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by the investment of the sum of £650 in the purchase
of £1,018. 5.11d. 2~ Treasury stock 1975 in the
name of the' Commission be hereby approved and
confirmed;

(b) That the Sealinr;by the Commission, and the'
signing by the Proper Officer, of the'Deed of
Transfer in respect of. such stock be hereby appr.oved
and confirmed.

PROGRESS REPORT FOR THE QUJ,RTER ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 1953.

The Comrllssion took note of the paper andereport
submitted.

GENERl>L NOTES

The Coromission took note of the paper submitted.

TOUR OF"W,1R CEMETERIES IN ITALY~ _
BY GP~ERAL'SIR.ROBERT GORDON-FINLAYSON.

The Cfu~ImA!~ invited General Sir Robert Gordon
Finlayson to speak abciut his recent tour.

General Sir. Robert GORDON-FINLAYSON said that one of
his main objects was' to see something of the 1914/18 cemeteries.
These' were situated mainly in the north-east of the country;
the five on the ~sia80 plateau were simila~ in size and
construct ion, namely. abou:t sixty yards long and thirty wide,
and the walls were built of large blocks of granite Without
plast or. Thoy avoragcdabo ut' 150 eraves each: All were in
good condition and likely to, remain so· for some years yet. Tho
district was mountainous;'<Othere 'was little habitation and the
hills were covered vdth forest s' of spruc,e' mixed. with some small
beeches. .

_.. The usual type of Cross of Sacrifice had 'I'lOtbeen bUilt;
instead a tall cross composed of granite blocks set· on a plinth.
and boarin3 a bronze sWiJrd., had been constructed. There were
prac.tically no flowers, but the erass was.Bood;. trees and
shrubs had grovm well but needed cutting out or ,pruninG. Little
upkeop was required, though some of the headstones needed washing,
particularly those .which were under trees or faced the prevailing
Wind; these were covered. With a black deposit, which, he
supposed, was formed by the resin from the trees. .

The ~eather whilo h~ was there was unfortunately very
wet. He noticed. many Gcrnmn, Italian and Austrian names in the
Visitors I books, but very few English. The. gardener in charge
of the five c.emeteries on the plateau WS8 ~ :fine b3PC of lito:!, -
~had served the Commission for many years. .

There were two cemeteries in the low-lying country to the
southwnrd at the foot of the plateau - Montecchio and Dueville.
Both were in excellent condition, the former beine one of the
finest cemeteries he had· seen.
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In the Piave valley, further east, there \vere two
cemeteries (Giavera and Tezze) each with about 400 graves.
They were in good condition. ~i;yrp gpm'pEspe, ']:i:U: X
w;!qSRl had SS! vCel bhe S3F.llilissisli sly-a} I~~€l j ene 'bad beAD
ewue:po ad Ll,IC G6rbi±:te"a15c sf Tte.,rit - :Er8~e sJ Aapl]' tho bQtijer
1* 0Ilam:nlj

He had also inspected a number of isolated graves in
eleven of the communal cemeteries in this area and found most ..g!;
them poorly cared for. 1<8 im S"" Ft:o:tIHl;,o::,SoPgH;{; :'1;0 ;e.8 llIp3!eJ:i!.

On the other ,hand, three larger groups of thirty, t,~'y-fiv~£"
and fifty-four in main large tovm cemeteries, were#well looked
aftcr.. QF? chOSe: be lef-a -eLOIC," at-cBS! ltat-e-e f r the'~.Fr88okt.

Be had then visited a series of 1939/45 cemeteries
between Venice and Florence. He had not time now to speak of
them individually, but they wer~ generally in good condition.

ensive, wi th the re t t t there were' en mous expanses"
o~rcrass and garden d, wors still, enor. s stretches of
ed ing. The cent es of the Ecmeteries w e often co~4telY
uno cupied. T e was also far too m paving, ~ ca~e of

, I /
ItalY the ~rass had to

of.ten as mu.e·J1"as twice a
erage size cemetery, a day

and a a to do the cutting half a da;<;nioreto cut and clean p
the ed.,' nGs; thus three. and half days a· week at least were t en
up s e'1y With keeping the a~ms and eg.g1ls neat. This all c ated

'. a ~8 pro..blem which need ,ve 'y care:Btil. consi:deration. He houeht
at ever:l effort sho b'e m~ t draw in the boundarie . of the

;cemeter;i.es still fart er;· and ~1ier kinds of grass, s as the'
best'Italia sort s, hould b.e ,ied out to improve t quality 01'
the 1avms. In t low-lyin ountry Englisp. grass id not stand
up to the he~ d drought \ ' .. ' -

One e ture h.~''Was sorrw to see was t light blue colour
inwhichma~of ynebeauti~l iron gate. in the cemeteries had
been pai ed; yet -t was t he tradition in talY to paint iron
workb ck! T blue gates in\Rome Cern er.r were an u.nfortu.nate
case n point 1 other object~on to e desi;~s of several of
th cemeter' s was, he 'felt, the pla 'ng of a ·t¢mpietto between

•- \ ~~
From Rome he had driven across to Pescara to see the

large MaI'O River and Sangro River cemeteries"both on high
plateau.x 'above their.respective rivers. The Great need there
was for water. The Italian civil engineering department had
been very generous to the Commission, and he had called on the
responsible official s to express ·thanks; but their help could
not be expected to continue. The engines for the purnp3 they had
put in were not strong enough to force the water up to the
cemeteries. Moreover, the pipes (some siX hundred yards long
in each case), which were i~stalled by the ilrmy badly ne,eded
repair. He thought that the Cornmission:,should finish the work,
-the Italians had begun.. The cottages erected in the 'cemeteries
by the Italians, though well bUilt, had no bathrooms, nor water,
and the ,cooking ar-rangements were .very poor.,

He had to
disappoin~ed him.
buildings and one
the Cross and the

.confess that the war cemetery'in Rome had
It was bounded on one side by ,u[:;+Y.· ,

coUld not Ret a satisfactory view o~'both

stone from any po sition.
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While in Rome he had called on the Hinister of Public
Works and had a very friendly conversation with him.

r

Sir £rthur LONGMORE sa;d he gat~ered that the 1914/18
cemeteries were very well kep and GenEral Sir Robert GORDON
FINLJ,YSON conf'irmed that this was so, except f'or the small
item of cleaning some of the tones.

of the
land.

Sir Arthur LONrn~ORE as ed whether the chief' criticism
1939/45'war cemeteries was that they occupied too much,

Generr;tl Sir Robert GOR
He said that the amount of e
on a quite diff'erent basis f'
~ince the period of erowth w
the area per grave was very

ON-FINLAYSON replied af'f'irmatively,
dening in Italy must be calculated:
m countries in northern Europe,

s three or f'our months loneer, and
uch larger.

The Cfu~Im~l~ thanked Sir Robert Gordon-Finlayson f'or
his interesting talk and for havin3 submitted a written report,
which would be carefully studied.

DJ.,TE OF NEXT MEEm9:

The CHAIill.IAN said that the next meeting would be held
at 11 a.m. on Thursday 17th Decerriber.

There being no other business the meeting concluded at
12.45 p.m.
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