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In the Piave valley, further east, there were two
cemeteries (Giavera and Tezze) cach Wlth about AOO graves.
They were 1n woud condltlon. (Boe=trs ;

He had also inspected a number of isolated graves in
eleven of the communal ccneterles in this area and found most ot
them pcorly cared for. = ; : % RO
On the other hana, three larger aroups of thlrty, twan$y—f1ve&a
and fifty-four in main 1arwe town cemetermes; were Well looked
aftcr, a= 3 - : 5

He had then visited a series of 1939/L45 cemeteries
between Venice and Florence, He had not time now to speak of
them individ ually, but they were enerally in good condition.
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ensive, Vlth the rezgult ¢ t thcre were cngfmous expanses’
srass and garden zhd, worse still, enormefis stretches of

edginr The centrts of the pemeteries were often completely
unoccuplcd Thefe was also far toc myeh paving, e—causc oL
= om LRt h uu:->ners‘ h Italy the grass had to

be cut for e¥tht months.in thle yea often as mueh as twice a
week;\ it §ok a gpardener, in an #verage sized cemetery, a day
and a half to do the cutting Z helf a day more -to cut and clean Adp
the edgings; thus three and o half days a week at least were t
up s2lely with keeping the Xawns and cdges neat, This all cptated
.a #ig problem which needg& very careful consideration.
at every effort shoul? be malde to draw in the boundarigs’ of the
‘Gemeteries\ still fartier; and other kinds of grass, s
best Italian sorts, Should be tried out to improve t
the lawns, \In tpt low-lying” country Eng llsh grass,
up to the heat el drouﬂht, \ R

guality of
id not stand

DT One eature he/was sorry to see was th€ light dlue colour
in whiéh # many of jhe beautiful iron gateg/in the cemeteries had
beén paipted; ybt/lt was t he tradltlon in/Italy to paint iron-
work blhck! The\blue gates in!Rome Cemefery were an unfortunate

case An p01nt ,thher objection to e desisns of several of
tho/cemet eries was,\ he ‘felt, the pla g of u-tgmpletto between
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From Rome he had driven across to Pescara to see the
large Moro River and Sangro River cemeteries, both on high
plateaux ‘above their respective rivers, The great neced there
- was for water. The Italian civil engineering department had
been very generous to the Commission, and he had called on the
responsible official s to express thanks; but their help could
not be expected to continue. The engines for the pummsthey had
put in were not strong enough to force the water up to the
cencteries. Moreover, the pipes (some six hundred yards long .
in each case), which were installed by the Army badly needed
repair. He thought that the Commission should finish the work
the Italians had begun., The cottages erected in the ccmeteries
by the Italians, though well built, had no bathrooms, nor water,
and the cocking arrangecments were very poor.

He had to confess that the war cometery in Rome had
disappointed him, It was bounded on one side by ugly
buildings and one could not get a satisfactory view of both
the Cross and the Stone from any position.
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While in Rome he had called on the Minister of Public
Works end had a very friendly conversation with him,

Sir Arthur LONGMORE safd he sathered that the 1914/418
cemeteries were very well kep§ and Gen#ral Sir Robert GORDON-
FINLAYSON confirmed that this|was so, except for the small
item of cleaning some of the Ttones.

Sir Arthur LONGMCRE asked whether the chief criticism
of the 1939/L5 war cemeteries|was that they occupied too much
land, ¥

General Sir Robert GORDON-FINLAYSON replied affirmatively,
He said that the amount of gsjpdening in Italy must be calculated;
on a guite different basis from countries in northern Europe,
since the period of growth wgs three or four mcnths longer, and
the arega per grave was very much larger.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Sir Robert Gordon-Finlayson for
his interesting talk and for having submitted a written report,
which would be carefully studied,

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The CHAIRMAN said that the next meeting would be held
at 11 a.m. on Thursday 417th Decenber.

There being no other business the meeting concluded at
12,45 pem.
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