. The remains had
been discovered during a farming operation and had been identified
by regiments but not individually; 49 of the soldiers were British,
belonging to 5 regiments, whilst the remaining 2 were German. It
had been surmised that the site had been a field dressing station,
hence the miscellany of units. The remains had been reburied with

a marker engraved with the 5 regimental badges and the distinctive
cross normally used to mark the graves of German soldiers.
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ITEM 13 OTHER BUSINESS

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Commission's President would be
visiting sites in Gallipoli and Egypt during the week beginning
22 May. A report would be given at the next meeting.



